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A brief summary of the lecture and discussion held on the 25" anniversary
of the foundation of CYR: “Thinking about the future of children”

On July 11, a lecture and a discussion were held at the
University of the Sacred Heart in Tokyo to celebrate CYR's
25" anniversary of its foundation. Mr. Masanori Kobayashi,
a photographer, and Ms. Edith Hanson, head director of
Efa Japan, were invited as lecturers. Eighty people
including members of CYR and donators gathered to talk
about the future of children.

The Lecture

Mr. Kobayashi spoke on the children as victims of political
conflicts and wars while showing the photos he took at refugee
camps and slums around the world. He raised many issues such
as why children must bear weapons and why refugees exist,
Yet he was relieved to see displays of strong love between family
members under extreme conditions at refugee camps. In a
memorahble episode, Mr, Kobayashi said that the words of a 14
year-old girl has motivated him to continue reporting about
landmines. She was one of the victims of the landmines in
Cambodia. The girl, who had lost her legls), said, “My life is

A
Ms. Hanzon talked about her childhood in India as well as the
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inspection tour to Cambodia held in March. She wondered
whether the end of war automatically brings peace and stressed
the need to think of peace in everyday life. Children tend to
think that the world they know is the only one there is. She
gaid that we must support them by showing new possibilities of
a hetter life and giving them hope. Continuous support is
essentinl and it is extremely cruel to break it off. Therefore, she
stressad, before offering support we must seriously think how
long we can continue doing so.

Discussion

The lecture developed into a discussion to “think about the
future of children” with liaison officer Harumi Sekiguchi and
other participants joining in.

—Talking about hatred, how do you remove, for example,
hatred in a person whose parents were killed in front of
their eyes in their childhood?

Kobayashi: 1 think that grudge and hatred are passed on from
generation to generation. The fact that someane’s parents were
killed right before their eyes will be passed on from parents to
children, fram children to grandehildren. I puess it's impossible
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to end this vicious circle without giving them hope as an
alternative,

Why do Palestinian children hold guns and carey out suicide
bombings? The public tends to see them as something wrong
ginee the madia label them as terrorist attacks, But what lies at
the root of all this? Children hold guns but what forces them to
do =07 Why do they have to eross the border as refugees? What
do we have to do to prevent this? When hearing of refugees,
we, including myself, feel sorry for them and want to help them.
Emergency relief builds up quickly. But soon we lose interest.
People cannot let go of hatred if there 15 such indifference. We
must remind the children that the world hasn't forgotten them
vet and that it will help and protect them.

Hanson: The children tend te become desperate and think that
they can do anything since no one will help them and things are
hopelezs, Thewy hold on to their hatred, which turns into their
center core. That is why they say that refugee camps are the
places most likely to produce terrorists, Confined in enmps, they
don't know what will happen next month, whether they will
have zomething ta eat, be able to meet their parents even if
they are alive. or when they can go back to their homeland.

They are desperate because they don't know on whom they
should take out their frustration. So it is very important to

make them see that there is hope. to make them feel that there
might be a way out and that they should wait and see what will
happen next month.

Sekiguchi:It is important to have places where children can eat
fully, rest =afely, and be accepted at all imes. There 15 no water
running in Cambodian villagez and many people drink well water
and suffer from diarrhea, Small children often die from lack of
nutrition. It is under such eireumstances that CYR tries to think
about peace in everyday life as Ms. Hanson mentioned earlier,
We cannot act like the government but we would like to do what
we can even in a small way. If children ean feel that they are
being cherished, they may hegin to trust people and eventually
be able to form personal relationships.

Hanson: Such activities are very low-key. But at the childeare
center, we teach the children to wash their hands with soap
before meals and tell them that it will prevent them from
becoming sick. Then the children realize that people actually
care ahout them, And that's very important. [ was very impressed
hecause at the CYR's childeare center the staff members have
been working for a long period, even though they are not paid
go much. They play such a significant role as adults whom the
children can trust, This is nothing faney and does not look
dramatic but it is actually very dramatic. Building such
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relationships and maintaining them are so important,

—Would you share your ideas on what we can do in Japan
and what we can do for the children as adults so that various
problems in the world do not end up being problems in
distant countries?

Kobayashi: It's a difficult question but [ would like all of you to
look at environmental problems. Although environmental and
refugee problems seem like separate issues, global warming
and the ensuing heavy rainfall and drought oceur as a result of
wasting resources, In poor eountries the government lack the
power to help the people who are hard hit. If a counfry is under
an autocratic regime, the national budget will be poured into
military expenditures and the leaders will suppress the people
to protect the regime. Those people will cross the border for
dear life or rise up holding guns. And if environmental destruetion
causes economic ruin, the developed countries would no longer
he able to provide support since they must help their own people.
War is naturally a threat to us, but the environmental problem
would be a terrible threat in the future. We must realize that
respurces are limited and do what we can. There is 2o much we
can do such as turning of the lights frequently or riding a hicyele
instead of a cax. InJapan we have vending machines everywhere
and, vou ean get a drink for just 120 yen. 1t's certainly convenient
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but if we waste resources in the pursuit of convenience,
somewhere in the world another country will be paying the
conseguences. Please think about it

Hanson: It may sound abstract, but | think the key is to foster
vivid imagination. If vou look at the photos, what 15 shown may
seem far removed from your lives. But imagine that you live
there. How would vou feel and what sort of help would you
nead? You train vourself to imagine that the child in the photo
is yours or how it would feel to be forced to go through such
experience. Everyone becomes hungry. We all look different
but have so much in common. If you are injured, it hurte and
the blood is red like evervone else, No one has polla-dot blood.
If you keep this awareness at all times and consciously use your
imagination, many things will come into view. It is important to
nurture our precious ability to imagine.

Sekiguchi: In Combodia, even small children have roles to play,
guch as drawing watar and chopping firewood for their families.
In big families, children as well as the elderly play their part and
cooperate to go on living. T don't know why but in Japan, everyone
iz o busy. They have meals separately and have no time to sit
down and talk with their children. 1 think we should care more
about people close to us, and think of what our family needs
now, the troubles they have, or get to know our neighbors,
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THE EVALUTION OF THE KANDAL CHILDCARE
TRAINING WORKSHOP TOURS

Training Programs In Public Pre-schools in Cambodia
Sinece January 2004, CYR has conducted a joint workshop for
the Kandal Education Burean staff and teachers in public pre-
schoolz, and has been holding training workshop tours for them.
This training workshop tours were held upon the request of the
Minizstry of Edueation in Cambodia who suggested that CYR's
long time experiences in the feld of childeare edueation should
be applied in the projects in Kandal.

According to the data of the year 20035, 248 teachers toke care of
8034 children in Kandal, Of those, 80 teachers are the graduates
of the public teachers’ training schools while two thirds are
trained only for a short term under the training programs in
Districts or hardly hoad a chance to be trained,

In an attempt to emphasize the importance of the early childhood,
CYR has distributed teaching materials including the know-
how of how to construct them, how to make uge of them, how
to play with them, ete. While touring the preschool centers, we
discovered that public schools ravely had materiale for children,
and thus children had to 2it at the desk in dark classrooms

divided into age groups. Consequently, teachers never had a
chance to play with children using materials such as dolls and/
or fabrie balls,

CYR held 15 training workshop tours during the last Gscal vear
at 62 pre-schools (129 classes), which corresponded to a half of
the public pre-schools in Kandal. During this fiscal year CYR
plans to have the second round to 28 pre-schools to exoming
and evaluate the result of the childears training program, and
then to hold the training workshops for the rest of the pre-
schools. The evaluations are based on the aspeets of whether
or not the play equipments and teaching materials are
appropriately used, whether broken or lost materials are
replaced, and how children play with them.

The Review of the Evaluation

Children in some classes were feeling some stress, not vet getting
used to playving with sueh sophizticated materials and equipments
while ather children in other classes plaved cheerfully, which

WHS BNCOUraging.
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The evaluation showed that the same type of supports do not
necessarily bring the same results. We saw some differences
among the centers. In one center the teachers created new
games not caught up with the dos-and-don'ts learned from the
training. The teachers in another center provided hand-made
materials such as the Khmer alphahet puzzle for cach child zo
that a child could have hisfher own puzzle. The children in such
a center knew how to use the material well and were willing to
extend helping hands to their friends who did not know how to
use it. There was a center where they ereated o hammock to
lay their dolls donated by CYH, and played make-believe games,
a typical Cambodian way.

On the other hand, the reality of the result of the training
programs reflected in the evaluation varied. Some teachers
kept distributed materials away in the fear that they would be
messed up or lost. While others abandoned broken materials or
kept them in their possession. It seems that there were teachers
who were reluctant about their profession hecause of the low
salary or the teachers who thought it too much trouble to learn
how to use the teaching materials.

It was felt that CYR must continue to look for the ways to
deepen the understanding among the people of Cambodia in
arder to keep the project going. The training program should
he fitting to the need of the Cambodians,

b FE&Ef=5ABAR Children, Our Future

The Importance of Making Use of Distributed Materials
There were some teachers who thought acquiring teaching
materials and play equipments would serve the purpose,
However, CYH's objective is to give personal care, and, therefore,
only distributing materials and/or equipments would not serve
the purpose,

One example is fabric balle. CYR staff explained the advantages
af the fabric ball. The size of the balls could be changed in
accordance with the children's ages, size of their hands or growth.
Tt is less dangerous, and iz useful not only outdeors but in
classrooms for it does not bounce. Though this kind of ball is
familiar among Japanese people, Cambodian teachers had no
experience to play with it. During the training period, we
examined the materials by using them in actual situation taking
into considerstion the ages of the children.

During our evaluation rounds we discovered that in some schools
the teachers and mothers provided handmade materials, Many
children played with balls, but the way they played varied.-
kicking, throwing high, playing catch in twos but not quite getting
uged to playing in groups. However, some enjoyed playing in
groups under certain rules,

The Memory Card Game was a game, which took pairs of eards.
A picture was drawn on each card, and a set is composed of 20
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Explaining how to use memory cards

REXT, FEL— ADEYOREELEGIZEbETED
Al A T B LR TEY OB RS
LOTRHVETA,. $EG.LOEZ FRENILRET
T, TELITEATHVORIZFPAB AL ISR, K4
bzt mASLIIITRLTVET,

AR TOHRETOSE

SEOTFHMT, RSB OV RETOREERE
EHAFLTHEAITH, B2 UL S EThofz T Eathd
W, #EOIMEZEC TR TRV SRR TEAIE
(220l Zhit, MEEOBHETT -k —RiziHE:
Elof=h— A1 EH BB L #H O SEMES S
PoTEEMRETLHIES,

AANOE L F A CYR AF w7 o
o TIHERITVYES. 10 AlcizMAO&RoE Y#5E
HBIZIMAHOD— i au 7 (T, FROHYFNEL
M~ LR T A 0—T o7 % (T2 ET. ¥
ticb— ADEND B BT RO TES, dFURELE
OFEFBETETFIEREA TSP TEE T,

9 Hassid, Ay —

20044EP B FEM T 7 — 2L O -2 Ton ShHE e ~~aF
ERTHhRNATETT., —ovhafi—IE, hd—L
OT-ELAAR DT STl Al LAl E
SHELCYRE SR I RS FTOHBIZFE DAL, 5

B, HEIE. CCEABRELTOEST,

ORI, BEFERAETE ATy Sy L E

i izl

paire. During the training peried the teachers were told its
advantages. It could stimulate the memory function of children
by memorizing the names of the items drawn in the pictures,
could cultivate their observation akill to distinguizh carde of
one kind from the others, and could practice concentration skill
by memorizing. It is very important that the children would be
able to foster and develop socializing and communication skills
through playing games under certain rules,

The important mission of childeare is to develop the innate
capability and interest of each child, and as a method playing
and studving cannot be separated. We are trving to convey the
important message to the Cambodian teachers who tend to pui
strong emphasis on study as an important element of education
that in playing children can learn and study.

The Future Prospect of Childcare Education in Cambodia

Through the evaluation, it became clear that more time is
necessary to demonstrate the proper use of play equipments
and teaching materials and to convince the teachers andfor
ataff the importance of childeare. Fortunately, in the latter part
of Lthe training program, longer time was allowed to be spent on
the given budget. Tt was posaible becauze of the strenpthened
relationship and trust built during the training program tours
in the last fiscal year between CYR and the staff of the Kandal

Education Bureau.

Starting from next September the staff from Kandal will take
over the reaponaibility of training program from CYR. In October
4-day workshop will be held for their own staff from the District.
In this way they can provide a close follow up to vach pre-
school. Henee practice of more effective childeare may be
expecied. We hope to see that children can develop their own
initiatives and ability to play and learn. In 3 vears starting from
2004, we envision that all the pre-schools in Kandal will have
the training program. This amall step forward hopefully will
agsist each child in Kandal grow in hisfher full capacity and
potentiality in 4 unique wav. CYR pledge while constantly
learning the need of the Cambodians to continue and endeavor
to put ideas into actions, review the situation and improve the
method to meet the demand of the people in the areas that CYR
is required to take care of,

Wate! This support program is brought forward jointly together
with the Non Governmental Organization EFA Japan.
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CYR’s 25th Year Commemorative Event
PIDAN Exhibition

On May 27 and 28, CYR held an exhibition of PIDAN, traditional
weaving from Cambodia, at the Syokoin Temple in Moto-Azabu,
Tokyo. The event was held together with our usual Cambodian
waaving exhibition and sales event in order 1o commeamarata the
25th anniversary of the establishment of CYR. PIDAMN is traditionally
displayed as decoration in temples in Cambodia, so we borrowed
the main hall at Syokoin temple for our exhibition, and displayed 23
exquisite pleces of PIDAN weaving. With traditional Cambodian
music playing in the background, our many enthusiastic visitors
enjoyed looking closely at the PIDAMN.

Cambodian traditional weaving- PIDAN.

In the Khmer language PIDAN means “ceiling”. It is beautiful,
hand-woven silk weaving, which is offered to temples and used
to decorate the walls and ceilings during Buddhist rites. It is
dved with natural pigments and infricate pictures are woven,
making it a lot of hard work, which requires patience throughout
the processes of dyeing, intricate tying and weaving. It can take
between two and six months to wenve one piece of a length of
four meters.

Many motifs appear in the PIDAN, which express epic pnems
based on Buddhist narratives and Cambodian stories, with the

§ Fesics5ca8IA  Children, Our Future

main types of PIDAN being “Buddhist motifs” f or “Cambodian
stories and nature motifs”. Bepresentative examples of the
former include pictures of temples or Buddha, or “Siddhartha’s
enlightenment and attainment of Buddha-hood”. The latter
contain images of the familiar daneing angel Apsaras who appears
in the relief of Angkor Wat, the snake dragon Naga snd the
Tree of Life.

Each region has its unique designs, preserved only in weaver's
memories and passed on from one generation to the next. Even
during the long perind of the Civil War, the people tried to protect
PIDAM, However, today there are few weavers left and silk has
become overshadowed by new materials such s synthetic fibers.
Many of the old PIDAN were taken overseas and it is said that it
is now rare to see silk PTDAN in Cambodia itself.

Weaving in Phnom Penh Recent Changes

Recently demand for woven silk has increased and it is changing
hands at higher prices, PIDAN with new designs are appearing
on the market. It could be that more people are ordering PIDAN
after reading the hook “Traditional Textile of Cambodia™ by
(iillian Green, which was published last vear.

Gaining familiarity with Cambodia through the PIDAN
exhibition
At CYR we gathered together many PIDAN, some of which we
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bought as samples, some PIDAN from private collections, some
of which were replicated by our weaving trainees. For many
years we hoped to be able to show people the beautiful weaving
culture of Cambodia, and we were able to realize this with the
exhibition as the event commemorating the 25th anniversary of
CYR this vear

PIDAN are normally displayed on the walls or ceilings of temples.
However, in our exhibition we laid them out on the tatami so
that they could be seen more easily. Many of the PIDAN reach
3.6 in length, Layving them on the floor enabled our visitors to
et a better look at the motifs. We mtroduced the motifs and the
names of the weavers, and for the PIDAN woven by our weaving
trainees we also attached photographs of the weavers, We
provided display panels explaining the weaving process and
history. and also sold texts on Cambodia’s traditional weaving.

Ohur visitors eagerly compared the motifs and the explanations,
and helped each other look for those motifs, which were difficult
to identify, Some of the PIDAN displayed were sold for charity,
with some of the buyers wanting to use the PIDAN as unique
interior decorations in their homes. Some of the visitors asked
CYR staff about CYR's activities and Cambodian way of lifs, and
we felt that we were able to provide the opportunity to
increase interest in these aspects through the traditional
waaving.

SUONG Mich’s Pidan goes abroad

SUONG Mich (32 years oldh works as a weaving instructar to
weaving apprentices at the Trapeang Krasang weaving center,
the center of CYR's weaving business, In Takeo provinee, which
iz well known for its high quality weaving, Mich has a reputation
as an expert in Tkat pattern weaving., Sketches are not used in
Tkat pattern weaving in Cambodia, However, Mitto is very good
at replicating patterns from designs and photographs,

One day during October last yvear, there was a visitor from the
Horniman Muscum in England. The lady showed Mich a
photograph of a traditional weaving, Pidan she had picked up
out of a book on the Cambodian weaving, and asked him if he
could reproduce it.

It took 10 months of hard work to completely replicate the Pidan
as shown in that phote. For a period of 1 year starting from
April 2008, the Horniman Museum will hold an exhibit on the
theme of Cambodian textiles and dresses to introduce the
Cambodian culture with the Pidan made by Mich as the
centerpiece.

Mich commented, *T was so surprised when [ heard that the
Pidan that I made is to be exhibited in London, T tried to make
the best possible Pidan, binding and dyveing the thread so that it
could be woven exactly like the image T was given. Tt makes me
very happy to think that such a large number of foreigners will
get to see the traditional Cambodian weaving.”

FEEI=50EA Children, Our Future 9
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Childcare Training In

JAPAN
OUCH Bora

Ms.OUCH Bora from Ben Khyang Childcare
Center visited Japan in July 2005 to take part
in one of the projects of the Support Activities
for Childcare in SE Asia, which was co-
sponsored by the Kita Ward, Tokyo and CYR,
She received training in a childcare center in
the Ward, and submitted the following report
upon her return to Cambaodia.

I received 10-day training as a part of childcare training
program at a childeare eenter in Kata-KulWard), Tt was my
first experience abroad, and everything was a surprize to
me. 1 cannot forget the cheerful children and the kindness
of Japanese people who welcomed me warmly,

My childeare training mostly took place at the Ukima
Childeare Center. The children's ages ranged from 0 o 5.
They were divided into age groups, and played and learned
separately. 1 played with the five-vear-old children. They
liked me very much, and we played games together using
many kinds of playground equipment,

What I found interesting about Japanese children was that
they rarely quarrel with others. Many toys arve available in
childeare centers in Japan whereas in Cambodia children
often quarrel or cry aver a few limited number of teys.
However, this is the way they grow up spending good time
or bad time with their companions,

1 would like to make good uze of my invaluable experiences
in what I saw and learned in the Childcare Center. 1
discovered that there are several plavs and games we could
try in our daily childeare activities even with inadequate
facilities and limited availahility of materials,

Some of the activities useful in any childeare centers are:

* The teaching materials should be kept in good
condition and tidy order.
* Play “Fruit Basket”, “Seat-Finding Game",

“Counting Numbers Game"
"Singing”, “Exercising”, “Play Animal Mimic”,
"Fairly Tale Play”

I received abundant assistance from many Japanese people
during my visit - the residents of Kita-ku, my host family
who gave me the chance to experience Japanese way of
living, the teachers and children of the Ukima Childeare
Center, the translators and so on.

I wish all of them lasting longevity, health and youth. It is
my wish that CYR will eontinue to give assistance and
support to the Cambodian children whose welfare is often
threatened by poor harvest of riee and natural disasters
often caused by drought and fluads.
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Report of Visiting JAPAN
CHITH Kunthea

In June this yvear, Kunthea who works at tha
CY¥R Cambodia office as a childcare advisor
visited Japan for 2 weeks. His schedule was
very busy, giving lectures at Saitama Univarsity,
where he studied himself, making an activity
report to the AGM, as well as attending meetings
over consecutive days and accompanying CYR
r staff to present reports to CYR's supporters.
Kunthea's frank discussion on CYR's activities
and Cambodia’s problems included many
points that warrant consideration.

Kunthea, who has actively supported the development
nf the village's operation committes through active
involvement in the overall childeare business in order to
move towards the independence of the Beng KEhvang
district’s two childeare centers, had this to say. “When |
first became involved [ had abselutely no experience in the
operation committee, Also, because it had been supported
by CYR for the past 12years, I realized that working towards
independence and trving to change the eonscinusness of the
community would not be easy. But “we are making progress.”

Kunthea pointed out two aspects concerning the
independence of childcare centers. The first was that "it 1s
necessary to obtain the understanding of the people
conearning the importance of children’s education” and
secondly, to enable parents to share the burden of child
caring expenses, “it is necessary to improve the lifestyles of
the people.” But “this takes time.”

Reflection on the visit to Japan

“This was the first time that T have visited CYR's office
in Japan, and to be honest, | was surprized at how small
and cramped it was. Yet all the employees and voluntesrs
were working really hard. And on accompanying staff giving
reports to CYR's supporters, | was able to clearly see the
continuous efforts that CYR had been making securing the
funds for continuing activities in Cambodia. I'd like to say a
big thank you to all those that looked after me during my
stayv. I lonk forward to seeing yvou all in Cambaodia.”
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