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Staff choosing pictures

Small Picture Book Series Completed

CYR's Khmer alphabet & picture book series produced
last year was a big hit with the children. In February this
year, the new series in the size of a child's palm was
completed,

Picture Books Full of Spirit of Cambodia

The aim was to create “picture books which portray
things familiar to children”, and four themes were chosen:
tools, things to ride on, animals, and fruits & vegetables.
The picture is shown on the left and the name of ohject
is written on the right in Khmer. We chose gentle
calligraphic style of type that is easy to read, so that the
children will 2oon become familiar with the seript.

We asked Cambodian staff and child-minders
to suggest the subjects, and chose about 40 objects for
each theme, which are familiar to children and easy to
understand. We alsodiscussed the cover and background
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colors taking into consideration what is appealing to
Cambodian people.

Artists

Pictures are the essence of the book. We needed to find
Cambodian artists who could draw pictures suitable for
picture books and within our budget. Those artisis
recommended or referred to by acquaintances and nearby
galleries were asked to paint sample pictures so that we
could choose artists who fitted in with our image of each
book. After some minor problems with schedule and re-
doing pictures, we were able to complete the books with
the cooperation of three artists.

Mr. CHEA Hayleang (25) was asked to draw
the pictures for "Toals”. Mr. CHEA studies design at
university and does some drawing to earn money in his
spare time, Earning a living as an artist is not so easy,
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and he plans to look for other work when he graduates,

Mr. PHANN Ponlork (34) is a businessman
who runs his own gallery. He sells his pictures as well
as the works of other artists, and he also does
architectural drawings on his computer. We asked him
to draw “Things to ride on”.

Mr. OK Bunnarath (42) drew for CYR's Khmer
Alphabet Table and Memory Cards. Mr. OK said "l am
very happy that children enjoyed my pictures in the
alphabet table and picture books”. This time, he drew
“fruits & vegetables” and “animals”,

What Picture Books Mean for Children

Village children do not have much, if any, acceas to
picture books, The Cambodian Ministry of Education
places importance on literacy from kindergarten.
However, as the Cambodian alphabets are very difficult,
when children are taught to read and write without prior
exposure toletters, many quickly give up studying. CYR
believes it is important for children to become familiar
with the alphabet before they learn to read and write at

school, We produce these picture books and other
materials to help children with limited chances to
become familiar with the alphabet.

As they look at picture books, children notice
that the names of tools, animals and other things can
be expressed using the alphabet. Not only do they learn
the names of objects in the picture books, they also
hecome more interested in the names of objects which
are not in the books, and want someone to read alphabets,
We used realistic pictures in order to encourage them to
understand.

Thanks to tremendous support for the picture
book production, we were able to print a large number
and distribute them to each of pre-school children,
Simpleexplanatory text is attached for parenta and child-
minders. We hope that the children will keep the books
as one of a few treasures that they have at home, and
that the books will offer opportunities for communication
between them and their families.
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New Weaving Program Starts

A new program was introduced at CYR's Weaving Center
in Trapeang Krasang (Takeo Province) last September. A
former trainee joined the staff as an assistant, and everyone
is in high spirit.

New Curriculum

Under the old system, the Training Program lasted for
one year. Asof September 2004, a new system consisting
of the 6-month plain cloth weaving course for beginners
and a 12-month [kat class for those with experience and
those who completed the -month course was started,
enabling the students to learn the art of weaving maore
efficiently. There are currently five trainees in each
course, As “the plain cloth program’ focusing on the
hasics of weaving lasts for six months, two classes may
be held a vear increasing opportunities for local women
to participate in the training. "The Ikat program” allows
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experienced women to take time to improve their
weaving skille. One beginner participating in the plain
cloth program, Ms. MOM Chamreun, says "Training 1s
really interesting. The difficult part is preparing warps
and tyeing broken threads. I would like to go on to the
Ikat class after this.”

MNew Assistant

In December 2004, a new assistant joined the staff
NHEM Sokros (21) is a former student, having
undergone training at CYE'S Weaving Center four years
ago. She continued to weave at home and make a living
by selling her products through a broker. As she had
wanted to become a weaving instructor for a long time,
her dream has come true. She works as an assistant,
ziving advice to trainees on weaving and dyeing, as well
as filling in for SUCQNG Mich, the weaving trainer, when
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he iz away. Sokros is modest and serupulous, and is
also very thoughtful. She has gained the trust of Mich,
who says “She is very enthusiastic about work and highly
skilled, so 1 feel I can safely leave work in her hands".

The trainees are encouraged by Sokros, who
works enthusiastically for the Center from which she
graduated. The role of the Center is not only to develop
skills for living in each woman but to train those who
can pass on the skills they have acquired to others,
particularly to the next generation. We hope that the
women themselves ean bear vesponsibility to become
independent.

Ms. Sokros answers questions.

Q1. Why did you want to work at the Weaving Center?
A, Tlike teaching people.

52, Do vou enjoy the work?

AL Yes, I do enjoyv working with students and other
eraduates,

&3, Has anything changed since you were a student

here!

A The content of the training has improved. I think
the current program has been greatly improved since
My Mich joined the staff. Current trainees are talented
and they will be able to make even higher quality products
which they can zell on the market.

@4, What are your hopes for the students?

A T hope that they can put the skills they learn here to
good use and lead an independent life.

5. What is your dream for the future?

A I would like to further improve my skills so that I
can pass on the tradition of weaving to the next
generation.
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Discussion with community people (Cheng Meng Childeare Center)

Two Options for CYR Childcare Centers

“International aid activities should not be continued forever; local
caommunities should take over”. This phrase iz heard constantly
regarding MGO's activities. Itis 14 years since CYR started managing
childeare centers in Cambodian villages. During these years, CYR's
aspiration for "self-support of the childcare center” seemed to go
round in circles. Finally, howeaver, the childcare program seems to
have taken a positive step toward its goal; fransition to the government
supported public kindergarten and launching of the management
committee for childcare center in the community.

Path toward Public Kindergarten

InSamrong Krom (Phnom Penh), Cheng Meng and Trapeang
Thong Childcare Centers (opened in 1993 and 1992
respectively) will be closed after handing over the childeare
program to Tekhapanhoa Public Kindergarten tobe opened
the next fall, thus ending their service to the communities
after more than a decade,

In this area, the initial goal was to hand over the
management toa local NGO, the partner in the program.
This NGO withdrew from the program due to lack of fund,
Discussions with villagers were held and efforts to cut down
expenses were made to realize the goal of self-support by
villagers, but they achioved little result. In view of smaller
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number of children registered at the centers and the
apathetic attitude of ehild minders, CYHR continued to
deliberate the future of conters including their closure,

The Cambodian Government's enthusiazm toward
education of young children in recent years was spurred by
an international movement of “Education for All", and a class
for four and five-year-olds was opened in Tekhapanhoa
Primary School in the district two vears ago. The class,
however, consists of rows of desks and chairs of a size too big
for children and teaching them merely to read and write,
Primary school teachers without formal training for
kindergarten children took on the work if they had the time,
and there were hardly any play tools or teaching materials.

CYR's discussions with the Ministry of Education
culminated in comstruction of Tekhapanhoa Kindergarten
for the children of CYR Childeare Centers after the closure,
and dispatch of teachers by the government. More children
are expected to receive education dezigned for kindergarien
from next year. CYR will continue to offer its assistance hy
supplying exterior play tools, teaching materials, and offering
training sessions in childeare.

Atf a meeting in July, 2004 to explain the matter to
community people, heads of the Education Bureau, the



{faerhE ARl REOhEsE L iR T EE R
e airl ol h AT TOESET,

200457 A ICERL ZERERRICLIIRAS T, F7
DEERCHEE, 1R, KON R 125 TH
BLELT, Bk, B RBCHUROBING, 5 ETOCYR
DEFERIOE T DO SEELLLIC, FLLTLEHL
b STELFER [ Cilb S LARF U DM T EL I, i
EEAGIE, S sfEfoFHBEZEDT o= SR
L=, 2 BiciEren@aRinstsEn, SO 2T
OSSR RO BSt Cmi B E S ED O T T,

GEAMOEEZ/AENARF—F
M H — 1] T L I D 2R, fv—r?«f%“’
Bt (1994 4FFRRT) L7 LA Z MR 3TET (1991 ERFT) ©

EEICRFLOAENEE (T892 HEF
Many people gathered to vote (Prey Ta Toch Childeare Coenter)

T REFEE ERSA M TRELELZ, ZOHIRT
i, EEETT, TROREL, DMHEFUHFEED
EAHTOERE, BERORELY  ERLELEV R
HEHEEE~DEARELTEELE, TORT, FX47
Lo OREFEF ORISR RO L BEdE s
LTEFELE. FLTHIgERICEAEEERSOE B
EL LR T LR EiEhizD T,

1B 16 Biz#ETiRER{Thh, EEEREIE44%
pgtHEhEL ERI2R LM TT, BMINERENS
IEHRBEAHIC T o LA IIIZE A LI EOa AR
H0EL HEAABHOATER LSRR EOLO T ER
£, HEEY2 B il L TES T4, ZhibE/ SO
HAPESNASIEICRDHTLLE, LinL, Hiskd N+ 238 57
(B 1 U = 5l S 2 ) O - s Rt ol = R B

BEEEOHLLVEM

IHEOES L OCYROBFEE L, A HFER--0
BITLHCOEESMEL HETERIEHLEL= BHET
HEHEHINGORA AT HF I E &L BL., BHT
I3 & OEFICH IR TEHT ~OMOHE RIRO P,
LIRS, SE~OREE S0 T HGE (2@ S0 T
ERETTEEL. I R T RO A f-hm
ZHITHFL., Thi2H2 TV EEWEENET,

FLTESHEL, SFA-CHMNGOLE L ediE, FHE
LV AL THRUTORERSETO A FRICH

TWEET, CYROBBREFHESLHF LW ZEBOH
WhELEICEFEL OV EET,

% F o IANHEE O T SRR HIERE A =T
AR RE T,

District and the villages, and principals of primary schonls
in the neighborhood attended, and words of appreciation for
CYHR'sservices were voiced and the invitation to send children
to new public kindergarten was extended, Many villagers
welcomed the opening of the public kindergarten, In
February, construction was started and preparations to close
down the twochildeare centers and to open anew kindergarten
areunderway.

Management Committee for Two Centers Starts

At the two childcare centers in Kandal, Beng Khyang
Childeare Center (openedin 1994) and Prey Ta Toch Childeare
Center {(opened in 1991), the management committes was
launched. In Kandal, CYR spent many years seeking the
means to establish self-support for childcare centers by
holding discussions with community people, reviewing
budgets, carrying out the small scale loan program for better
livelihood, and revising childeare service fees. Community
people shared our wish to encourage the childcare center to
take roots in the village life, These discussions have been
finalized in the form of the management committee of the
community residents.

On January 16", an election was held and the
committes chairperson and four committes members were
selected. All the members are females, and they 1=sued a
statement that “we will do cur best to keep the childeare

centerin the village." Since improved village Life stll remains
an ideal, not a reality, financial self-support is not at all
easy, and the committee's zeal and capabilities will be tested,
However, it wasa memorable day when the community people
took a step forward to their self-reliance,

New Deployment of Childcare Service

CYR'z childeare service rendered for 14 years has taken a
new turn as the childcare center was absorbed by the public
kindergarten and management by the villagers. The reality
isthat although local NGOs and the Cambodian Government
have been working together with CYR, their financial
resources are quite restricted, and villagers show little
interests toward education in their hand-to-mouth life.
CYR, however, continued its low profile efforts to win
understanding toward our activities. Hopefully, the
Cambodian government and villagers will exert their utmost
efforts from now on,

Weshall continue working with the Education Ministry
and local NGOs in nurturing human resources for childeare
in Cambodia through our training program, and endeavaorto
probe and seek new ways of support and assistance which
would benefit our experience,

{Construction of Tekhapanhoa Kindergartenis ajoint venture
with NPO Efa Japan)
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“Children’s Circle” httpJ//www.tufs.ac.jp/commonffs/ase/cam/komado/
in Commemoration of CYR’s 25th Anniversary

At Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Assodate Professor Hiromi
LEDA, offers a course called “Planning Information Delivery”,
where 10 students worked for four manths last year to create a
website to commemorate CYR's 257 anniversary. After skimming
through countless documents and holding many discussions, they
have complsted the website in February.

Website Content

The students created the website called “Kodomo no wa”
(or the children's cirele) that introduces in an extensive
and straightforward manner records of CYR's history from
Khao-T-Dang Refugee Camp to Thailand and present day
Cambodia, alongside the detailed information on Cambodia,
The website posts photographs taken by Mr. Masanori
KOBAYASHI in “CYR's 25'" Anniversarv: In
Retrospect” with slideshows and Cambodian background
music, The students conducted interviews to introduce many
people who have been involved in CYR.

“Komado” Creators

The group involved in building the site is called “Komado.”
The word was coined by combining a Cambodian word
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“keoma "for children, and the Japanese “madd” for window to
express a wish to open a window for learning. The students
are third and fourth year female students studying
respectively Cambodian, Thai, Malaysian, Indonesian, and
English languages.

OYR provided a boxful of materials, newspaper
clippings and snapshots. After going through them, they
visited the CYR Office to look at other photographs and
documents, During the four months, 450 e-mails were
exchanged, The students met once a week during class which
was devoted to planning the format for the website and giving
progress reports. Actual articles were writien between
classes and after school hours.

The class met for the last time on February 8th.
Discussions on layout of articles and photos were held, and
90 minutes ended too quickly, leaving much work to be
finished. The four-month eourse thus came to an end.

The group leader, Akiko KOBAYASHI, a
Cambodian lanpuazge major, says “We accomplished so much
thanks to everyone'’s tireless energy. We became a closely-
knit team in our effort to create something together.”
Nanami WATANABE, an English major and the only one
who does not study an Asian language, says that her chance
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encounter with CYR was a good opportunity to learn about
Cambodian children.

Other comments heard were: “Tt was difficalt to
meet deadlines, and encouragement we gave each other
helped us through.” “My enchantment with Cambodia
deepened as I kept writing articles”, “The class was extremely
rewarding. I shall missit very much.” “I realized how difficult
it 15 to create something. [t's great to see our own efforts’
taking shapes.”

When asked which of the site was particularly
worth-visiting, they answered in unison, “All".

What the Course Aimed
Prof. UEDA positions this course as “an exercise for selecting
information and conveving messages effectively”. In the early
stages of the course, students looked al various websites to
analyze the characteristies that made them easier to see or
read. The aim was not only to build the website, but an
emphasis was placed on learning through negotiations,
exchanging views, and writing articles, The course was
intended to teach students not only to learn but to contribute
to society in the form of support for CYR's 25" anniversary.
Prof. UEDA came up with the idea, and the students
proceeded with the rest,

Looking back on the project Prof. UEDA comments,
“That 10 individually gifted students who met

serendipitously were able to come together as a team and
complete this project is due to their abilities to have dialogue
with others in its true meaning. What iz needed to
communicate something to others is to confront them
seriously and have the imagination to devise adequate
language besides having rich vocabulary and accurate
pronunciation. [ realized anew that with opportunities like
“Komado”, young people can expand their abilities to any
limit.”

CYR's 25 years has culminated in the shape of four months'
efforts spent for “Komado”, We are sure that readers will he
mmspired from the students who ereated this wehsite, We
find it extremely meaningful that the website 15 a fitting
mark to commemorate the 25 years during which CYE has
been active, We offer our thanks to all those involved with
“Komado”, to Professor UEDA, and to evervone who
participated in the interviews and provided photos.

{Caption)

Associate Professors Hiromi UEDA and Tomoko OKADA of
Cambodian Language Studizs of the Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies have long supported CYR, As advisors to
CYR, they offered ideas for the website and Cambodian
language classes, leading to interactions with students and
have be a source for nurture and inspiration.
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i Messages from Interns

Yasuko SHIRAISHI and Aya YUGUCH)
worked as interns at CYR office for one
year fram April 2004. We hope that the
two wamen can benefil from the
experience they gained and spraad their
wings.

Yasuko SHIRAISHI,
Senior student, Department of Applied Social Sciences, Tokyo
Gakugei University

The work which impressed me the most was creating and
updating CYR's web site and drafting the newsletter. Tt was a
great challenge to choose the topies from among a great volume of
information, to write clearly in order to aceurately describe the
situation in Cambodia and to make the web site easy to follow. T
learnt how important it is to consider feelings of readers and
sincere feelings the CYR staff have towards Cambodia. There
are a lot of volunteers working in the office, They vary in age and
occupation and have a wealth of experience. Since I normally
have little chance of meeting such a variety of people in my college
life, it was an invaluable experience for me to hear their opinions
hased on their broad perspectives. Before [ became an intern, I
wanted to do something to support NGO activities. However,
through the internship I learnt how meaninglul it 1s for more
people to learn about CYR'S activities and for me to keep
participating in CYR's activities.

Aya YUGUCHI,

Junior student, Department of Cambodian Studies, Tokyo
University of Fareign Studies

I was interested in volunteer work with NGOs, although I never
got around to participating. I was greatly attracted by the name
of CYR {Caring for Young Refugees) as they use the word kangaern’
('think"™ but translated as ‘care’ in CYR's English title) instead of
‘tasukeru’ (help), and T decided to apply for the internship. During
the period I worked as an intern, I learnt just how many different
jobs are needed or just how much work it takes for each activity to
be carried out. For example, a great number of people ave involved
in getting the newsletter out to its readers, including those who
draft articles, edit and dispatch the newsletters. My image of an
NGO which engages in international activities was that of people
going overseas and working with local people, but I realized there
iz a lot to be done in Japan. AsTam studyving the Cambodian
language, I was very happy to be of some help by using my limited
skills for translation and interpreting. T would like to continue
being involved with CYR one way or another.
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#No Charity Bazaars This Year

We regret that we are unable to hold the
charity bazaars this year. Thanks to good will
of and help from many people, we have held
the charity bazaars including the big event
in the fall for many years. Due to difficulty to
secure the venue, however, we shall not hold
the bazaars this yvear and we are not
soliciting donations of goods. The plans
for the next year and thereafter will be
announced later.
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Meetings & Lectures

12/9 Meeting at Kita City (Tokya)

12/14 Lecture at Japan Collage of Foreign Languages (Tokyo)

12/18 Lecture at Toyo Eiwa Women's Univ. (Tokyo)

12/24 Lecture at Ochanomizu Univ. (Tokyo)

1/14 Lecture at WE21 Japan Tama (Tokyo)

2119 Tokvo Citizen's Forum on International Communication
& Cooperation (Tokya)

Sales of Camhbodian Textile
1/1-10 Photo Exhibitions at Evoouji Temple (Tokyo)
1/3 Sale of Cambodian Textile at Kyoouji Temple (Tokyo)
1/25 Sale of Cambodian Textile
hosted by Fujicka Teachers’ Union (Gunmal
2/20 Charity Bazaar hosted by Katsushika Foundation for
Culture and International Exchange (Tokyo)

Charity Events
12/8 Mass Conecert for Gregorian Chants
at Univ. of the Sacred Heart (Tokyo)

Visits by Junior High School Students
Shiki Daini Junior High (Saitama)

Consignment Sales of Cambodian Textile

Miyuki ISHIDA (Tokyo), the Committee of Support Activities for
Childeare in SE Asia (Tokyo), Asia no Kaze 21 (Kanagawa)

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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In Cambodia, there is a unique vehicle called cyclo.
Cambodian staff PRUM Bunthosun gives us his report on

this popular method of transportation.

Cyclo was designed by the French
during World War IT when Cambndia
was still a French colony. Similar to
the tricyele, there are two wheels in
front, one in the back, and a bench in
front for clients. The driver propels the
vehicle by pedaling in the back, Roof
made of fabric extends over the seat to
shade the clients. Up to ive people can
he seated, or up to 400 kg of load may
be conveyed. Fares are subject to
bargaining, but the going rate is usually 2000 riels (55
ven) for about three kilometers, and 4000 riels (110 yen)
for heavy loads.

Formerly a privately owned vehicle, the cyclo
became popular ag public transportation means from
the 19808 when Phnom Penh had hardly any other
methods of transportation. However, the recent increase
in faster and cheaper motorbike taxis and private cars
led to fewer cyclos. Youths especially do not rely on them
anymore for transportation within the city. They are
maore often patromzed by foreigners for sightseeing or
shopping, and by the elderly for conveying heavy haggage.

Most cyvelo drivers rent the vehicle from its
owner for a fee. In addition to physical exertion, driving
a eyelo is not very profitable. Many drivers are from
poor families from rural areas. One glance at their
tanned. strong legs gives us a glimpse of the family life
they help support.
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Please Join CYR
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CARIMNG FOR YOUNG REFUGEES
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URL : httpiffwwwin.biglobe, nejpCY I
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TEL: 03-5796-6377 FAX { 03-3786-03090

Head Office
Maruto Azabu Bldz. 2F, 3-2-20, Metoazabu, Minato-ku,
Tokva, 106-0046, Japan

Phnem Penh Office
Mo 67 Samdech Sothearas Bhad,, Sangkal Tonle Bassae, Khan
Chamkar Mon, Phnem Penh, Combodin TEL:+R55-25-2 10848
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