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Human Resources Training for Early Childhood Education
CYR Starts to Assist Training by the Cambodian Ministry of Education

Status Quo of Childhood Education in Cambodia
If you visited a public kindergarten in Cambodia, you
will be astonizhed at the vast gap from its
counterparts in Japan. A shoddy building may be
standing within a primary school compound, or only
a room may be allotted to the kindergarten children.
There are hardly any swings or seesaws that are
ubiquitous in Japan. Teachers' works may adorn the
walls, but children have no toys that they can freely
pick up and play.

Countries of the world met at an
international conference and agreed to “offer
Education for All (EFA) to the children”. Cambodian
Government declared that “75% of 5-year-olds will
receive pre-school education to prepare them for
entering primary school from the age of six by the
year 2015°. Currently, however, there are only 1,907
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public kindergartens where about 11% of 3-5 year
olds attend in the entire country.

CYK (CYR in Cambodia) has maintained
close relations with the Education Ministry and
offered assistance for the Ministry's training of public
kindergarten teachers. With increasing awareness
of the need for pre-school education, its demand for
CYK's help increased. The Ministry's budget for
childeare education is not enough to give training.
CYK started to help train kindergarten teachers at
various areas in Kandal Province in 2004, In the
13th year of its childcare activities, CYK has made
great strides in human resources training for
childeare in Cambodia.

Human Resources Developments for Childcare
For 4 days from January 12, 2004, the Ministry of
Eduecation held a workshop for childeare. There were
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Challenging to handle bamboo stilis

41 participants from kindergartens in Kandal
Province, four from CYR childcare centers, and stafls
from the Ministry. The main theme was "making
teaching materials” to support development of
children. and CYK staff taught the objectives,
methods of use and making of “Khmer alphabet table”,
“Alphabet cards”, “Song & picture hooks” and puzzles.

The materials for training were distributed
among the participants: the challenge was how they
would be put to practical uses at kindergartens. By
paying visits and observing children, teachers and
environment, we hope to come up with ideas for the
support that are really necessary in future.

For CYK's childcare workers, the 4-day
workshop was a great opportunity to learn the status
fquo of public kindergartens and enthusiasm of the
teachers. Making teaching materials together led to
a sense of solidarity and confidence in their work.

Circuit Training for Kandal Kindergartens
Another feature of the project is circuit training for
Kandal kindergartens in making teaching materials

and play tools. In addition to distribution of the
materials, we explain their significance for child
development and importance of “play” in childhood.

Sixty-two of 126 kindergartens in Kandal
will henefit from our visit. Four to 18 teachers from
3 to 5 nearby kindergartens participate in the training
held at one of 15 key places, As the officials of
Kandal's Bureau of Education and primary school
teachers watch, the participants undergo training
with enthusiasm. Teaching materials distributed to
kindergartens include fahric balls, dolls, puzzles and
bamboo stilts, all of which CYK has been making for
many vears. They can be easily repaired or copied
by teachers if they become damaged or worn. Khmer
alphabet tables, song and picture books, alphabet
books and memory cards are also distributed.

A power generator, TV and video deck are
used to show "A day at CYE Childcare Center” on
every occasion. This is intended to introduce CYK
center to those teachers who have only limited access
to transportation means and opportunities to visit
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childecare facilities other than their own.
Kindergartens have classes made up according to
children's ages and all the classes finish at 1030 in
the mornming. Teachers watch with interests how
children at CYK centers spend longer hours together
having lunch and nap.

We plan to install swings, slides and seesaws
in 15 kindergartens currently without such
equipment in order to improve the environment. The
CYK manual for making and repairing the outdoor
play equipment iz handed out to community leaders
to facilitate repairs and making new equipment by
themselves.

Our Experiences Integrated

In Kandal Provinee, there arve about 260 kindergarten
teachers, and 7,563 children attend kindergartens.
CYK offers eireuit visits 15 times a vear in addition
to the Education Ministry's two annual training
courses, thus establishing ties with public
kindergartens and marking a start for its ambitious
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new project.

We are very proud of our new project, which
was implemented after repeated dizcussions and
consultations with the Education Ministry based on
our experience and know-how of childeare, which we
have accumulated through many years of trials and
errors. Instead of bringing Japanese ways of childcare
into Cambodia, we honor and respect Cambodia's rich
nature, eclimate and culture, and cherish the
relationship with local people, which we hope will
take root and be handed down for generations.

CYR's 1ideal for childeare is to respect
individual children. When applying this ideal to
Cambodian kindergartens, we should constantly
search, study and determine il our current practice
will pass the test of time and be carried on by loeal
people.

* This project is supported by All Japan Prefectural &
Municipal Workers Union.
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About My Important Job
Report by a Cambodian Staff

In June 2004, YEAN Maly, CYK's Childcare staff, visited
Japan with Harumi SEKIGUCH| and Saeko YAMAGIWA, the
liaison officer and the childcare program coordinator in
Cambodia. Maly attended CYR's annual general meeting
and participated in childcara training at Tokyo Kita City, At
the meeting held following the general maating, Maly reported
on the current situation of childeare program speaking in
Japanese, which she has studied for five ysars, amidst
pleasant surprise of the members and supporters. Maly
presents the report which she wrote in Japanese., She first

talked about her duties at CYK. (CYK: CYR in Cambodia)

Hello, my name is Maly. T am a staff member in charge
of childecare program at CYE. 1started working at CYK
in September 2003, and it has been extremely
interesting and worthwhile,

Although the war has ended in Cambodia, we
atill have a lot of issues to work on. Cambodia was
devastated and became extremely poor because of the
war. Life is hard, so it is very difficult to send children

to school. There are many parents who ask their
children to help out by working in the fields, catching
fishes, selling vegetables at the market and shoe-
polishing. [f children cannot go to school because of
poverty, they will become much poorer in the futlure.
This should not happen. Thanks to the kindness of
Japanese people, CYK is working to help Cambodian
children to lead better lives, and children enjoy meals
at childeare contors. [ thank everyone for their help. [
think it is worthwhile that I am working for Cambodian
children by putting what T have learned to good use, I
get to meet many people such as those from other NGOs,
povernment officials, parents, and children. Every child
I meet is adorable and precious. 1 love them all.

Maly is in charge of tha childcare program and is interestad
in the eventual self-support of childcare centers. CYK's aim
is to encourage the management committees consisting of
local community people to manage the childcare center,
working together with childcare workers. To fulfill this goal,
CYK has had numerous meetings with them while learning
from local MGOs and getting things done step by step.

FEEI=S50EEA  Children, Our Future 5



LhESLELVL, FELZESOROTFEL, B40
EOFLLROT, BHOEOFEEELTHAL>TIE
LWeT, BEIZOWTIRAREFROELERLT ThR<EDL
FEECDBRVDT, WANWSRT— i ay 7 Phl—
= BMLTWERENWTT, SEBRBMLTVWAER
HAEETOHEO LY BERErOELEIEs VT T,

B EEE 2 Lo THIDNE R0, (REFOEE
ZEBSHESZLTT. NGO [r=7] OEEFRCIX, &
v TDEEERSDBREILNSVWALERIINTEEL
=, 200443 Hicik. BHINGO Thot—a—1*| &
REICTEEL, F2 T TICERSFE FEES

LTwWELT, EELOALEMRL,. SFEIXCYKORT
FrOHESREE. Hocsrlih TiTe, fad—
2—rOREBREETETLEITEEMRLEL -, Ik

ARG T OERE OHIER
Childeare Center in Cambodia ©Mazanori KOBAYASI

[ would like to talk about self-support. Since we cannot
depend on others forever, CYK's four childeare cenfers
must start thinking about self*support. In order to do
this, we must be concerned about the content of
childeare. At present the childeare workers do not play
with children often enough. It is true that they play
with children when the CYI staff gives advice or when
they are being photographed for video, but T wish they
would do 20 more often. Playing with children is fun,
and the children enjoy play. Children are from the same
village and the same country as childeare workers, and
they shape the future of their country. Like the workers
at the four childcare centers, T do not know enough about
childeare, so I would like to participate in workshops
and training meetings often. I would like to tell the
childeare workers about my training at Tokyo Kita City.

The next most important thing for self-
management is to create a management committee at
the childeare center. We have learned a lot from the
committee for the childeare center of a local NGO,
Khemara. In March 2004, we visited another loeal NGO
childeare center, Krousar Yoeung®. There, the
committee had already started working for self*support.

b FeEEiEsSaEER Children, Our Fulure
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We talked with the committee members, and this year
they promised to receive the villagers, the village head
and the CYE childeare workers to have them learn about
the experience at Krousar Yoeung. [ am trying hard to
create committees at CYK next yvear.

Onee we have the committee, I would like to
start business together with the village and use the
money earned for management of the childeare center.
The committes at Krousar Yoeung has a rice bank. With
the money earned, childeare workers get their salary
and children are given lunch (rice gruel). At CYK, we
are thinking hard about what we can do to earn money.
I am always asking the villagers what business they
can do in their village. We do not have a good plan yet,
but [ would like to work together with everyvone once
we create a management committes,

*Krousar Yoeune means “Our Family” in Cambodian. The
group supports child-care, education of parents, and life
of poor families, There are altogether 64 childeare centers
in the provinces of Kampong Spueu, Takeo, and Kandal,
eleven of which are self-supporting. This local NGO
branched out this year from a French support group.
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After Maly's return to Cambodia, she gave her thoughts on
Japan.

Japanese children are able to go to school with the
government's help even if they are poor, but in
Cambodia, there are many children who eannot go to
gchool because they do not have the money or because
the school is too far away. In both countries, children
are adorable and their feelings of wanting to have fun
and learn are the same.

What T remember most about my trip is the
kindness of Japanese people, They have taught me
many things, I feel I must work harder, and it would be
wonderful if we could all meet again someday:

During her stay in Japan, Maly attendad with Ms. SEKIGUCHI
a total of 10 mestings held in Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka and other
places. Below are some comments from people who
organized the events.

Ms. Noriko MIURA, a CYR member, organized an
event in Kyoto.

More than 10 people including non-members attended,
We could not have music because there was no facility,
but Maly changed into her ethnie dress and performed
a lovely dance for us. Hearing her talk brought back
memories of my visit to a childeare center in Cambodia
three or four years back., T now appreciate CYR's entire
activities more fully from viewing videos and photos,
There were some people who did not know anything
about Cambodia or NGOs, but Maly's explanations were
clear and easy to understand.

At the Takao Children’s House (kindergarten) in
Tokyo, two presentations were held: one for children
in the morning and the other for parents and
guardians in the afternoon. Ms. Kimie KAMIYA said:

Children had practiced how to sav "hello” in Cambodian,
* Chom Hfeap Sua” As they saw Maly in her ethnic dress,
their faces lit up, I am glad they were able to know
about Cambodian people and culture. Some mothers
commented on Maly's gracefulness. Many Japanese
women felt encouraged by Ms. SEKIGUCHI s career.

FEE£i=508E88 Children, Our Future 7



Wit 5—H5EA DB S I E

ArAHOROETL S5 LS T 2—TlE, CYK (CYRALRTDT
EEFOSE) OEMTHERERED M, B TOLNSNATERMNE
HoTETLET. BiEOELS—OEEEBTLET,

[TEPh szl

LEHFELELI— T, HFHORERNZET. RER
Bt LB DA A ENE L, B A—DEEER SN,
EROESOE S FE A EFEESBARIT TV ET, 38 B
Foi- [F%E] TlL, 840FEN, @B ICERONEEERELLENSE
ZUELE, [EHEFE) CRe&FSBINL, 4 (ToBETHE&E:
WTERHTEO LR o274 (EHEB), Ao—F4 (f2nI),
Fio (BT UY) REORREBFIMETEE 2~ 3FH, BLCE
BLTWELE,

5 A7ehit ME4) L [EFEEEY) OBEHELESY, FhFn10
ABFEATVET, EF—t AOH AR, ERPHTEELE. 7
FHEFESOETHIZ, CYKO@ESEFE-RME L, REFAONEH
R— N OFEREVERETILLFATVET.

BOEBEALoTES

6 Az, EESHOBHEEEITD TELF—EhELE, Bl
NGO [iwi—*| MEAHTERLELOT, HEISERSABOTFY
LiEhLLEBEAETIEL, AUESTORTIR, FEAEBRERIC
NABESRENN., FICEEES e EFOTFELAIVEEL,. ZOBETF
ki, vA—0ARS 7 (L LARROH A M ICHE AT,

IFEQETHEOSE

Practicing to cut hair
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Vigorous Village Life Starts From the Community Center

Al the Trapeang Krasang Community Learning Center in
Takeao Provincs, various projects are starting in addition to
CYK Weaving Training Project. The latest activities of the
Center are described. (CYK: CYR in Cambodia)

Bustling Vocational Training

From this year, the Center started vocational training
for community people with financial support from
the Department of Education. The Center's
Management Committee plavs a central role in
offering training in skills for which the demand is
high. “Hairdressing” started in March with eight
vouths, who practice by cutting the hair of local
primary school children. Six registered for
“traditional music” and spend two to three hours each
in the morning and afterncon enthusiastically
practicing Khim (instrument played by striking metal

§ FEeEiES50EB Children, Our Future

strings with a bamboo stick similar to Japanese harp),
Takei (string instrument), Skorday (drum) and
Chhung (small cymball.

“Dress-making” and "rattan furniture-
making” commenced in May with 10 each trainee.
People increasingly visit the Center, ereating a lively
atmosphere. In the future, those who finish dress-
making course may expect to receive orders for
making dresses with CYK fabric as well as teaching
materials such as dolls and cloth balls for childcare
centers.,

Mobile Library Visits

In June, the long awaited mobile library paid its first
visit to the Center. The visit was realized thanks to
SIPAR?*, a loeal NGO, and many children, their
parents and family came from early morning. In
Cambodian villages, children hardly have chances to
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aceess books, and there is no hahit of reading at home
as many houses have no electricity. On this day, many
came to hear the SIPAR staff read aloud some of the
picture books, gazed happily at the hooks lined up on
the shelf trying to pick one to read, each and every
person spending an execiting day, Some children were
busy reading late in the afternoon. On the third visit
in July, close to 30 children came. The library seems
to have become a regular event.

*SIPAR - An NGO, which started working in a refuges
camp in Thailand, is now in Cambodia to support
Cambodian children. The mobile library project travels
around local facilities for children providing picture book
reaidings.

Exchange With Local Weavers

CYK's Weaving Training Center attached to the
Community Learning Center has been carrying out
regular leszons in vegetable dye skills for experienced
weavers in the community since early this vear.

Vegetable dyes naturally available in Cambodia are
uszed, but very few people in the neighborhood of the
Center usze vegetahle dyes, About five people
participate showing intense interests. Barks of
Tabeng and Prahoot trees are boiled down to get
colors, vivid pink color from Tabeng and soft vellow
color from Prahoot.

It i a stimulating experience for the
weaving students to be able to exchange with the local
weavers in the community.

The goal of the Community Learning Center is to
have the Management Committee assume the
responsibile role in its management. Significant
progress has already been made towards this goal by
developing diverse relationships with the community.
Having people gather at the Center and invigorating
the community is a major ohjective of the "Community
Center,” We hope to continue our support for
independent effortz of the Management Committee,
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¢ NGO Consulting Service

Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs offers "NGO
Consulting Service”. International NGO members are
nominated to act as consultants and answer questions.
Rika MINEMURA and Kyoko HASEGAWA at CYR act as
consultants and are ready to answer inguiries and
guestions on NGO and international activities. Please
foel free to call or write to them at CYR.
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International Cooperation Makes Progress
in Close Association With Community

Eiko TOYOQDA, the executive committee

The Project for Support Activities far Children in South-East Asia of
Takyo Kita City is an ongoing effort of the cilizens and local
government of Kita City and CYR. Its main aclivities are accepting
trainees from Cambodia and conducting study tours. This year, a
staff member YEAN Maly trained at Akabane Mursery School in
Kita City. Ms. Eika TOYODA of the executive committee reports.

The executive committee of Kita City's Project for Support
of Children in SE Asia has continued its endeavor, seeking
effective ways of international cooperation while earrying
on community activities individually, From the start, we
aimed to deepen understanding the status quo of countries
in 5K Asia and to assist people in such a way that they
would take pride in their country, rather than to provide
material support. Modest efforts which started with
empathy for CYR's care for children mark the 10th year
of our activities, We believe we have contributed to
increasing international understanding in the field of
childears, thanks to cooperation of community people, local
government and CYER.

Based on our wish to transmit message to the
community, our program has annually provided
opportunities to vizsiting trainees to make presentations
and interact with citizens. This has taken the form of
cooking classes, photo exhibitions, fair trade, and forums,
This year, we chose "knowledge” as a theme and asked
parents and children to participate in learning more about
Cambodia. The program included Cambodian traditional
dance, Cambodian nursery rhymes and dances with
participants, Ms. Maly's introduction of her home country,
culminating in the celestial show at the planetarium where
the event took place,

How wonderful it would be if the first step to
family volunteering began with conversation between
parent and child, sharing thoughts about people on our
planet, as the stars look down the one world we all live on.
We sincerely thank everyone who helped make the event
a hig success,
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4 Come and Join Us at the 35" CYR Charity Bazaar

Time: October 24{Sun) 10:00 — 16:00
Place: Shinsei Kalkan
{Next to Shinanomachi Station on JR Chuo Line)

CYR is holding its annual charity bazaar for the 35"
time. Come and get Big Bargains! We sell sundries,
foods, clothing, ete.

Please help CYR through its Charity Bazaar!

- by donating sundries, china, towels, soaps, toys, foods,
and clothing (sorry, only new clothes), Bring or send your
donations by October 18 (Mon) to CYR Office,

- by sorting and putting prices on donated goods at CYR
Office and by helping with the sale

For further information;
Call: 03-3796-6377 E-mail eyr@mtb.biglobe.ne.jp
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Meetings & Lectures
6/6 The 2" CYR General Meeting & Report Meeting (Tokyo)
612 International friendship exchange at Kita-ku organized by

the Committes of Support Activities for Childeare in SE Asia (Tokvo)
621 Report Meeting at WE Shop Kanagawa

& WE Shop Tama (Kanagawa)

G/26 Report Meeting at Takao Children's House (Tokya)
6/27 Report Meeting (Kyoto)

WVisits to sponsors:
Kao Corporation, Lid, (Tokyo), Imurava Confectionary Corporation,
Ltd. {Tokya), Mainichi Newspapers Social Wellers Foundation (Osaka)

Sales of Cambodian Textile

6/4,5 Asia & Africa Fair at Hotel IBLS (Tokyo)

6/27 Film Show at Evoouji Temple (Tokyo!

725 Lantern Festival at Hyakkannon Meijidera Temple [Tokyo)
7130 the National Childeare Forum organized by JICHIRO (Hyogo)
8/24 JICHIRO Women's General Meeting (Tolyo)

Charity Events
G/4-7/16 Charity Khmer Language Class (Tokyo)

Vigite by Junior High School Students
Hikoito Junior High (Saitama)

Consignment Sale of Cambodian Textile

Café Gallery Gaslight (Maganal, All-Japan Prefectural and
Muunicipal Workers Union (JICHIRO) International Department
{Tokyol, the Committee of Support Activities for Childeare in SE
Asia (Tokyo)

Thank vou verv much for yvour cooperation.
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Glutinous rice is often eaten in Cambodia, nol so0 much as
staple food but more often as sweets. Here we introduce
some sweets made from Cambaodian glutinous rice taught us
by a mother of one of our staff.

ANSORM: This is often made at home for
WNew Year's celebration and weddings.
Glutinous rice and banana slices are
wrapped up into a evlindrical shape using
the banana leal, and tied with a string split
from the leaf and boiled (or steamed). The
banana leaf imparts nice smell to the rice.
Ingredients such as lard, mashed beans,
coconuts and sugar may alzo be used.

KRALARN: Glutinous rice (soaked overnight in water),
red beans and coconut milk are placed inside a bamboo
trunk and the opening iz covered with a banana leaf.
Bamboo trunks are then placed in the fire, When done,
the charred outside skin is shaved off leaving the thin
inner skin. The thin skin is peeled off and the content
is ready for eating. Enjoy pleasant coconut smell.

NOM EATOM: Glutinous rice added with a pinch of
salt is filled in a bag made of woven sugar palm leaves
and then steamed. Freshly steamed sweets fill your
mouth with simple taste of soft glutinous rice.

The methods of cooking these sweets are handed
down from mother to daughter as family recipes,
Making these sweets together tightens the family
bond. Japan also has the culture of making unique
sweets using glutinous rice such as “Ohagi (soft rice-
balls covered with sweetened bean-paste)” and
“Dsenbei (rice crackers)”. This similarity gives us a
strengthened cultural connectinn.

N a village mather heading off to sell ANSORM

CYR®DERZE CHEL =S 0N

E% 8 Regular member ¥ 10,000
A28 Group member ¥30,000
$Bi= & Supporting member #A%E4 L Any amount

TREOOEIS
E{EEE Postal transfer @ (55 HILEEEEX 22

BRAZSRAAFAZE (F:8E) No.1351747

Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi, Roppungx branch, savings account

Please Join CYR

$EER Student member ¥3,000

CEELESL Please send the money to the following accounts:
No.00110-8-36227
TR Y Bank transfer : HEFRFFEWEAL HLHREEEZ LS
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@ CARIMG FOR YOUMNG REFUGEES

T 106-D046 85 HREE FTHE A 3-2-20 SRS L 2F
TEL: 03-8796-6377 FAX {1 03-3705-5300

YR ﬁ]L\m%x.%ﬁ Email | cyra@mib. biglobe.nejp

URL = hirpifiwwwha biglobe ne jp/ CYR!

Head Office

Maruto Azabu Bldg. 2F, 3-2-20, Motoazabu, Mimnalo-ku,
Tokyo, 106-0046, Japan

Phnom Penh Office

Mo 67 Snmdech Sathonros Bhed,, Sangkot Tonle Bassse, Khan
Chamkar Mon, Phoom Penh, Cambodia TEL: +855-23-2 106 40
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