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Exchange Between “Village” and “Town” Childcare Centers
-Khemara Visits CYK Childcare Centers-

From 2003, CYK (CYR in Cambodia) started assisting
childcare centers operated by Khemara, a local NGO,
Khemara bases its activities in Russei Keo District in Phnom
Penh City, where many ethnic minarities live, often facing
discriminations. Most residents work as day laborers, and
serious issues like sex trade, drugs and HIV/AIDS infections
abound in the community.

CYK helped to re-open Khemara's Childcare Centers
by providing acutely needed financial assistance, teaching
materizals and advice about childcare, Khemara submits to
CYK monthly reports about their activities, In spite of financial
hardship, Khemara values communication with the
community and works hard for children. CYK respacts such
attitude of Khemara and continues its support by offering
advice whenever needed. CYK would like to ascertain the
kind of support really necessary for them, After all, we have
a lot to learn from them.

Last December, Khemara's childcare workers and
committes members visited CYK Childcare Centers. This

I FEEESOEB Children, Our Future

visit was plannad and managed by CYK Cambodian staffs
and Khemara's childcare worker. Yean Mary, a naw CYK
staff, performed her first big task as Japanese staffs were
not prasent, and reports about the visit.

Purposes

Seventeen people from Khemara including six childeare
workers, staffs and committee members visited two CYE
Childeare Centers in Beng Khyang District. This visit
was to understand the environment surrounding children
by sharing each other’s experiences on self-management
of the centers and content of childcare,

Leaving Phnom Penh early in the morning, visitors
divided into two groups and visited Prey Ta Toch and Beng
Ehyang Childcare Centers. Since it was Friday and
centers finished in the morning, the party observed
children until the time they went home. After pleasant
chat over lunch, discussions were held in the afternoon.
Three staffs and nine childeare workers from CYK, the
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Beng Ehyang Community Leader, the Village Head, and
parents participated in the discussion.

Differences between Khemara and CYK

Discussion revealed good points and points to be improved

of the two groups and differences, some of which are cited

helow.

- At CYK, children are encouraged to take care of
themselves, such as serving their own lunch., But at
Khemara, childeare workers tend to look after children.

« Majority of parents from CYK Childeare Centers are
farmers, but most parents from Khemara are factory
workers.

- Fee for childeare is 2000 Riels (about 53 ven) and 1 kg of
rice per month for CYK and 500 Riels (about 13 ven) per
day for Khemara. Both have hard time collecting fees
due to poverty and lack of understanding on the side of
parents toward childcare centers.

- Khemara's Centers have good relationship with the
committes,

Ehemara's Childcare Center has a committee
selected from among local residents. One of the
committese's tasks is to raise fund: they obtained sand,
timber and galvanized iron sheets to fix the center

buildings, and negotiated with the commune leader and
other core members of the community Lo collect donations.
The commitiee members act as a bridge between childcare
centers and local residents.

Despite some differences. the two NGOs share
the fundamental aims of achieving sound growth of
children and supporting their parents to concentrate on
their work, increase their income and not to worry about
their children. We also came to realize that in both
districts, childeare centers are very important to children
and their parents.

Next Visit Is to Khemara
Discussion went beyond the scheduled time. Khemara's
vigitors commented on CYK's Childeare Centers as having
“rood environment with big land and lots of trees”, “good
guality of teaching material and toys” and “childcare
warkers carry out fun activities which attract children”.
These are the differences az seen by Khemara, whose land
15 small and toys scarce.

More importantly, CYK childcare workers, village
leaders and parents learned that Khemara's earnest efforts
re-opened their childeare centers. They were moved by
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TN DIBEERS

(URSERBYEEIY - A+ IV —OFHELD)

FEFOHE - RIETP o JRER, AETVOREEMO2AMEER, MEOFEESTREORBICHED. #
BAEFEEOREENSEINCESEERTESETS. UVIREESEYT—F, BST 5.

FASOREY  ZREPFVTOFNEEE. REMOEEROHE (RM, FIVER, LV, K HPBE ./ F

EENFRMEORETNSER¥ 25ke AMERENSEE 10,000 J I 262 H)
FREOSN : FEEORESHSAHKERSLT1B500U TILE13A)

EE5-TULEL, RARK100~200U T #3-5M) DHH, FoEL
HABVWEETSEN, EES0ELTEESHEDTHE, FEFEEVENLD
R, S<ORIZAERAMET, BENIE, KEEFES, EVERD, K,

REMD. BNEFRSEEOEEELTNDS, 1BORAZEDLERELTH

ADN, TEOZNBETHS.

= - 2003F10RIC2523NF £ ENEETESGL. RESDESES,
BES, HMEETEOETE SE, FRORSIC, N/ ONERENRELNIC.

FEEEHEREENETHNFRNEFT .

AN S TRVERIR ] [Ho BV RS EH A5 - T
LA HREFE IR TFEuAMBER TSR 2S5 L7 L
FEIZT-{SAToTV ) AvHBRAHELE chig
BETAEL, BEAFREL TV A =FOETHEITES
AT,

ELICEEE DR, CYKRBERORESOHE,
(RETLA, Y=I7RRIFHEAHL, ToEoEHO
HEEEMICESEREMAILNTELILTT, 77
OFEICEEIL =Sk, EC IR EAESOEBRHE
Dol LTLEFMILETHY, Tolhizl ot

OEFEFNCLEEERSHEVVEEL S0 TLE.

I CYR EFMOHOEERO DL 2O EE
U, CYK =70 T HPERNLEDILEFUEL
7=, EFavEEs. EECLHERETRL, BEW
ICREZHBESHELE. RIECYRA Y =3&3ihTr
v IZORBHOREEZEN, boliVEABES{E-T
WEREWEENWET,

22003 EEO IR, B iHH S E AR oB R I L0 Ak
LT,

Khemara's story, saying that they did
realize the need for a childeare center,
wanted to create the committee for their
centers in order to continue operation of
childeare even after foreign assistance is
severed in future.

Khemara learned about one form
of village childeare center from CYK, and
CYK were inspired by Khemara's
perseverance and experience. Childeare
workers, parents and local residents
exchanged opinions and got stimulations,
CYK will visit Khemara's Childecare
Centers next and learn about their
situation, and will continue to try
establishing a better cooperative
relationship.

*This propect 1n 2003 15 supported by JTOHTRO
Fukuoka.
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Khemara's Report FPheang Seangly, Childeare coordinator
Dutline of Khemara's Childcare Center

Ehemara operates Mittaphiap Childcare Center and Speankhpuas Childeare
Center, taking cave of 57 children from the district. The committee members
selected from among children's parents manage the center. Khemara supports
and gives advice to the committee.

Role of the Committee

The committee received following donations:

Materials for fixing the center buildings (timber, galvanized iron roof, bricks,
floor, well, etc) f Children's clothes / 25kg of rice per maonth from tax
aceountants in the commune / 10,000 Riels (about 263 yen) per week from
the commune leader

Contribution from parents

From children's parents and guardians, lunch fee of 500 Riels (about 13 yen)
per day per child is collected. However, in reality, there are families who pay
only 100 — 200 Riels (about 3-Gven) or cannot pay at all. Donations collected
by the committee members are not enough to meet the end, Most parents are
engaged in physical labor such as working at construction sites, carrying rice
bags, washing bottles, laundry, selling fish and fruits. Daily income is
consumed for rice and chareoal, and there are days withoul any work.
Graduation Cergmony

In October 2003, parents, guardians, committee members, district leaders
and newspaper reporters gathered for the graduation ceremony for 256 children.
Pouches and stationeries were given to graduating children, All children will
enter Russei Keo elementary school.
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Events to Commemorate the 50th Anniversary of
Cambodian and Japanese Diplomatic Relations

The year 2003 marked the 50th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Cambodia and Japan as well as
Cambodia’s independence, and 1t was also ASEAN's Japan
Exchange Year Various events were held in both countries
with CYR participating in some.

In Japan, the Cambodia and Japan Exchange Fair
was held on November 15 on the prounds of the Cambodian
Embassy in Tokvo. CYR and NGOs invelved with
Camhodia held a photo exhibition and sale of Cambodian
goods. This was the first time that a joint event was
carried out in collaboration with the Cambodian Embassy.
The NGO booths lined up along a narrow pathway and
were buzzing with many people. The Embassy treated
visitors to spicy and delicious Cambodian dishes, and many
stood in line to sample the foods. Cambodian dances were
performed Lo entertain those interested in Cambodia and
ex-patriate Cambodians feeling nostalgia for their
homeland.

In Camhbodia, an ODA and NGO exhibition (the
ODANGOD Exhibit) was hosted by the Japanese Embassy

in Phnom Penh and JICA for 3 days from Qctober 29, Many
NGO booths were set up at the Chak Tomok Theater, the
venue for the event. It turned out to be a great success, as
it was attended by Mr. Hun Sen, the Cambodian Prime
Minister, the government officials, many Cambodian
people and Japanese tourists, In addition to the photo
exhibit introducing the activities and =sale of hand-woven
silks, OYK (CYH in Cambodial opened “Outdoor Childeare
Center” displaving toys and teaching tools on straw mats
spread on the ground. Many adults as well as children
had a great time playing with toys, They wanted to buy
toys for their own children, and some even visited CYK
(Office later.

That we could arouse interests of the government
officials as well as the general public in Cambodia in our
activities was the greatest harvest we reaped from these
events. CYE staffs in charge of the exhibition and village
childeare workers were inspired to renewed confidence in
their work.

FEEi=50EA  Children, Our Future 5
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Creating Environment for Learning Letters

The literacy rate among Cambodian adults is said to be 58% (UNICEF
“State of the World's Children 2003"), and those in remote villages
have even less chances of leaming letters. CYR trias to produce
teaching materials in the hope that more children would feel familiar
with letters. “Khmer Alphabet Table”, produced in 2001, is used by
many childran in CYR's childcare centers and also in other facilifies
for children, "Alphabst Cards™ and "Alphabet and Picture Book"
followed, How are children playing with them?

Children Playing With Alphabet Cards
Pictures from Khmer Alphabet Table are cat out and pasted
on cardboard and children play with two sets of cards trying
to match the same cards from each set. Six to seven
children sit in a circle and are intent to win the game,
while others wateh from outside.

Big smile breaks out when a child successfully
matches two cards, while another child is vexed having
turned a wrong card. One cautions another not to move
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the card he memorized. Little one manages to participate
with help from elder sister. Another turns the same cared
again and again. An onlooker tells a plaver where the
card is. The joy of the winner when he counts the cards he
took and learns that he had more cards than anyone else!

For village children with limited opportunity Lo
play with such a material, this game gives them the biggest
fun. Owverall. these children seem to be less competitive
than Japanese counterparis perhaps because of differences
in their environments. After long use, the cards are worn
out and some have been pasted with new pictures. Putting
them in a cloth bag was a good idea since the country is so
dusty.

Other Teaching Materials

Picture Book: A word starting with one of KEhmer
alphabets and a picture depicting the word ave placed on
two facing pages. This 15 the first picture book that
children encounter. Children carefully turn the pages of
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the book, which is just the right size for their hand.
Memory cards: There are twenty cards with pictures of
familiar foods, which are used to teach children the names
of foods and train them in memory and concentration
necessary for reading letters. They are also used to identify
the pictures of the alphabet cards. These materials are for
those who have not vet to learn letters.

Consonant Puzzle: We are still testing effects of the puzzle
made up of 33 pieces, each representing Khmer consonants.
Children play with the cards arranging them similarly to a
sample and trying to make up a word. We are trying to
work out the rules of how to incorporate 23 vowels,

How These Games Influence Development of Children
In a survey previously conducted on children graduated from
UYEK childeare centers, a schoolteacher told us “children
from CYEK know more letters than others”. Their
experience of plaving with letters in early childhood must
he helping their learning at school.

Children start to show interests in letters at
around 2-3 vears of age. Lucky ones who get teaching
materials suited to their development stages and interests

absorb knowledge easily. Thus it is necessary to provide
several materials adapted to their development stage.
Ideal ones are those with easy to understand purposze and
those which ean be used repeatedly, Tt is advisable to
carefully watch and see if children are choosing the
material on their own and know the joy of learning.

We have introduced several teaching materials
for learning letters and found that some do not work out
well. If a childcare worker does not understand their use
and purpose, she cannot show children how to use the
material and eventually the material is left un-used. 1t is
quite important to explain the purpose of materials over
and over at the training sessions for childeare workers, We
started preparing instruction manuals in Khmer language
showing how to use the materials. Though it 1s a matter
of trial and error, we would like to make teaching
materials, which arouse children’s curiosity and help their
development.

*We thank Kao Corporation, Ms, Hiroko OTAEI and donors to
“Alphabet Table Fund” for providing funds for these materialg,
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Working for Self-support of Childcare Center
and Improvement of People’s Lives

From 2001, CYR carred out the Micro-Credit Program in Beng
Khyang District whare childcare centers are located. The
Program aims to help improve livelihood of villagers by offering
to children's families the loan of up to US$100 per project for
10 months. It also aims to use the interast for operation of the
centers. The interest rate is 3% per month, lower than 5%
which is the prevalling rate in Cambodia. As the second year
program finished at the year end, we evaluated the result by
interviewing the barrowers. How did their life and awareness
changea through the Micro Credit Program?

Progress

The most common use of the loan was to buy and raise
cows, and most families had good progress, Mr,
Boutomroth used the loan to buy a UUS$300 calf, which
grew up and sold for US$E00. He used the profit as the
capital to buy another calf. My Sokhem started honey-
gathering and hike-taxi service. He earned 1155100 in 10

8 FEEIES0EAB  Children, Dur Future

months from both businesses.

Figs can be bought cheaper. but they easily get
sick and medical costs are a burden. People started to
grow mushrooms thinking it was easy, but many failed,
Ms, Sotha, a successful grower, happily showed her
mushrooms. Other than those examples, common practice
in villages was to engage in selling rice, fish or sweets.

Participants veport on their progress in monthly
meetings and pay interests. Many found opinion exchange
at the meetings very useful, However, some cannot attend
sinee their income depends on their davs work. CYE(CYR
in Cambodial would like to utilize the meeting for purposes
such as studying culfivation of difficult-{o-raise mushrooms
and exchange their business experiences,

Village Life Comes to Surface
The participants have submitted their plans for use of Toan
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[mrerviewing the borrowers

in advance, but many started a second job or changed to
lifferent job as they failed or inished the original one, It
1s very common in villages to have second jobs other than
farming, which is their main work, Villagers are much
more flexible than we expected and live vigorously, not
disturbed by a failure. It was impressive to see their sound
way of life, and how they expanded their work, challenging
new business with borrowed money.

The generated income is used for daily necessities
such as food or medicine, rather than for saving. It is also
used to buy the next cattle or materials for new business,
We deepened understanding of village life and awareness
by interacting with villagers through the Micro-Credit
Program.

Achievements and Challenges

Under the previous two loan programs, loan were returned
without delay, and the total of 70,000 yven acerued as
mterests was used for management of the Childeare
Centers. It is only a small portion compared to the annual

operation cost of 500,000 yen, However, it is a big step
forward for self-reliance of the childcare center, which is
our goal for the future, During discussions, household
visits and meetings, we repeatedly explained to the
villagers about the importance of childeare and self*
reliance of childeare centers,

However, there are still people who do not pay
the fee of 2,000 Riels (about 53 yen) and lkg of rice for
childeare, although they earn money under the loan
program and everyone agrees that interests should be used
for operation of the center. We may need to spend more
time to explain the relation between interest payments
and childcare fee, In order to keep villagers' interests in
Childeare Centers, it may be necessary to explain more
coneretely how fees are used for the Centers,

The new loan program started from February
2004, and 33 people started various jobs with big hopes.
We sincerely hope that this small trial will lead to the
self-reliance of CYK's childeare centers in the future,
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Notice to CYR Supporters

We will not be soliciting donation of goods for spring
bazaar this year. As the space in our affice is very much
limited, we would appreciate receiving them after
September for our autumn charity bazaar. Thank you.
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Contemplating the World
from Buddhist Temple

Kansho TAGAI, Kyoouji Temple

During the NewYear's Holidays, an exhibition of Mr. Masanor KOBAYASHI's
pholos and sale of Cambodian siks were held at Kyoouji Temple, a CYR
supporter. It was a happy occasion as many visitors came fo the tample,
attendad the exhibifion and sale, and leamed about CYR. Ven, Kanshe
TAGA|, the head priest of the temple. commented on the event.

I have wondered for some time if we could open our Main
Worship Hall for worthy causes. One option was a photo
exhibition if suitable photos were available. During the New
Year's holidays, many people visit our temple, the zeat for one
of the seven deities of good fortune, and I thought it was a
good opportunity to appeal to them. This vear, we realized the
plan with help from CYR by holding the exhibition.

During the New Year's season, Kyoouji Temple offers
as lottery prizes handicrafts supplied by HNGOs, which include
CYR's calendars. This led us also to receiving their help for
aur film showing ses=ions. [ was very much impressed by Me
EOBAYASHI s photos of Cambedian children from the time 1
saw them in OYR calendar When framed. the photos became
vividly alive and emitted messages to viewers,

In addition to funerals and memorial services for the
dead, functions of a Buddhist temple include dispatching
information. At Eyvoouji Temple, we hold film festivals, rice
cultivation and sermons in order to promote ways of
contemplating “hirth, old age, sickness and death’. The Temple
provides both the opportunity to contemplate and the place to
practice. Ibelieve working together with NGOs such as CYR
will train and condition us to think of plight of the world as

our own, “Becoming invalved” brings the
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5 world closer to you, makes you think of their
= sufferings as your own, and prompts you to

bl think about what you can do to make this

world a happier place. [ am particularly
grateful to be given this opportunity for
realizing the words of Kenji MITAZAWA,
Japan'z national poet and story teller, that
“there will be no happiness [br myself unless
happiness prevails in the world™. I look
forward to continuing our close relationship.
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# Cambodian Children's Song and Picture Books

Last November, 2,000 copies each of "Cambodian Children's
Song and Picture Book” Vol. 1, Vol. 2 came off the press.
“My Dog Arkee” was ve-printed with assistance from Asahi
Mutual Life Insurance Co. and “Home in Khmer” with fund
offered by Toldo Marine & Nichido Life Insurance Co., Lid.
Children at CYR childeare centers enjoy looking at the
pictures and singing the songs.

These hooks contain traditional children’s songs of
Cambodia and heart-warming illustrations by Ms. Reiko
MITA, and were first published in 1997. The books are
popular not only at CYR's centers but also at kindergartens
and children's facilities in Camhbodia.

CVR Calendar (Dec. - Feb, )
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Lectures & Meetings
1413 Symposium on Conperation for Edueation of Children
at Uehanomizu University (Tolya)

1245 Forum, Kudo Iwao Memorial Fund (Iwate)
12/13 The 10th Anniversary Symposium

of People's Forum on Cambodia at Sophia University (Toloyol
1117 Lecture at WE21 Japan Tama (Kanagawal
2/21 Lecture at Recycle BORO (Tokyo)

Sales of Cambodian Textile / Photo Exhibitions

122 Photn Exhibitinns hosted by Kudo Iwao Memarial Fund (Iwatz)
12118 Charity Bazaar hosted by Mitsubishi Corp. (Tokyo)

1/1-7  Photo Exhibition at Kyoouji Temple (Tokyo)

134  Sale of Cambodian Textile at Kyoouji Temple (Tokya)

Charity Events & Bazaars

1218 Mass Concert for Gregorian Chants
at Univ. of Sacred Heart (Tokyo)

Thank you very much for vour cooperation,
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PIDAN

— Tradition That Ought
To Be Preserved

People took PIDAN with them as they fled
from the civil strife that ravaged Cambodia
for more than two decades. PIDAN iz a
silk cloth woven in the traditional IRAT
pattern for use as shrouds, for hanging on
the wall and ceiling of Cambodian temples.
It means “ceiling” in Khmer language, Tt
is offered to the temple by worshippers and
is an essential item for Buddhist rites such
as memorial services and funerals.
Threads are tied and dyved many fimes for different colors, and then
woven to create most intricate patterns with beautiful lustres,

There are a great variety of patterns ranging from a scene of
Buddhist narrative to mythological characters such as Naga (snake
dragon) and Apsaras (dancing angel), temples at Angkor Wat, fauna
and flora from the spiritual world representing abundant nature of
Cambodia. PIDAN patterns are uniquely different according to
regions and have been carried down only through memories of
weavers. Sadly, overwhelming number of weavers died during the
war and those who survived are now too old to weave.

In December 2003, a PIDAN exhibition was held in Phnom
Penh supported by a group of Japanese people wishing to help
preserve this magnificent tradition. Many colorful pieces were
shown, and CYR weaving trainees were deeply impressed, some
of whom are now challenging to weave PIDAN.

Currently, a book entitled “Traditional Textiles of
Cambedia” by Gillian GREEN, an Australian, is attracting attention
of textile enthusiasts in Phnom Penh. The book discusses the history
and techniques of Cambodian textiles and carries many photos of
beautiful patterns. Weavers value it as a text for their work.

That people are showing greater interests in traditional
fabrics and making efforts to preserve them is another significant
move toward restoration of traditional culture of Cambodia.

CYRDEFEIEZE CZIWML ==L
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#By< B Supporting member #E L Any amount

TROOB(C#4 {72 &1y, Please send the money to the following accounts:
B {ERE Postal transfer : (5555 YHLOHREEEZ LS
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