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Cambodian Villagers’ Life and Their Views on Education
— What the Follow-up Study Revealed

In CYR Mewsletter Mo. 65, we reported on the follow-up study
of children who attended CYK Childcare Centers. The study
is still continuing and is now in the final stage of drafting the
written report. As discussed previously, more than 400
children who completed their attendance at the four childeare
centers were interviewad slong with their caretakers and
teschers by childcare workers and CYK staffs at their homes
and schools,

The study revealed a lot of new information regarding
the village life and villagers' views on education. Detailed
stories about some of these children follow.

Working Children

Most children entered and are attending primary school.
This is quite extraordinary in Cambodian villages where
many children drop out or repeat the same grade.
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Howaver, 18 did drop out of primary or middle schools,
Most work in shoe-making or sewing factories near their
homes except a few younger ones who stay home and
help with houseworlk,

The work at factories starts at 630 a.m, and ends
at 8:30 p.m. if they work overtime with lunch break.
The monthly pay of 340-50 is exceptionally high for a
work in the village, but not every one has such an
opportunity. Only young people can get such jobs, with
the rest being forced to live from hand to mouth.

Complex Family Situation

We found that family situation was often most complex.
“I withdrew from school because | could not burden my
mother any more. I hope my brother (who is in the 1st
grade of high school) will continue his schooling...”, told
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a 15-vear-old girl who was working in a shoe factory.
Her father left family to live with another woman,

Parents of another child were divorced because
the mother went to another man while the father was
in the army, and the stepfather drinks and beats them.
This child dropped out of primary school when he was
in the fourth grade.

Appreciation of Education

88% of parents and caretakers thought CYK Childeare
Centers were “good” because “children learned
alphabets, numbers and songs”, “children got along with
other children and made friends”, and “parents could
work without worryving about children”,

However, the school expenses are a burden on
their meager living, and children are valuahle earners
of income. On the whole, they were not necessarily
enthusiastic about schooling.

A T-year-old hoy who dropped out after two years
of primary school is helping with the household chores
because his parents consider “education up to that age
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A 17-year-old gir]l withdrew from the middle
school in her second vear to learn sewing upon insistence
of her mother that "a woman neads to have manual
skill". She works at home and gets paid 3,000 riels
{about Y85) for sewing a blouse.

Mote! Edueation in primary and middle schools in Cambaodia is froe,

as 8 rule, However, schools charge fees for paper, ete, because of

finaneial difficulties,

Evaluation by School

School teachers are in a position to compare children
who have been to childeare centers and who have not,
CYK interviewed principals and teachers of local
primary and middle schools,

Primary school teachers showed high regard for
the childeare center and children who attended. Most
favorably commented on them as “children know
alphahets and numbers”, “they are used to act as a
group”, “they learn gquickly and easily”, ete.
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Beng Khyang Primary School has a special class
for the first graders who graduated from CYK Childeare
Centers. Compared to others, these children have unigue
experience of group life and playing games: thus
deserving a special class where teachers find it very
easy to teach.

Withdrawal Is Due to Financial Reasons

Az for reasons why children withdraw from primary and
middle schools, “linancial reason of family” was the most
often cited answer. A middle sehool teacher told us that
“rich parents persuade children to attend school even if
the child does not want to go”. What impressed us most
was that teachers “found life hard” and therefore "held
a second job to sustain themselves"

One of the difficulties encountered in the survey
was to find out families’ "“monthly income”. In rural
areas, the concept of “monthly income” is hard to

understand. A farmer without his own land would worlk
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as a day laborer and get about 5000 riels (about Y142) a
day, but the work is not constant.

Learning Traditional Dance in Phnom Penh

We met a 15-year-old girl who was studying in a school
of art after graduating from Cheng Meng Childeare
Center,

She is attending the middle school attached to
the University of Fine Arts and learning traditional
dances. Her prandparents who are players and teachers
of Cambodia’s classie drama “Ayvay” recommended her
to enter the school and she is now living with them,
The classes are condueted mostly in French, and she is
also studying English at night. The tuition is 30,000
riels(about Y854) a month, and her life is not necessarily
easy. She is trying to realize her dreams by spending
worthwhile days.

“I hope one day I can go to foreign countries and
dance...”. she said with shining eyes.
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fEHA Wood Blocks
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This is the most popular toy, and provides children with very good
physical exercise, by pushing and pulling, making them use their
whaole body, They take turns to pull and ride the cart. Three carts
can be joined in a row. 1t also plays an important role in the center’s
day-to-day operations when used to carry buckets of water to toilet.
Older child ean pull the cart by himself, but small ones get together
to push the cart with a bucket many times in the morning.
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The blocks are put in a box with a handle so that children can move it easily.
They pile the blocks up tryving to build a house, a car. a street or a mobile
phone, and enjoy knocking down the building or knocking the blocks like
dominoes. Small children particularly seem to enjoy the warmth of wood in
their hands. The corners of the blocks are ground off after long use.

Every Child Loves Toys!
How Cambodian Children Play and Learn

Since CYR started its activities in refugee camps, we have beaen making toys and teaching materials for

children together with parents, staff and other local people. CYR's toys in a variety of materials and colors |

and hand-made with care for growth of children are valued very much in Cambodia where toys are still

scarce. These toys are also widely used in other schools and facilities. Here we introduce the kinds of toys
\ the children play with at our childcare centers. Are they similar to those in Japan?

A~
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The fun with puzzle is to put pieces back together after shuffling.
The puzzle is also ideal in that a child can complete it on his/her
own. Some children are interested in the picture but give up re-
assembling halfway after mixing the pieces together. For those
who play with the puzzle for the first time, we provide a picture of
completed puzzle. They must feel very satisfied when they can
complete it by themselves without referring to the picture.
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This tool is enjoyable for those who have mastered picking small objects,
pulling through and twisting the threads and a good command of using
two hands and eyes, The loom enhances children's endurance and dexterity
and coordinating motions of the hands and the eyes. A child appreciates
the feeling of achievement and joy to
use the small bapg they have made
themselves. By letting them choose
threads from a variety of colurs, their
sense of colors can be developed,

FRAMHR Playing "What's time, Mr. Wolf?"
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One child is the wolf and the rest of the children face the wolf keeping a distance of 3 to 4 meters. The children ask the
wolf “what's the time, Mr. Wolf?” together, and the wolf replies “2 o'clock” or “5 o'clock”, thus enjoying the exchange.
When children come closer, the wolf says “lunchtime!” and chases the childven around. The children scurry so0 as not to
be caught. The one caught then takes the role of wolf. This play is enjoyable for everyone regarvdless of their age. We
notice introvert children yelling loudly even before he/she knows,

b FEEESAEB Children, Our Fuiure
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Stilis are familiar in Japan, but here in Cambodia the way of riding is
different, putting the bamboo pole in between toes, Enjoying the texture of
bamboo, children are good at riding. Watching and wishing to ride like
their friends, children challenge repeatedly. This toy is good for Cambodian
children who have an exceptionally zood sense of halance,

ARz Dolls
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Dolls are also an item which has been popular among children since
the days at refugee camps. Dolls take the role of a child or a baby,
cuddled and laid down in bed for sleep, We believe dolls contribute a
lot in building up children’s linguistic ability as well as develaping
interests in society.

Fikl\Ev I Wash Basin
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Very different from the lifestyle in Japan, it is difficult to acquire a hahbit of
washing hands in the village care center where water comes either from the
well or the storage bin, By installing the wash basin suitable for small childven,
they can easily wash their hands whenever necessary. Two basins, one for
washing with soap and the other for rinsing, arve provided. But continuous
supply of clean water is difficuli, and cheap washing powder must be used
instead of expensive cakes of soap.

FEERESAEA Children, Our Future 7
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O-Khun /Thank you
‘Charity’ Cambodian Language Class

A Cambodian lanauage course was hald on the grounds of
the University of the Sacred Heart during the summer
vacation, and the entire lesson fees were donaled to CYR
for the benefit of Cambodian children. Profs. Tomokao
OKADA and Hiromi UEDA, associate professors at Tokyo
University of Foraign Studies, proposed the course and gave
instructions. Everybody who attended the class fought hard
with difficult Cambodian pronunciations and characters, but
under the excellent guidance of both instructars the class
was an enjoyable experience for all. Here we present some
of the impressions of studants.

Various Thoughts on Cambodia

31 people, all with differing motives, got together for a
total of seven claases to learn Cambodian: “After
visiting Camhbodia, T came to love the place! T want to
communicate with people of Cambodia™; I would like

8 FEEESAEB Children, Our Future

COBEORRE TLHLSRRNERERNFERE - BEAT
EOHLLREFCXFICEEERLEY S, &
ZREDEBEERITLEY.

TR < Tl 2&EIZ{daiz, TLERDRF DA TL
Arh LA, |

AREA T ELRFIREF LT,
MEEZEAT

T B dnaf, il | THFR AT
[EdodErel Tl e A A BERRA T T TR EAR
TEf, | S TREFPEMELBETERILLLT
L e e SN o B S5 28 -1 Sl iy B O P T oo R L
fro | TR T &l el fp S A L— B T /BE T Tft
Thif, FlihTtEa8ntadi&SiLET,

L, INE{OFICEEL TV EETa s
ELIEITEoTEET, VST RBRELAID

AT R B BIC M T, SBE T
THRETEEOB LI T RE, FREOHALRSA, L
TTTOREREFMCL, BELEEESTEER
Rl AT P ol = I = b L P = R < I
SIS EE SN EEEENESENEEEEEEEEE
to work as a volunteer in Cambodia someday™ “I was
intrigued by their writing system, which I'd never seen
before™: “1 thought 1 would take advantage of the

opportunity as it was to be of benefit for Camhbodian
children”.

Khmer characters are not easy!

The class not only consisted of an explanation of difficult
characters, but also included methods to make learning
more [un such as practicing different wavs of greetings,
listening to musie, watching videos, and an introduction
to the local culture. “I was able to learn about
Cambodian evervday life and culture from watching
Cambodian television commercials and a video of a
Cambodian wedding”; “The discussion with the
Cambodian teacher Ms, Kep made a lasting impression.
She wrote down the names of some Cambodian dishes
in Cambodian, and now I'm trying to make out how to
read them”; “Before conversation practice, T falt nervous
like a student just before an exam™: "My mouth got tired
from all of the different pronunciations that we don't
have in Japanese"; "The characters were difficult and
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A card wag zent from Cambodia to each participant.

“My name is Kim Sreang Solida, | am 4 years and 11 months, 1
have a family of seven: Dad. Mum, two older sisters and two
younger sisters. | like playing the Memory Game. T also like
lnoking at picture books, My favorite fools are ment, vegetables

fruits, desserts and sweets."

somewhal daunting. But when you work out how to
read the characters, then it becomes really interesting.”

On completion of the course...
“That wasz a lot of fun. I want to join next time, too!™
“Crur teacher taught us the practical aspect of the
language that you can't grasp just from reading a book™:
“It was great to be able to talk with the teachers and
the rest of my classmates in the class get-togethers. I
{elt a strong desire to continue studying”™; “T was able to
stay motivated beeause all the people I was studving
with just love Cambodia. I have a feeling that we will
be able to meet again some place”. .
We are discussing the possibility of holdin
another course next yvear with the teachers that will
attract an even greater number of satisfied students,

Please join the class next time! We are
grateful to the University of the Sacred Heart for
providing use of the classroom for free, to all the
students, and to the teachers who gave the course for
charity. Thank you all so much.

Helping to open the door to Cambodia.

Prof. Hiromi UEDA and Prof. Tomoko QKADA
To an open lecture held by Tokvo University of Foreign
Studies at the end of 2002, Ms, MINEMURA of CYR was
invited to attend. We were very much impressed when
she told us that, despite the fact that the money required
to run the child care centers wasn't a large sum in Japa-
nese yen, it was difficult to raise such money, We thought
about what we could do here in Japan to help, and came
up with the idea of a charity course.

Everybody was very enthusiastic and motivated to
learn, and it was very exciting for us, instructors. The
last session was a conversation practice with Ms, Kep,
and it was great fun to listen to expressions of all the
different personalities during the discussion. This class
was only an introduction to the study of the Cambodian
language, but we hope it was useful in helping to develop
the students’ relationship with Cambodia.

While we have not vet finalized the plan for the
next yvear, we are thinking “one day Cambodian experi-
ence” to enable the students to experience everyday cus-
toms of Cambodia., We shall consult with CYR to make
the class as satisfying as possible for every one.
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Welcome, Mr. KIM Vichet

Kaoru MORIYAMA,
Principal of Qji Nursery School

Mr. KIM Vichat, a staff member of CYR in Cambodia, came
to Japan for training in childcare through the cooperation
and support of Tokyo Kita City and the Project far Support of
Children in South-East Asia. Ms. MORIYAMA of Qji Nursery
School writes about his visit,

Sparkling eyes and gay voices of the children..., “It was fun playing
with Vichet-san”, "He smiled and said O-lKhun ithank voul”. We
have many fond memories of Vichet-aan's visit.

Cambodia iz not so far from Japan. The children and stall
alike were looking forward to the visit of Mr. Vichet from a country
that had so often been on the news,

On the first day of his vizit, the children quickly became
friendz with Mr. Vichet even hefore he was introduced, calling
out “Vichet-san®, smiling, waving, and holding his hands. His
vigit was only for five days, but we had our Sparts Day and Mr.
Vichel joined the stall in “bamboo dance”, as the audience cheered
and clapped hands,

Vichet-san taught the children some Cambodian games,
which were similar to the ‘cat and mouse’ and ‘drop the hanky'
we play in Japan. The children leved those games, We didn't
have a common language but children seemed to appreciate the
feeling of gratitude as he often put his hands together in a gesture
of thanks. "Expressing cur heart with gestures” is such an
important thing, but I wonder if we have forgotten it, [ felt anew
the meaning of the phrase.

In welcoming Mr. Vichet to our nursery
gchool, we felt so much closer to Camhbodia,
Meeting people, especially when we are young,
leaves a strong impression on our heart, so I do
not think children will forget his smiling face
soon, We are very grateful to have had the
apportunity o experience a different culture ancd
I hape we can add a global perspective to our

children's experience at a childeare center,



# Inauguration Ceremony at the New Weaving Center

The Community Learning Center at Trapeang Ilrasang, Takeo
was opened in June where the training in weaving is already
in progress, On October 23, the formal inanguration ceremony
was held, attended by the Secretary of the States the Ministry
of Education, Youth and Sport, My, SHINOHARA, the Minister
couneilor of Japanese Embassy in Cambodia, and CYR
directors. Children of Beng Kvang Childcare Center presented
the coconut dance, creating a cozy atmosphere. The day
marked the start of the Community Learning Center intending
at sell-management in the near future.

ORBWRNL>H— (9B~11A)  CVR Calendar (Sept. - Nov.)

WEs - #iE= Lectures & Meetings

g9fad R EIE— (AR 9424 Japan Seminar of Training Schools

100 JEEmsSy (HEO : | for Mursery Teachers (Hanagawal
115 JTHa sk (T 1049 at Kao Corporation (Tokyo!

115 SogiliEiks: (der) 1175  at Kimitsa High School (Chiba)

11029 WE21 S sindndedtds (W) 11/15 at Grassroots Initiative Fund (Tolyo)

11/28 Lecture at WE21 Japan Kanagawa (Kanagawa)
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1111415 [H B FORERMMETSTOHMm] (HR, X

Sales of Cambodian Textile / Photo Exhibitions
] el S0E0 Festa (Tokyo)

04,5 International Cooperation Festival (Tokya)
1¥1%  Ueno Catholic Charch (Tokya)
10129.30 International Market at the Tokvo American Club (Tokyvo)
1116 Cambodia - Japan Fair at the Cambodian Embassy (Tokyo)
11714,15 Cambaodia & A=ia Fablic Bazzar at Shokoin Temple (Tokvo)

11/22 FEEF RS (FUR. fEF) 1022 Film Show at Kyoouji Temple (Tokwo)
Frl)T4/35— - TOMA<E Charity Events & Bazaars |} (0% .?E‘Etﬁi‘ﬁ i ‘J_
3 9627 e ’“"_”F#"m*‘ (HURO) 0/5,27 Khmer Language Class
9/20 EfURR Y {Tokyo)
(MR, W) g@p Mivashiro Festival at Univ,
10/11,12 A2 RIEESD (HEF) af the Sacred Heart (Tokyo)
10/26 CYR #44f'— (030 10/11,12 Minato Kumin Festival
18 Bisfri—Foatnay—mn (Tokyo)

rAfF— (ED) 1008 CYR Dasear (Tokya)
11/8  ISSH Family Festival
at International School of the Sacred Heart (Tokyal

L OFEEMIHARE
Emrprh (i), b e (B, s (5. Visits by Junior High & High School Students
Bt (T4 Hirata Junior High ((3ifu), Hakuta Junior High (Simane),

Cva Junior High (Saitama), Katsushika Junior High (Chiba)
SHALERELEAESA, BUMFEI T EL:E.
Thank vou very much for your cooperation,
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Importance of Education Confirmed
KIM Vichet, CYK Staff

KIM Vichet of CYK reports on his training at childcars canters
givan by the Project for Support of Children in Socutheast Asia,
Kita City, Tokyo.

My first overseas visit was naturally to Japan, Except for
cold climate and high prices, this visit was most interesting
and most meaningful, thanks to kindness of many people.
I found that the Japanese have high respect for education
and that children are watched with warm attention from
parents and society. Nearly all of them are brought up
well with hetter education as valuable human resources to
shoulder the future of the country. As a result, Japanese
children are friendly, clean, brave, intelligent, respectful
and healthy, Cambodian children are a bit more shy and
not so healthy compared to their Japanese counterparts,
but their physical energy is stronger. They are the same
in one aspect - they are completely abzsorbed in playing
with tovs.

What T was most interested in the course of
training was “Management”. Japanese childcare centers
are managed under the local government’s management
system by the qualified stafl and with active cooperation
from the community, especially parents.

T met many volunteers at CYR Tokyo Office, and
was most impressed by their willingness to help. 1 feli
anew that our activities are indeed supported by people
like them.

Last but not least,
I wish to thank all the
people who supported
my training program. [
hope that [ can see some
of them in Cambodia or
in Japan one day.

CYRDERZE =M< 720> PleaseJoinCYR | g R 5= % 52 (CYR) 1.

FE2 8 Membership fee per vear

= Regular member ¥10,000 224 %@ Student member ¥3,000 WMZEEE S LT HEICRRESh. 1980 I

B &= & Group member ¥ 30,000
R Eh# B Supporting member #8EH L Any amount

TEROOEIC %S ¢ 72511, Please send the money to the following accounts; | bETEITHFHC Al BEEHSULVFH
No.00110-8-36227 Sz OGNSl EEEL. MAELETA

$8{7HE 8 Bank transfer : BEFEFFHEL HLHEEZEA LS R TORATESHERITLET.

B{EIEE Postal transfer © (355 $ILWHEEEEZ L2
HE=HHT/AEFREE (HE) No.1351747
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Translation Volunteers: Sachiko OHI, Denise & Masaki OCHIAL Paul QUIRK

SRR LR IOGCRTERD
CARIMG FOR YOUNG REFUGEES

Head Office

T 106-0046 WEEFEE TRE I-2-20 ASEFE L IF Maruto Aeabu Bl 21 3-2-20, Motonzabu, Minsto-ku,
TEL:03-3796-6377 FAX ! 03-3706-G390 Tonkya, 106046, Japon

%; mL\m%i%ﬁ Emunil * cvramil.biglobene jp

Phnem Penh Office
Mu67 Samdech Sothearns Bhed,, Sanghot Tomle Hossne, 1Khan

URL  herpifiwww fn biglobe, e jp” CTR! Chambar Mon, Fhnoem Fenh, Cambodin TEL: 485525210840
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