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Special Contribution

My First Cambodia - Meeting with Children

“Chom Riap Suo!”
Children came up to me one by one and greeted me
with their palms placed together. Girls played house
with toy cups, boys played with glass beads, and
others were on swing just by themselves, enjoying a
world of their own, Childeare centers are filled with
those children's voices and happy faces. From late
June to July, [ visited Cambodia for the fist time with
Mr Masanori KOBAYASHI, photojournalist, and met
children at seven CYR childeare centers located in
Phnom Penh and its suburbs.

The childeare centers open at around 7 a.m.
There is no electricity, but children enjoy reading and
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Yasuhiro KUNIMORI

drawing as well as singing and dancing to the
accompaniment of drums made of dried coconut
shells. Outside, they were plaving with stilts and
climhing trees. 1 could see games familiar in Japan,
such as “rock, scissors, paper”. There are always
small fights going on, but they make up quickly. At
eleven, they pour water from hig jars over themselves
to clean up dirt and sweat. After that, they have
lunch around noon. Children wearing caps neatly
help serve dishes of rice and vegetables. They learn
how to brush their teeth from a childcare worker,
and then all start eating. After meal, they brush their
teeth and take a nap.
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Interestingly, the atmosphere differed
remarkahly from center to center. Some are very well
organized as a group but others are more relaxed and
laughter fills the air. At one center, children were
gquiet and calm, but in another they were restless,
Enthusgiasm of childeare workers, number of children,
and family environment may be the causes of these
differences. I felt that children directly reflected how
well childeare workers and parents were aware of
the importance of pre-school education in order to
recover from the traumas of the war and to be free
from poverty.

As T was napping alongside children, their
voices woke me up. They were bending and making
eveglazses and dolls from coconut leaves. Time passed
quickly and at 3 p.m., they lined up, got a boiled egg
or snack one by one and went home. Children looked
back to me many time as they walked off,

There are other scenes that resemble
children of Japan. That is, there are lots of children
with brown hair. According to Ms. SEEIGUCHI, CYK
workers, the hair color turns brown because of lack
of nutrition and too much exposure to sunshine. In
Japan, young people dye their hair or parents dye
their children's hair brown, but in Cambodia the hair
color changes because of poverty. Two may look
similar outwardly, but the reasons behind are very
different.

‘Smoky Mountain’, a short drive to the
southwest of central Phnom Penh, is a mountain of
garbage and wastes, which are conveyed by trucks
from all over Phnom Penh every few minutes,
Millions of garbage lavers are huge enough to contain
a few soccer stadiums. Rotten smells. heat and swarm
of flies made it really difficult to breathe. However,
there are tens and hundreds of brown-haired
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children, collecting garbage with iron stick along with
adults. They pick out plastics and aluminum, and
when they see something which looks like food, they
eat it on the spot, That is their ‘job’ and ‘spoils’, and
their 'life".

I also saw lots of barefoot children looking for
"better wastes” at the damp site covered with broken
bits of glass. It is obvious that they could die from
infection by viruses entering through cuts on the sole
of their feet. At that time, Japan was amidst SARS
scare. But when I saw the situation of Cambodian
children, I felt that they needed sandals rather than
vaccines and medicines,

Ms. SEKIGUCHI and Ms. YAMAGIWA said,
“Usually, about half of children who enter elementary
achool drop out before they graduate. But almost all
children from our childeare centers continue going

d FEeEi=508B Children, Our Future

to school”. This shows the effect of pre-school
education is spreading steadily and certainly. It is
not going to be a smooth road, but if CYR's childcare
centers ave evaluated as a model case and the number
of childeare centers managed by Cambodian people
increased, opportunities for education of children of
the poorest families would increase and children
working in the damp site and of “brown haired”
children decrease, With such a hope, I left Cambodia.

Yasuhiro KUNIMORI

Born in Sept 1974, Worked as a reporter in Kobe
Mewspaper Company until April 2003, and currently is
training as a free-lance photojournalist.
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CYR Membership

It is 24 years since CYR began its activities. CYR was
created and has lasted till today thanks to its members
and supporters. What kind of people are they?

Transition of Membership

CYR consists of the official members (regular, student
and group) who have voting rights and the supporting
members who do not have that right., As shown in the
graph, since its establishment in 1980 the number of
members increased gradually from 50, reaching peaks
in 1993, 1995 and 2000, and then dwindled to 597 as of
March 2003, of which 75% are female members, If
classified by the year they joined, 20,4% joined between
1980 and 1984, 13.2% between 1985 and 1989 and 17.6%
between 1990 and 1994, It can be seen that in
proportion, the majority are those who have stayed with

us from the time of establishment. This trend shows
the strength of concern people had over the fate of
refugees at the time of eztablishment,

Members and Their Backgrounds

Several patterns can be seen in the motivations of people
for joining CYR, which also tell us the hackground of
the times, Here we introduce the events that motivated
some of our members to join through interviews with
them,

<At the time of establishment (1980)>

OYR was established in 1980 in Kao I Dang Refugee
Camp at the Cambodia-Thai border. At the time, many
volunteer workers flew to the camp, while others helped
with opening the Tokyo office. They alzo participated
in fund-raising bazaars and calling on passersby in the
atreet for donations. At that time, publie concern about
refugee problems was so acute that the most number of
people were involved in CYR activitins,

FEEE=5GERR  Children, Our Future 5§
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Voices of Members

Ms. Etsuko SHIMURA (Member from 1980)

| read about CYR in a newspaper article in 1980 just after its
establishment. | had not carad about refugee problems befors
that, but after reading about CYR's stance in "Turning eyes
on children left behind®, | joined immeadiately. As | was giving
lessons of drawing to children, | had strong interests in
children. Though | merely pay membership faes now, | keep
doing so in & hope to connect mysalf somehow to the support
of children. In 1881 | designed CYR's logo with the image of
a mother protecting a child, but in reality we adults receive
more hope and encouragement from children, don't we?

<‘The Earth of Men' Published in 1983>

When the activities in Kao I Dang Refugee Camp were
well under way, a book titled ‘Ningen no Daichi (The
Earth of Men)' by Ms. Michiko INUKAI was published
by Chuokouron-sha. Many people agreed with the
author that “donation of a small sum like 1,000 yen is
maore useful if donation was continued for at least for 3
vears than 100,000 yen donated all at once because the
situations requiring help exist for a long time”, and were
promoted to join CYER., For several years since its
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publication, this trend continued and many readers
became members,

Voices of Members

Ms. Kayoko DAITO (Member from 1984)

'‘The Earth of Man' emphasizes how valuable continuous
support is particularly by the phrase, “once one sfarts, one
should carry out till one accomplishes”. | have bean doing
what | can do with those words in my mind, When my first
baby was born, | started to support CYR. Hoping to do
something for Cambodian children | kept sending
mambership fees. As | make toys for children, | especially
wish to support toy making. Mot just in Cambodia but also
many places in the world, children are suffering today. We
adults must pay closer attention to children.

<Vox Populi, Vox Dei

{Column in the Asahi Shimbun Newspaper)=

CYR's activities in the refugee camp were mentioned
up in Asahi Shimbun's popular column, “Vox Fopuli, Vox
Dei' by the editorial chief, Mr. Kazuo TATSUNO.
Impressed by the column, readers came to knock on
CYR's door. The CYR staffs were encouraged by his
comment that “the main reason for the suecess of CYR
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iz that it works for refugee’s independence rather than
one-sided help”, and “lin CYR's childeare center)
Japanese staff gave way the central role to childeare
workers chosen from among refugees. They accept their
role as doing thankless tasks, such as improving
facilities and making teaching materials instead”.

Voices of Members

Ms. Hiroko OTAKI (Member from 1985)

| learned about CYR in the newspaper just at the time | was
searching for some way | could help other people, | have
fried to do what | can to help within my maans. | support
CYR for its realistic and down-to-earth activities, These days
we are constantly faced with horrendous events in the world
and are likely to be upset by yet another news, What | can
do is really tiny, but if | keep concentrating my energy on ane
target continuously, it could make things better.

<=Recent years>

In August 2001, My, Eiji OTSUKI, a reporter of Mainichi
Shimbun Newspaper visited Cambodia, and introduced
CYR in his serial article entitled “Rescue Children of
the World®, His article depicted the realities of
Cambodian rural villages vividly, and the part about

the lunch which cost only 10 ven per child greatly
interested readers, who consequently gave donations to
CYR.

CYR's annual bazaar is a big event in which many
volunteers are involved, When the event was introduced
in Yomiuri Shinbun's family page, an unusually large
amounts of items for the bazaar were delivered to CYR.
Volunteer workers were kept busy putting on price tags
anid serving as shop attendants, More than 300
ingquiries about the event were received from interested
peaple. This was a timely event for CYER to get more
memhbers, volunteers and donors who are supporting
CYR to today. :

Other motivations to become a member vary, such
as participating in CYR lectures and photo exhibitions,
purchasing our calendars, ete. There are particularly
many cases where someone becomes a member by
introduction of a current member or donor. Kindness
of people makes a big cirele and movement.

Taking this opportunity, CYR extends thanks for
yvour past and future supports,
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The First Step to Self-Reliance

The new Community Learning Center (CLC) in Trapeang
Krasang, Takeo was opened in June 2003. The Center
had been closed since UNESCO withdrew its support
for management in 2001. Upon receipt of the request
from the community, CYR helped with reopening by
repairing the existing building and constructing a new
building. CYR's Weaving Center was relocated from
Trapeang Sab, Takeo to this site and incorporated with
the new Center, marking itz new start.

Committee selected from the community people

The Trapeang Krasang CLC 1s operated by the
management committee consisting of community
representatives with support from CYK (CYR in
Cambodia). We hope that this joint effort will enhance

8 FE&ti=5088 Children. Our Future

the awareness of people and promote self-reliance of
the community through active involvement in the
activities. Mr. You Meth, the committee chairman,
enthusiastically said, “I'm very happy that the CLC
has reopened with the help of CYK and Japanese
peaple. We'll do our best to meet the needs of the
community”,

Graduation of 6th Year Trainees

Ten trainees finished the one-year live-in training.
and graduated from the new weaving center in
Trapeang Krasang this August. Ten females aged
between 15 and 30, majority in their late teens or
parly twenties, completed the one-year course, Before
coming to the center, they were helping the farm work



ANEpAFE Vo APWET, S0 EE RENFED
FhEBWET, T, 6 ARNEROER T TOER
O&HT, 2R ESCEICIT TR AL A,
LA EHRESIC T TR AZBAI L, £FEEEL
Tvieict Thkeztan T,

BrETHE 8D < @Y, TERid) Xl U=EL
Tz, 1HEEFREV - TEOTHESR R (AR TE3 L0007 A
—FIEL EEvvE, i THESRES ERELE LELSFT
b, ERALFEOP T, BoiTR— Ly 220 iibbig A~ B
VRN FEHA LR TIC o, BRELEERTAET,

FEEREOETRIDONTEEE B, FTEVESEIT EEGRAEET
FEEETTEWEEoTET, B9 0ERS BERTIREShAZ
SioEl, [#i-bo#Eh BRTEASSETHELWV, [BE0 A
BEIZA>TNBNETHOE ], [FHEL TN THIREITENEL)
LFEL T ELT,

L4ERT, 10 M TRERB RV FIZ2iHon), T—£ot3nIL
Fu ] PUVIBRWHEEF TR0 TEELE, —OPHEREL THRICHE
o, RELREEFTEIL), - boEiL~0HE—HFITiD
TLlEEAoTIE,

L

KOBAYASHI

CEER Masanori

and housework as well as taking care of young
siblings. Cambodian families are usually big, and
some of them have six to ten siblings. There are also
a number of households headed by women, showing
the impact of war. Six have dropped out of elementary
school and two have never been to school, To acquire
the special skill and earn money iz extremely
important to sustain their livelihood.

During the training, they learned the weaving
skills like “tying”, “weaving” and “dyeing with natwral
dyes". Looking back on the past year, many said “the
greatest joy was that I learned how to weave”, Others
gaid that they are happy to have improved their
cooking and house-cleaning skills. Despite occasional
homesickness, all learned to have empathy for others
and to do housework properly, thus attaining
maturity in their own ways,

After graduation, they hope to continue
weaving at home and help with family expenses. "I
do hope my work will sell in Japan”, “I am worried
about whether or not Japanese people will like my
work”, and “thank you for your support” were their
comments on the prospective sale of their work in
Japan,

A year ago, these ten women came to the Center
determined to “learn the high-level Ikat weaving
skills”, and to “make it their life-long career”. We
sincerely wish that that the skills that they had
acquired in the Center will be the first step to their
self-reliance in the future.

FEEESAMAB Children, Our Future 9
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# NGO Consulting Service

Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs offers "NGO
Consulting Service”, International NGO members are
nominated to act as consultants and answer questinns.
Rika MINEMURA and Kyoko HASEGAWA at CYR act
as consultants and are ready to answer inguiries and
questions on NGO and international activities. Please
feel free to call or write to them at CYR.
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Struggling with Khmer Alphabet
Mr. Tadashi TAMURA (Osaka)

Last year, CYR produced the Khmer Alphabst Table for Cam-
baodian children to learn how to read and write and also for
sale in Japan. We received a letter from Mr. Tamura, who
bought the Khmer Alphabet Table.

Last vear I became a foster parent of Chanty, a
Cambodian girl, through an NGO, Although English
translations are attached to her letters, I really wanted
to read the original (because Khmer writing looks so
interesting) and last January I started to learn Khmer
by video. It is still very difficult for me to distinguish
consonants in “pig”, “vase”, “bucket”, and “flower” and
the four cards with those words alwayvs remain to the
end when I'm studving by reading cards one by one.
Vowels get even more difficult.

I was really happy to get this Alphabet Table.
Mavhe it is similar to the joy felt by Cambodian children,
But then, they can pronounce the words by looking at
the pictures. Since they are living in Cambodia, they
must be far more advanced than me, a 54 year old
Japanese man. [ wanted to learn not only the Khmer
language but also more about Cambodia, so I read books
and searched through the Internet. I'm now beginning
to understand the situation surrounding Cambodian
children. Besides joining CYR, I decided to give money
and support to other NGOs working in Cambeodia,
Although I'm the one who give, 1
receive more to think and reflect
about my daily life.

I pray and hope that vour
programs for young children in
Cambodia will succeed.

Children playing with Aphabet Table
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# Come and Join Us at the 34" CYR Charity Bazaar

Time: Cetober 26 (Sun) 10:00 — 16:00
Place: Shinsei Kaikan
(Next to Shinanomachi Station on JR Chuo Line}

CYR is holding its annual charity bazaar for the 34
time, Come and get Big Bargains! We sell sundries,
foods, clothing, ete.

Please help CYR through its Charity Bazaar!

- by donating sundries, china, towels, soaps, toys, foods,
and clothing (sorry; only new clothes). Bring or send your
donations by October 20 (Mon) to CYR Office.

- hy sorting and putting prices on donated goods at CYR
Office and by helping with the sale

Far further information;

Call: 03-3796-6377 E-mail: cyr@mth.biglobe. ne.jp
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Lectures & Meetings

62 Lecture at Sinjuku Joenji Temple (Tokya)

&/7T The 2nd CYR General Meeting & Report Meeting (Tokyo)

69 Lecture at Kao Corporation Lid. (Tokya)

622 Lecture at MNiljima Gakuen High School {Gunma)

T2 Lecture at ‘NGO for the Senior Citizen in order to Promote
the Health & the Worth Living (Kanagawa)

815 Lecture at 'The 4th Child Assembly | August 15, 2003 (Tokva)

Sales of Cambodian Textile / Photo Exhibitions
6/2-13 Photo Exhibition organized by CLAIR and CYR (Tokyo)
7718-8/4 Photo Exhibition

organized by Shonan Totsuka YMCA (Kanagawa)
7127 Lantern Festival at Hyakkannon Megjidera Temple (Tokyo)

Charity Events & Bazaars

61 Catholic Meguro Church Bazaar (Tokya)
Catholic Azabu Church Bazaar (Tokyo)

TI26,8/2,9.23,30 Khmer Language Class (Tokyo)

&i22-24 Azabu Juban Festival (Takyao)

Visits by Junior High & High School Students
Nanbu Junior High (Aichi), Kouzan Junior High (Aichi),
Mishio Junior High (Aichil, Mijjima Gakuen High (Gunmal

Thank you very much for vour cooperation.
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Cambodian General

Election Held
Harumi SEKIGUCHI, Lisison Officer of CYK

General election was held in Cambodia on
July 27. Tt was the third election in
Cambodia and was for choosing
representatives to the national parliament,
and the second without United MNations
involvement. Tn addition to about 22,000
Cambodian electoral ohservers, ohservers from 43 countries
including Japan were there. Ms. SEEKIGUCHT and Ms.
YAMAGITWA of CYEK took part as short term observers for the
first time, and report on their day.

We were assipned nine voling posts opened at local community
centers, primary schools and Buddhist facilities at Trapeang
Krasang District in Takeo Provinee where a total of 7913 voters
were registered. Our duty was to confirm and report on fair and
free election. On the day before the election, the observers
inspected voling venues and watched preparvation. On the
Election Day, voling posts, its surroundings and actual voting
scenes were observed by the National Election Committee,

Villagers came early in the morning. Voting tickets
had pictograms of political parties printed on them with blanks
for ticks next to that, to help illiterate voters. Information
boards were placed in front of each venue. A committes
member was politely explaining how to vote to an old lady
who did not know the procedure,

To avoid dual voting, voters must soak the index finger
of their right hand in difficult-to-remove black ink. A voung
priest looking for the post where his name was registered
said that the election system i petting better and enabling
his people to vote in a democratic way. A voung mother came
on motor bike holding a baby looked happy in her fivst election.

The ruling party, Cambodian People's Party, gained
47.35% of the votes and the turnout of voters was 83%, which
was lower by 10% than the previous election in 1998, It seems
that the election was done properly in accordance with the
guidelines. The new Cambodian government will be created
soon. Let's see how the new cabinet farves.
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Head Office
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(\) CARIMG FOR YOUMG REFUWNGEES TEL : 03-3796-6377 FAX : 03-3796-6309 Tokyo, 1060046, Japan
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Phnom Penh Office
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