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Support for Battambang Childcare Center Completed

Battambang Province is a large province |ocated on the Thai
border in the northwest of Cambodia. As anti-governmant
faction, Pol Pot were active here during the civil war, many land
mines remain buried in the area.

Sobbhana, a local NGO, constructed *Community Center
for Women” in Sangker District of Anlong Vill Commune,
Battambang in 2000 with the help from CYR. Management of
its childeare center has since been assisted by CYR. In March
2003, CYR staff visited Battambang for evaluation of the canter's
program for the last time.

The Childzare Center has a playground in a very natural
setting, wheare children play on the swings, sand pits, see saws
and slides that were hand-made by the childcare workers and
CYR staff. Sound of their laughter reverberates in the centar.

Starting the Community Center from Scratch

The Community Center was opened in May 2001, The
costs of construeting buildings and the childeare service
were met by donations of CYR supporters including the
Kudo Iwao Memorial Fund, Ms. Kivoko SHIMAYAMA,
and Ms. Sachiko HIROTA, As the site had poor drainage
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and special drainpipes were needed to be laid, the locals
provided invaluable assistance and helped the Center
to open as soon as possible.

Our main job was to train local women in
childeare, who were inexperienced in this field. In
March 2001, we began their basic training at CYK's
Childeare Centers in Phnom Penh area by having them
actually observe children. After the opening, a total of
27 training sessions were conducted over a 2-year period
while trainees built up their experience taking care of
more than 100 children. The program covered many
topics including ‘child development' ‘'making play
materials’, ‘improving environment of the childeare
center', ‘health and hygiene education’, and ‘cooperation
with the community’,

All six childeare workers were determined to
learn, acecept and apply what they had learned by
exhibiting a fantastic teamwork. Sincere character and
strong leadership skills of Ms. Bun SOPHAL, the head
of the Community Center, play a major role in its
nperatinn.
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The Mainichi Newspaper Osaka Office of Japan
ecovered the Center in an article in August 2001, which
had a large impact among its readers. In addition, Ms.
SOPHAL participated in the childeare training in
Kitaku, Tokyo in June 2002

Future of Battambang Community Center

That the Kudo Iwao Memorial Fund decided to continue
its support and the support from a German Aid Group
was secured means the Center is taking a step towards
its independence.

With the start of lunch service in January 2002,
parents and guardians are asked to pay 500 Riels (about
16 Japanese ven! a month to help cover the childeare
cost, but as vet only about 25% pay the fees. This is the
most difficult problem for childeare workers,
Cooperation of both the guardians and community
people as well as coordination with other organizations
is vital to the future of the Childeare Center. At our
last meeting, we confirmed with the childeare workers
the importance of the Center's efforts to obtain such
cooperalion.

We hope that the Community Center will be

looked upon with friendliness by the community people
and continue to spread its roots,

Children’s Big Smile Supported Childcare Workers
Saeko YAMAGIWA (Childcare program)

Two great outcomes of the training were 1) childeare
workers spent the first two weeks of training at CYK
Childeare Centers to obtain hands-on experience in
childeare, and 2) ‘Handbook for parents on childcare’
which was put together by CYR with the help of
Cambodians at the refugee camp proved useful for
training. In Cambodia with very few childeare centers,
Sobbhana's childeare workers had the benefit of
undergoing training in childeare centers actually
managed by Cambodians. This had a large impact on
their subsequent work in childeare.

After the opening, the training was given to the
workers after I observed the actual childeare activities,
but it did not always go according to the plan. In the
dry season, enough water for the bathing of 100 children
had to be fetched by bucket from the nearby pond, and
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Children at the Childcare Center
(Photo by Masanori KOBAYASHI)

the water for the toilet and hand wash basins had to
be carried from big earthen jugs that had collected
rainwater, This was very different from life in Japan
where water is readily available by turning a tap. Even
sfill, if something is worth doing, even it is difficult,
the childeare workers are willing to do it for the
children.

The most difficult issues are strained daily life
of children's families and childeare workers. It is not
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at all easy for them to maintain high morale while
continuing work, How long will they be abhle to sustain
the current environment with a limited budget? They
may be able to continue work only because of the
smiling happy faces of ehildren.

T sincerely hope to utilize valuable experiences
that [ have gained in Battambang for future CYR
DrOErams.
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Renewed Start for Weaving
Skills Training

CYR's Weaving Center will relocate from Trapeang Sab ta
Trapeang Krasana, Takeo in July 2003 as the former
Community Learning Center (CLC) will re-open after extensiva
repair and addition of a new building. KHIM Vichet, CYK
siaff, reports as fallews. (CYK=CYR in Cambodia)

The Community Learning Center (CLC) ceased its
operation in 2001 when UNESCO withdrew its support
for management. Dilapidated building was repaired and
a new building was added to mark its start as a
community learning center for adult literacy and
weaving skills training,

CLC will be operated by the committee selected
from the community with support from CYR., Monthly
meetings will discuss the management and people will
be invited to participate in the workshop to think about
the meaning of the Center and importance of education,

The management committee’s enthusiasm and
expectations for the Center are evident as they plan
training of teachers for literacy classes and undertake
the roof repairs in cooperation with people.

15% of adultz in this community cannot read or
write (Ministry of Planning: 2002 Statistics), and the
Living standard is not specifically high. Many cannot
afford education, and those with skills have little capital
or management skills. It is our aim to increase
consciousness of people, improve their living standard,
and to promote development of the community by
encouraging people to work together in managing CLC.
As the people’s interests in the center activities deepen
and their awareness ol their own center enhances, CLC
will take the road for its seli-sustenance. “Precize
understanding of the needs of community”, “concrete
planning”, "discussion with people”, and “evaluation and
revision of the activities" will play a cardinal role in
achieving success,

* This project was supported by Tolevo Club, Tne.

F&Ei=5088 Children. Our Future 5



FETESORENHSH

~Ir 25 0RBrBR~

CYRIFHVHSTDNGO T575) ~OHAEREL. ERECAEShTOV 20RO REMABHAShET . 7

TSEDBHEEIZONT, HYEDOCYKERAYS -
ROTREHETTOEE)

HhUREFHO NGO [4<35]

regit, AURTTH 20 £ AEILRR RSN
19914E(Z, H-ROTHONGOELTERIISNELEL, &
THEMELFEL B ORBHRFEEL - THET,

OGN, ZEPTELEbonic, HiskiZE
L7 asFARERLLTWET, F=28EHv5E
AT, e F AL LARAAREICEEL T
VT, EARHE ICEEEL R TIR, <ok T

mrﬁ{éﬁﬁm SIS Mz EEs Lo T E
+, BEOFREVPLIA-PTIFTE TN
?Hﬁ]-“zaﬁm&:émﬂ ¥ S Rar U =

AT ot ER RS TSIDIT, EEAEAD
Mbibh AEEERT, b A T AT H O
ORI TV ES, ST =FORFRICFELE
TR bR HAZ LA FREICN E T,

YR ICXEEH
2002424 B iz r=F 131

R ?jﬂi[ﬂﬁl BT f]_.'_‘f_l_,f:g ;f}]zﬂﬂr"jrﬂ'-:ﬁ'.ﬂfl:

i, #9100 DT EL Al TUVvELT, FREF2 A

EHeE ST EicBEbh, 22

A—HIHNHELET.

{CYK=Caring for Young Khmer---CYR 12

O EE RSO T E LT R 40 A, F‘}%Ecr-n‘iﬁ'éﬂll
FFTAE25 A, BIEES THLWFEREO YL bk
T,

e FPIEL TOAGEMESR, REFTOEBEEDEF
2, CYRTIHESEHEL. #FFodEICHEIE
TAILICIENELD,

SAM LB LY T SOERR
Khomars's Childeare Ceonter re-opened in May

A Dream Come True - Khemara’s Childcare Centers Reopened

With the start of CYR's assistance for Khemara, an NGO in
Cambodia, their two childcare canters which had been closed
dug to lack of funds are now ready for re-opening®. MAO
Success, CYK staff, reports. (CYK=CYR in Cambodia)

First Local NGO in Cambodia
In 1991 when Cambodia emerged from two decades of
war and isolation, Khemara was founded as the very
first local NGO, It played a pioneering role in working
for the advancement of women and children,
Khemara's strength as an organization comes
from the community-based programs that closely
address the needs of women and children. In the area
near the capital, women and children are faced with
serious problems. In a village next to a brothel-infested
area, they are directly or indivectly engaged in sex work,
Many others work as fishermen or in tile/brick plants,
A shelter for those escaping domestic violence and
a place for vocational training for their self-reliance are

b FEEIESGEEB  Children, Our Future

provided by Khemara. Parents can go to work while
their children attend Khemara's childeare centors,

Request for CYR's Assistance

[n April 2002, Khemara's two childeare centers were
forced to close down because of serious financial
difficulties. Of about 100 children who atiended the
centers, 40 were from the Crizis Shelter. 25 were of
mothers undergoing voeational training, and the rest
from poor families in the community.

In view of the seriousness of these prohlems and
importance of childeare service, CYR sought and secured
the fund from donors in Japan to re-open the childeare
centers,

Childcare Center Management in Close Cooperation
with the Community

In order that the committes consisting of the community
leader and core persons and childeare workers will he
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able to take over the management of the childeare center
after three years, Khemara will hold workshops on
childeare and awareness programs of children's rights
and act as a technical advizser to them,

At one Center, the community leader took the
initiative to ereate a space for children to play, to dig a
well, and to place tiles on the path in preparation for
recopening.

Help from Parents

Parents will be asked to pay 500 riels (15 ven) a day for
children's lunch, This amount is the maximum that
can be paid by people who work as day-laborers at the
wage of 3,000 to 5,000 riels a day (89-149 yen). What
small amounts of money parents bring to the center
- everyday pay for children's lunch. Juint programs with
a temple to ask for donations from the community and
husinesses and a small loan program of which interests
will be used for management of childecare centers are
now under review for implementation.

Exchange by Childcare Workers
CYR and Khemara signed a memorandum to share ideas
and experiences in order to achieve the self-reliance goal
of their own childeare centers, Monthly meetings will
be held to discuss management, progress and problems
of childeare centers. CYR will offer teaching and play
materials according to the request from Khemara,
Childeare workers will exchange visits. They will
learn how environments of children in the city and in
villages differ, and will deepen understanding of
children's actual situation in Cambodia. That not only
the two NGO0s will enhanee the mutual understanding
but also their childeare workers will accumulate
experiences and learn from each other will prove
significant for their self-reliance in the near future.

*The project is supported by JICHIRO Fukuoka, Caring
for Young Hefugees SATTAMA and Mz, Harumi ASAGA.
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Childreen's smiles are treasurees of this earth,

Happiness of Children Today Brings Peace to the World Tomorrow

The war in Irag came o a denouement having sacrificed so
many lives, and restoration works have begun. While peace
seemingly has returned to Iraq, chaos continues.

In Camhodia, on the other hand. we realize that even
after 10 vears it 15 indeed not an easy task to rebuild a
country's onece-destroved system. Its government is still
largely dependant on foreien aids. An exceptional number of
problems remain, particularly with education, medical
service, wellare and health of children. In addition, peopls
in the border area have to Hve with the fear of explosion of
over six million land mines still buried in the area. So many
people indeed suffer from their tragic experiences during
the war,

We have had many opportunities from the Cambodian
experience, not to mention through other wars worldwide,
to see that the pain and sufferings of war continue long after
the war has ended. [t 15 always the ordinary people,
especially the children who are least able to fend for
themselves and who suffer the most during a war.

CYR's support activities that began in a refugee camp
contmue in Cambodia with a hope for a peaceful world, which
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will not produce any more refugees. At present, UYR is not
actually engaged in support for Irag, but we positively work
with other organizations in advocacy movements as outlined
below and continue to provide important and relevant
information, while inviting discussions on how we can all
achieve a more peaceful world.

As the protests against the United States’ attack on
Irag gained momentum, the Japan NGO Center for
International Cooperation (JANIC) submitted on March 55
the statements to the Japanese Prime Minister and the
President of the United States, demanding a peacelul
resclution and declaring opposition to the use of force . CYR
signed these statements.

CYR attended a series of NGO emerpency meeiings
concerning reconstruction of lraq called for by JANIC. At -
these meetings, discussions took place regarding the need to
continue censuring the United States for having started the
war in complete disregard of the majority opinion of the world,
as well as eritising the Japanese government for supporting
the United States in this war, A joint proposal demanding
that the United Nations lead restoration efforts ' was
submitted to the Japanese government in May,
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Humans prefer peace by nature. CYR assists people’s
independence through care of Cambodian children, thus
nurturing peace in people’s mind. War breeds only the hated,
it never produces peace. We shall continue to demand true
peace based on this fundamental principle.

We ask for yvour understanding and continued
cooperation,

{1)Excerpt from the Statement Opposing the Use of Force
and Seeking Peaceful Solutions

1) We strongly oppose the use of force by the United States
and Gireat Britain,

2) We urge the countries suspected of developing nuelear
weapons to accept fair inspections by the United Nations
and to reduce weapons.

3) We call for expansion of humanitarian aid to lragq, not
economic sanctions. :

We hereby reiterate our demands to the Japanese government
to declare a decisive stance in regard to the above.

(2)Excerpt from the Statement Seeking for UN-led Restoration
As internationally active NGUs who have been involved in

humanitarian aids following war in places such as Cambodia,
East Timor, Kosovo and Afghanistan, we propose that the
Japanese government take appropriate steps towards
relevant countries and organizations so that the
‘humanitarian and reconstruction aid’ for Irag can procecd
under the United Nations's leadership with its ample
experience of carrying out comprehensive aid projects, which
can be expected to provide aid in a uniformly neutral and
fair way, principally by specialist public welfare
reconstructon orpanizations that are independent from the
military, and to contribute to structuring a system of
coordination ameongst the international community.

The CYR-supported declaration statement can be seen on the
JANIT homepage.

Sratement demandine a peacefiul resolution and declaring
apposition to the use of foroe’

httpefwww janic.orgl/ivagfopinion2-26.html

Froposal demanding that the Unived Nattons lead reconstrisction

efforts:
httpifwww janic.orgfirag/suggestionhMAYZ2 himl
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Legacy of My Friend Is Delivered to Cambodia
Hisae KUMATA

Ms, KUMATA has supported construction of Qudombong |
Primary Schoal and Pre-school in Battambang through Kudo
lwaa Memorial Fund, and continuas to help CYR's childcare
services with the expense for teaching materials, etc. Last year,
Ms. KUMATA attended the inauguration ceremony of
QOudombong | Primary School and gave a congratulatory speech.,
The following is the gist of her speech.

Ms. Ichiko MATSUMOTO, myv friend who passed away
two vears ago, lefl a considerable sum of money to be
“given to a charitable cause in some country”. 1 was
hoping that her legacy which she had saved by working
for many vears would be remembered in a definite form
as zhe had wished.

Thanks to many people, the two buildings for
Cudombong [ Primary School and Pre-school are now
completed in the provinee of Battambang, Cambodia,
This was made possible, in particular, by the good offices
of Kudo Iwao Memorial Fund and CYH. My KUDO is
my former teacher,

Many Japanese people have been involved in
construction of these buildings, so that children of
Cambodia may study and play here. Those who teach
children are also Cambodians., I sincerely hope that
teachers will do their best for the children whe will
ghoulder the future of Cambodia and that children will
have pleasant times here which they will fondly
remember when they are grown up,

I plan to keep support for the school and pre-
school and to watch the seeds planted by Ms.
MATSUMOTO sprout, grow and become big trees taking
roots into the ground.



% CYR's Donation Box in Anna Miller's Restaurant Chain

There are donation boxes for CYHR in 13 branches® of Anna Miller's restaurants, a
division of Tmuraya Confectionayy Co., Ltd, My KOTAKE, General Manager of the
Food Service Division of the company, kindly gave permission to CYR to place the
hoxes, This is the first time for CYR to have donation boxes in a public place. We
deeply thank My, KOTAKE and Imuraya Confectionary for their kindness.

The donation hoxes are made of wood and very aliractive as they are shaped
like ordinary Cambodian houses. CYR staffs in Cambodia hand-made the donation
hoxes. We hope visitors to Anna Miller's will notice the box and give donations.

*Branches: Akasaka, Hiro-o, Takanawa, Jivugacka, Komazawa, Tamagawa, Kichijoji, Chiba-Sogo,
Yokohama-Landmark Plaza, Yokohama-Hakkeijima, Tachikawa, Opera City, and Aqua City Odaiba

Anna Miller's home page address is? http¥fwww.imuraya. co.jp/annamillers/
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CYR Calendar(Mar. - May)

Lectures & Meetings
326 Symposium of “Committee for International Cooperation
in Education”
organized by the Ministry of Edueation & Science (Tokyo)
326,417 NGO Emergency Meeting Concerning Reconstruction
of Irag organized by JANIC (Tokyo)

Sales of Cambodian Textile / Photo Exhibitions
3/0 Sumida International Exchange Festival (Tokya)
3/71-4/1 Asia Bazaar (Tokyo)
ZONA-ZONA CLUB/ CYR
4/11-12 Asia & Africa Fair at Hotel IBIS (Tokya)
4/17-20 Cambodian Textile Fair at Gallery GEN (Ibaraki)
420 World Festa 2003 at Ikegami Honmonji Temple (Tokyo!
5/8-9  Earth Festa Kanagawa 2003 (Kanagawa)
5/30-31 Cambodian & Asian Fabries at Shokoin Temple (Tokya)

Charity Events & Bazaars
3/21. 28 Street fund-raising for campaign “Edueation for All"
4/8 Flower Festival Charity Concert at Meijidera Temple (Tokyo)
Mr. Genzo TAKEHISA (fartepiana),
Me. Kumie MASTUDO (soprannd, Ms. Ritsuko OHNISHI (vinlind
4427 Catholic Seta Church Bazaar (Tokya)
518 International Day (Tokyo)
5/25 Catholic Himonya Church Bazaar (Tokya)

Vizits by Junior High School Students

Mabaori Junior High {Kanagawa), Nakazato Junior High (Miigatal,
Fukushima-Daisan Junior High (Fukushima), Wakamizu Junior
High (Aichi), Hojin Junior High {Aichil, Otobe Junior High
(lwate), Chubu Junior High (Aichi), Hokusei Junior High (Miel

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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Children Love
"Storyteller Man”
KIM Nai (47), SIPAR Staff

Children in the childcare center look
farward to monthly visits of mobile library.
Sitting on straw mats and waiting for "tha
storyteller man®, they cheer loudly whan
they ses the wagon coming.

— As usual, he salutes the children

using stuffed toys. Children really love

that., Mr. Nai's manner of speaking is
i L b iy o g b ;
== B fn_r_.."'_ _ar.t.?n"-‘-'i-k_ _-"-"r""'*rut-’l P@@p /j @ Euergetic aind amusing and catches the

children's attention. He narrates old

Cambodian tales using picture cards and

reads picture hooks aloud. After that, he
spreads many books on the mats for the childrven to pick
up and read themselvas,

When Mr. Nai was working in the Ministry of
Culture and Fine Art, he noticed that children tended not
to read books but that they were more interested in playing
games, He is trying to show children the joy of books
through the mohile library run by SIPAR (NGO). He =ays,
“children can change through picture books. Children seem
to have become more interested in books compared to a
year ago. Their sensitivity is enriched by feeling syvmpathy
for the events described in books.” He also tells childcare
workers to “read hooks in a manner so that children who
cannot yet read will come to love hooks. Please learn the
technigue from us.” He speaks sincerely swaying his
slightly plump body, and we feel the affection he has toward
children. Asked about his dream, he replied that he wants
more mobile libraries in Cambodia.

SIPAR : an NGO, founded in a refugee camp in Thailand, now
supports Cambodian children. They visit children's facilities and read
picture books free of charge, and publish picture books. They plan
to build libraries and train staff

CYRDEFEIZ CFZIE L IZ=LY  Please Join CYR HLHBEEE 3 54 (CYR) .

F2fF Membership fee per year

% B Regular member ¥10,000 F%£% 8 Student member ¥ 3,000 LVoHEE LS L DEIcEERE, 1980 FIZ

H{&£ A Group member ¥ 30,000
$# Bh= B Supporting member #AE%S L Any amount

TFTiEMOE(z Z%% ¢ 12 £y, Please send the money to the following accounts: | LETEITESC AL HERHEGLEH
No.00110-8-36227 | Sz oas s L2 EL MABEHETH
$1THE Bank transfer ! EEFEHFEEL HNBEZEI LS O TR TERESTTIVET,

B {BiEE Postal transfer : (58 SHILHEEEZ 5
BIR=SHFBTAERZE (BE) No.1351747
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Teanslation Volunteers: Sachiko OHT, Denise & Masaki OCHIAL Paul QUIREK

BEEENEaEA WrEEREE
@ CARING FOR YOUMNG REFLIGEES

Head Office

T 106-0046 MEMER TR 3-2-20 ALEER L 3F Maruto Aeaba Bldg, 2F 3-2-20, Motoarabu, Minato-ku,
TEL : 03-37T96-6377 FAX T 05-3706-A380
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Tokeys, 1000, Japan
Phnom Penh Office
HotT Samdech Sothearos Bhed,, Sangkat Tonle Hassae, Rhan

URL  herpfwww Ba. biglebe ne jp/ CY R Chambar Mon, Phoom Penh, Cambodia TEL: +855-25-2 108470
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