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Volunteer Day

In the beginning, there was “an occurrence™

In 1979, the press reports of how Cambodians were
perishing at the Thai Border where they had fled from
atrocities at home prevailed. Sister Hirodo of Sacred
Heart and Ms. Tigiri (the founder of CYR) joined me as
we headed toward the refugee camp.

We felt a need for a place where children could
play in safety in the refugee camp, and built “House of
Hope” in 1980 with the money collected in Japan. The
name signified the hope of Cambodians for going back
to their country. Refugees gathered materials, built
the house and trained childeare workers. We dizcussed
when we would cease our work, why we were doing it,
and what we were aiming at. The idea came after the
fact, not the other way around.

Cambodia became stabilized thereafter but even

? FEE£i=508[8 Children, Our Future

its national budget is still largely dependent on foreign
aids, At a time when the future of Cambodian society
is unpredictable, we should seriously consider what we
should do next.

(Masakastu FUKAMIZU, Representative)

Encounter with CYR
I kept on distributing foods and clothing at a Laotian
refugee camp day after day to refugees that kept
arriving. A Japanese person supporting childcare in
Khao I Dang Refugee Camp answered my questions of
“how can | decrease the number of refugees? and "how
can we establish permanent peace”. The person said
“we should begin with children”. That i1s how 1 came
across CYR.

Every child has “the seeds of peace”, but their
sprouting depends on adults and environment
surrounding them. If I had not heard those words, I
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might still be distributing things to refugees without
knowing what wonderful capacities the children have.
Mot many groups in the world believe in “thinking

of children will lead to getting rid of the war”. T hope to
continue telling people that peace begins with children,
(Takako FUKATSU, Director)

Those Who Supported CYR in Japan
CYR started its activities in Japan by renting an office
from a women's college. Ordinary people without expert
knowledge or financial means wrote the rules and held
its first general meeting with the help of a tax attorney
and a lawyer. We had to raise money to support
volunteers at the refugee camps. We held bazaars,
solicited for donations on the streets, and did everyvthing
the hard way but with satisfaction of having achieved
something.

(Kazuko SATO, Director)

Challenges for CYR

Challenges for CYR include working toward
independent management of the four childeare centers
by villagers, cooperating with Cambodian government
and local NGOs working for children, and supporting
women's self-reliance through weaving and literacy
education.

The year 2002 ended with the income of about 5
million yen from membership fees. donations and sale
of calendars, The membership is 673 and donors 566,
an increase of 192 over the previous year. With the
decrease tendency of subsidies, T am grateful for
increased gifts of money from private people. By
effectively transmitting information about Cambodia
and relying on the members' resources, we hope to
Increase our INcome.

(Rika MINEMURA. Head, Secretariat)
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Responsive to the above, volunteers voiced their
opinions on various issues,

To Expand CYR Activities

“Schools and groups are beginning to offer sustained
supports after hearing the reports of those working in
Cambodia. I am trying to increase people’s awareness
of CYR around myself”

“We should appeal the attractiveness of the weaving
products of CYR to those who have no interests in
international cooperation. Since CYR is not engaged
in emergency support, not many people are interested.
We should sell the weaving products not to get the
source for support but by appealing their quality. I will
continue to help with development of the products that
will appeal to entirely new sets of people.

§ FesicsS0EB Children, Our Future

What is Support?

“The most important thing is to sustain whatever
activities we started, The staff in Cambodia makes
sustainability possible. It is so difficult to collect large
amount of money, but the staff should really try harder
to use the money more effectively. Under any
circumstances, we showld always support the local staff”
“T joined CYR's study tour to Cambodia last year, and
falt that WGOs were playving big roles as the government
couldn't even afford building schools. When I heard a
childcare worker say that she was grateful to CYE and
would like the support continued, I saw the gap between
CYR trying to make Cambodians self-reliant and
Cambodians who couldn't do without CYER, I wondered
about the meaning of assistance,”

“To know how to provide assistance 1s difficult, but to
cherish richness of children’s emotions [ witnessed in
Cambodia is more important.”
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Ties with people generate big power

“Even when dealing with enterprises, personal ties are
the most effective. Tt is almost impossible to increase
new supporters in this age without relying on people's
referrals.”

“To attract attention of many people, it is essential to
transmit as much information as possible. To expand
the information source, we an only continue trying,”
“Ask the members to place CYR pamphlets at local post
offices, ask the tour members to hold report meetings
and photo exhibitions in their community, thus
spreading the movement at grass roots and helping
them to play the main role”.

“I have been able to continue my volunteer work thanks
to my friends, It is time for us old timers to offer a
comfortable place to work to new peaple who come to
CYH willing to work as volunteers.

Mr. Yuta YASUDA, who proposed the meeting and
acted as the chair, concludes the long and active
discussions.

“The discussions were unexpectedly diverse and
meaningful and we needed more time. Maybe next time,
we will be able to go into depth.

CYH's assistance seems to be acutely needed by
Cambodians at this stage. Unless the ultimate purpose
of assistance is self-reliance, it remains merely a
palliative therapy. [ felt anew that assistance requires
strong will. There are mountains of problems to think
about and to solve with the Cambodian staff”

FEEESGOEA  Children, Our Future 5
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Follow-up of Children Who Attended CYR Childcare Centers

About 200 children attend CYR's four childeare centers and
about 60 “graduate” every vear. How are these children faring
now? Follow-up of the children helps to verify performance
of CYR's childcare management and to learn opinions of
parents, guardians and schools. We report here the study
comducted om all the children who had attended CYR childeare
centers and their current situation.

School Attendance in Villages

The school svstem in Cambodia is similar to that of Japan,
namely 6-(primary school), 3- (junior high), 3-(senior high).
The national average of attendance for primary schools
{number of those attending school/mumber of those aged 5 to
24) is 83%, whereas that of those who attended CYR's
childeare centers was 96.6%. Since the timing of study differs,
it iz not logical to generalize, hut majority of CYR graduates
seem to be attending primary schools. The main reasons
given for not withdrawal were helping with housework or
economical destitution. The dropouts seem to be working
mainly in the fields, factories and homes. According to a
national statistic, 15% of the first graders, 15% of the second
graders and 10% of the third graders of primary school

b FEEESGEB Children, Our Future

Outline of the Study

Suhbjects: 434 parents andfor guardians of 445 children laged
6 o 17) who had attended CYR Childeare Centers, and 8
teachers of primary schools where these children attend
— (A) Beng Khvang Childeare Center (128 children)
— (B) Prey Ta Toch Childeare Center (97 children)

(C) Cheng Meng Childeare Center (107 children)
— (I} Trapaing Thong Childeare Center (117 children) |
Method: 16 childeare workers of the four childeare centers |
conducted the interview,
Period: December 20002 (o January 20003 |

withdraw without finishing the prescribed years of
attendance,

Ahout 10% of primary school pupils repeat the same
grade on national average. Our study also found many who
failed to promote. A 13-year-old was attending the fourth
grade. The reasons given were that the child had to help
with the house work, the family was so poor that they could
not afford text books, or the child failed to pass the promotion
test. Aboy entered the primary school when he was already
16 because of family reasons, but he soon quitted because
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she was “ashamed of himself”. Although the number of
children who have to repeat the same grade is decreasing
recently, it remains one of the major problems for education
in Cambadia,

Village Life as Reflected in the Study Result
We should learn the economic standard of villagers if we
were to promote economic independence of the childecare
centers.

Beng Khyang and Prey Ta Touch (A and B) are in
rural areas, whereas Cheng Meng and Trapaing Tnong (C
and D) are closer to the city, thus generating differences in
villagers' income and living standards. The majority were
engaged in agriculture, followed by “small husinesses”,
“teachers”, “factory workers”, and “bike taxi drivers”. Most
families held side jobs in addition to farming. There were
vast differences in income in the =ame village.

Good Reputation of Childcare Centers Boosts Morales of
Childcare Workers
About 88% of parents and families was satisfied to have sent
their children to the childeare center, and 91% wishes that
CYR childcare centers will continue to exist. About 95%
find the monthly fee of 1000 riels (about 31 yen) reasonable,
while 1% found it expensive.

The present survey was conducted by childeare

workers living in the same villages as the respondents. “I
was glad to see children after quite some time”, “T was asked
to continue the village childeave center for childrven”, and “T
hope these children will grow sound and healthy”.

Childeare workers seem to have been encourapged and
to have gained confidence in their work as parents, guardians
and school teachers told them how well they evaluated the
childeare center and as they learned how these children were
doing after leaving the childcare center,

CYR will continue its study and analysis and will
utilize their resulis in its future activities. It also hopes to
attach importanece to minority views and individual opinions
vather than to analyze fisures alone.

(Soreest “1998-02 Edweation IndicatorsMinistey of Rdueation, Youth
and Sporta”, "Cambodia Socio-Economic Survey 1998/National
Institute of Statistics")

Feedback by School Teachers

Children who attended CYR childcare centers are;
accustomed to group activities: have difficulty in !
differentiating study and play. particularly in the first month
after enrollment: are clean and tidy: quick to learn and easy
to teach: pay respect to teachers and parents.

FESESOMHA Children, Our Future 7
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Closed Childeare Center

News from Cambodia

Please continue your support for our new efforts.
<Support for Children of the Urban Poor>

Emerging social problem

Extreme poverty is on the rise among urban
population in Cambodia, and new problems are
emerging. Russei Keo District along the Tonle Sap
River in the northwest of Phnom Penh is vulnerable
to flooding during the rainy season, Many minority
people live here and work as vegetable venders,
construction workers, and day laborers in brick
factories, Serious problems facing children include
prostitution, drug abuse, AIDS, domestic violence and
life on the street.

8 Feti=saEB Childeen, Our Future

KHEMARA's past performance in childcare service
KHEMARA was created in 1991 as the first NGO
eatablished by Cambodian people. It has served
children and women through childeare service,
nutrition education, literacy education, counseling for
women victims of domestic violence, income
generation and AIDS education. Its childeare center
was closed in April 2002 due to zerious financial
difficulties. Children are unsupervised in the streets
and at homes while parents go to work. Children of
the urban poor without childeare center is CYR's next
challenge, and CYR plans to offer assistance to
KHEMARA in reopening its childeare center.

With KHEMAREA's ample experience in
supporting women and children by literacy, small loan
and health programs, CYR has much to learn from
them as it offers its expertisze in childcare and training
of childcare workers.
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<Reconstruction of Village Community Center>

A Community Center in disuse

There is a vacant building in Trapaing Krasaing in
Takeo that was built several years ago as a community
center for UNESCO's “non-formal education project”.
UNESCO withdrew in 2001, A request for its
renovation was extended by community officials and
CYR accepted the request.

Multi-faceted Support for Women

In Takeo Province, the traditional art of weaving is
still being followed by many women, and this district
1s no exception. A new building will be added to the
center to house CYR's Weaving Center, In addition
to the current trainees, community women will
receive training in ikat weaving and dyeing with

natural dyes.

Literacy education will be expanded from the
current small-scale community class to include the
weaving trainees and community women with the
help from residents, the Ministry of Education and
the local government for further improvement of
literacy rate among village women,

Our ultimate purpose is management by the
community people. By learning more about the
community and gathering information, we will find
out what we can do to help achieve this purpose,
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# Thank you for donation of un-used post cards
and stamps

Responding to our year-end appeal for donation of
un-used post cards and stamps, many sent their
generous gifts, These will be used for postages: please
try to save and send us post cards and stamps that
vou no longer need.

[E R E NN EN NN NN NN COHTRIBUTIOHIUH

Ms. Keiko KOUNO has written to us after reading our
newsletter.

With the sudden unexpected onset of winter, there
seem not enough hours in the day to get everything
done. Just as [ was thinking of going to the Post
Office to make postal transfer of membership fees,
the December issue of CYR Newsletter arrived.

I can imagine the amount of money needed to
prepare and send out the newsletter and anxiousness
of the staff in rather spending this money for more
urgent activities in Cambodia. Tt is my
understanding, however, that advocacy efforts for an
NGO are essential just as the actual supporis are.
Thanks to the newsletter, I can see how even my small
contribution goes toward helping. Reading every
word and phrase, [ came across the name of an old
friend. Tt may be that an NGO's second role is to
connect people of different spheres.

I will make the transfer tomorrow. I have just
saved 1000 yen this year by saving “stamps” given
by a supermarket for bringing my own shopping bag.
This result of my efforts (?) and goodwill of the
supermarket will provide 100 lunches for children,
It is so good to know where and for whom my donation
will be used.

[ am sending you unused post cards which my
friend saved and some other post cards and stamps
that I found while sorting through the recyeling bin
at work, From the bottom of my heart, I pray that
all of you at the secretariat will continue to be in the
best of health and wish you further suceess in your
activities.
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# Anti-Thai Riot in Phnom Penh

Anti-Thai riot erapted in Phnom Penb on Janwary 29 and
30. The Thai Embassy and businesses, hotels and
enterprises managed by Thai capital were targeted, set
fire and looted. The riot was instigated by a remark
attributed to a Thai actress that Angkor Wat belonged to
Thailand. This incited Cambodians' latent anti-Thai
feelings. The Thai government evacuated about 700 Thai
residents in Cambodia by military aireraft and closed its
horder with Cambodia, Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun
Sen then officially issued an apology for the violence, and
the tension subsided. At the time of the riot, Phnom Penh
city was paralyzed as banks and the airport were
temporarily closed, but things have soon returned to
normal. CYR's Thai staff, Khamphoy TONGNAM (Pheap).
went back to Thailand. Apart from this, the incident
caused no real harm to us and we conlinue our activities
as usual. We thank all of you for your concerns about our
staff’s security as vou watched the news coverage, CYR
will endeavor to watch and be prepared for any emergency
such as this and to gather and supply accurate information
in timely manner,
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Events (Dec. - Feb. )

Lectures & Meetings

12/4 Japan College of Foreign Languages (Tokyao)

12/21 NPO Internship Program Symposium at Meiji Univ (Tokyo)
1/8 WE Shop Tama (Eanagawa)

ane
214
228

Sakaiwa Junior High. (Miigata)
Junior High School Affiliated with Japan Women's Univ (Kanagawa)
Ikuta Elementary School (Kanagawa)

Sales of Cambodian Textile / Photo Exhibitions
1/11-13 Inter Natural Garden PLANT"S (Kanagawa)
1/20-24  Photo Exhibitions (Iwate)

Hosted by Kudo [wao Memorial Fund

Charity Events & Bazaars

12/19 Mass Concert for Gregorian Chants
at Univ. of Seered Heart (Tokyo)

1118 Volunteer Day at CYR Office (Tokyo)

Visits by Elementary & Junior High Students
Fujisaki Elementary School (Chiba)
Shiki Daini Junior High School (Saitama)

Thank you very much for your cooperation.
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Society Focusing on Children

Ms. Koy Phallany (42),
the Representative of KHEMARA

The first lacal NGO in Cambodia, KHEMARA,
ceased its operations due to lack of funds and
asked for assistance from CYR. Mrs. Koy
Phallany, the representative of KHEMARA, tells
us the following as CYR agreed to extend its
help to her group.

She first learned about KHEMARA
when she was working at the Mimstry
of Commerce and then started working
as a clerical and accounting staff. In
the beginning, she did not have much
knowledge about the work related to
children, but with time and experience
her interests in the work and the
organization grew.

EHEMARA built a childeare center in the area
inhabited by many migrant workers, Since the childeare
center closed, problems increased. Without health
education elass, children suffer from poor health.
Children quit schools to look after their siblings while
their parents are at work. In the area, only 68 out of
195 can read and write.

T believe that every child has the right to receive
education supported by government and society. We
should aim at a society with more focus on children.”

As the representative of the organization, her
work is mostly in office, but she frequently visits
children, attend seminars and conferences because she
believes effective communication with community people
is most important. Behind her graceful smile, she has
the iron will and strength.

“We hope to build a good relationship with CYR
as we share the same purpose of 'improving life of
Cambodian children’”
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Head Office
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