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Leaders’ Meeting

Childcare Workers Taking the Initiative

Once every month, leaders of CYR's four childcare
centers meet to discuss problems and results of their
training. They now have more opportunities to voice
their opinions and take the initiative for actions.
Saeko YAMAGIWA, Childcare Program Coordinator,

reports.

Improving Environment at Childcare Centers
Currently, one of the common topics for childeare centers
is “improving the environment at childeare center”. For
this purpose, a checklist was prepared for them to
examine the items considered essential for the
environment of the centers. At the leaders’ meeting,
they report the results,

Khuny of the Cheng Meng Childeare Center tells
“we cut trees and pulled out weeds around the toilet
and the well, Tt lopks much nicer and clean now. We
planted mango and jackfruit trees, and look forward to
harvesting the fruits"
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Van Rim of the Trapaing Tnong Center tells us
that thev painted pictures on the wall. “Parents and
children who used to attend the Center come to help
with painting and preparing lunch. Children are so keen
to help that they fight over the apron, which they wear
when serving lunches.”" “The problem is that they do
not know how to use the toilet properly since they have
no toilet at home”, says Bora of the Beng Khyang
Childeare Center.

Sokhon of the Prey Ta Toch Childeare Center tells
“our flower bed and vegetable garden are doing well,
and children show a lot of interest in them. We tried to
sell green leaves for 200 riels per kg, but could not. So
we used them for children's lunch.”

All have the same desire - to let children grow
healthy in a clean and pleasant environment,

Children Leaving the Nest
At the end of September, graduation ceremonies were
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held at each childeare center. This time the policy was
“childeare workers shall make their own plans and
implement them themselves", This was discussed and
decided at the leader meeting before the event. Common
rules like “the budget is $3 per child”, "presents will be
hought from local shops”, “little bags that children made
will be distributed as souvenirs” were decided, and the
rest was left to individual day ecare centers. The leaders
geemed to feel some pressure, but each came up with
unique ideas and the oeeasion turned out to be a
heartwarming ceremony.

At Prey Ta Toch Childeare Center, the garden was
decorated with colorful balloons and origami papercraft.
On floor mats, children including 18 “graduates” were
sitting a little nervously. The community leader, the
village head and the representative from the County
Kindergarten Bureau were among the guests. Parents
anid members of a study tour from Japan also attended,
Ms. Sokhon chaired the meeting. Names of "graduating”
children were called out and one by one they received
the graduation certificate and the bag of gifts. All the

children were beaming with pleasure and pride!

This year, the total of 60 children left CYR
childeare centers. Everybody felt grateful and relieved
that all those who entered the centers graduated
without accident, since the infant mortality is still very
high in Cambodia, Afterwards, the leaders met and
told each other about their graduation ceremonies. That
they had done evervthing from planning to conduct the
ceremony seems to have strengthened their self-
confidence,

The environment where four leaders frankly
exchange opinions and learn from each other is
beginning to emerge. I am really happy to feel their
love for childeare. As they experience the pleasure of
caring for children, they will begin to learn the
magnitude of their roles and the significance of childeare
centers. They will also begin to appeal to parents and
children about the financial independence of childeare
centers. Our major challenge now 1s how to accelerate
thiz move toward independence of the centers,

FEEESOEB  Children, Our Future 3



/7 X—ILKFER 7ohk !

10821 8. F5Z2ATUNEHFLWIA—ILNEZENTELNNELE. FESFONSVVEEVCITRES

THIMR 20000 WEHNRT S EHNTEF LI,

CERAVWEEVWEHFESEICLEDBLBLBITET.

—BANGCEF, FEEEHDED
hERERT I[CThAa-Tha !l &
HBEERICETI. 33 BlDilE,
EEEVAFvILE—RBICESIFL
2. ThZNOIEWMIIRIDLDIC
RNy DOBEITXRLFELE. &EEBMT
[FFEEEBINFREUDENSHE
CHUTHFERATNET. ond
S2EOFEEOMHEOIRERECIC
CERTSHFECT.

RFCONFROEEEDEXTF
H— BOERED, BFHEANCEDN
B2 TWET. DS EsIEEH
= MFRETNOIHEDESENLN

heRZTOBUENS 7 X —ILXFERIF.
BFTEERRELTIZFT.
RAAEIC R BHEFTHESE I,

7 ¥—ILEFE 158500

The alphabet table filled with the pride
of Cambodia is also available from
CYR Tokyo Office at 500 yen.
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New Khmer Alphabet Table Completed!

On October 21, the long awaited new Khmer Alphabet Table
was finally completed ready. With the money you donated,
we printed 20,000 tables of the first edition. We are truly
grateful to all for your generosity!

The most important thing is that children show
interests when they recognize the pictures representing
Khmer Alphabets. Thirty-three drawings were drafted by
childcare workers and CYR staff. We used colors for the
backgrounds that would bring out the pictures. At the
childcare centers, children are reading the alphabets aloud
by looking at the table. *I know this one!” We plan to
distribute them to all the facilities and orphanages across
the country.

We hope to make alphabet cards and a picturebook
based on the table and then start literacy education. Please
continue to support our efforts!
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News from Cambodia

Health and Mutrition Survey of Children

Once again CYR conducted the health and nutrition
survey of children from Sept. 9 through 13. Dr. Gen
OHI, an internist, and Dr. Yoshimiko KOBAYASHI,
a nutritionist, participated as its core members with
Ms. OHI, a CYR divector, and CYR staffs and local
health workers. At CYR childeare centers, we
continue to support children’s healthy development
both physically and mentally by offering them
nutritiously balanced lunches, ete. In the survey,
we compared children attending the childeare centers
and those not attending. Children were measured
their height and weight, examined by the doctor, and
performed a simple mental test. At the moment,
data are being processed by specialists, and the result,
will be announced and used as important materials
for determining our future direction.

Study Tour

CYR study tour visited Cambodia for a week from
22 of September. Six people, all in their twenties,
participated in the tour, and visited CYR childecare
centers, sites of other NGOs and Angkor Wat. The
followings are excerpts from their reports,

“We visited a Cambodian NGO which started a school
for children who work on ‘Garbage Mountain',
Cambodia is undergoing gradual changes with
support from various NGOs., CYHR's services may lack
the necessary speed, but they are absolutely nesded.”
“I hope people of Cambodia will try to build their
country on their own. [ think the mission of NGOs is
to nurture people who will shoulder the country
tomorrow,”

“Please build more childcare centers when parents
can afford the fees and they operate the centers on
their own without aids. But I think collecting the
fees is not an easy matter”

The next study tour will be held from March 2 through
8. Inguiries should be sent to CYR Tokyo Office.
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Prospects for the Weaving Project

At the Weaving Center in a village in Takeo Province,
Cambodia, women learn the traditional art of dyveing
and weaving in order that they may support
themselves.

Difficulties in Continuing the Work

In the past six years, 26 women out of 39 who
completed the training continue weaving at home and
earn an average monthly income of six dollars. This
is a valuable cash income in Cambodian villages with
very few job opportunities. However, one “stopped
weaving hecause she had a baby”, another fled from
home with mother because of “violence by the father
mimed by land mine”. Some went to work in garment

B FEEESEAEA  Children, Our Future

factories in Phnom Penh for ready cash.

Tying and dyeing fine threads and then
weaving them are a tedious and hard work. They
should be given close attention. counseling and
chances of going over the lessons as they continue
weaving at home. They need help to find channels
for selling their goods, to receive feedbacks such as
popularity for their work in Japan, and to be taught
how to read and write well.

Responsibility for Conservation of Traditional Art
Ms. Fuki KATO, Japanese expert in dyeing and
weaving, visited Cambodia in September to give
guidance mainly in dyeing. She says “progress was
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MNew and old trainees

seen in dyeing of threads reflecting the success of
her guidanee”. Although the use of cheap and easy
chemical dyes simplifies the process, “dyeing with
natural dyes is a precious art, which had been handed
down from generation to generation over the years
in Cambodia”. With help from Ms, KATO and other
experts, we hope to pursue the study on natural
dyeing and to advocate the importance of earrving
on the tradition in ways that will encourage them to
work harder.

New Trainees and Prospects

Five finished the one-year training in August, and
new girls enrolled in September. Reflecting the
popularity of weaving in Takeo Provinee, 23 women
aged between 16 and 30 applied and 10 were chosen
based on their enthusiasm for weaving, etc. Sao

Sokpheab is already familiar with weaving and
surprised everyvone by completing a beautiful ikat
fabrie. She wants to become a teacher of weaving.
Two other women also have experiences and are
expected to make rapid progress.

Next spring, the center will be moved to a nearby
village. The move was decided by considering the
earnest request of the community, many people who
would cooperate with the project or join the training,
and a better environment. We shall continue to
nurture the weaving program in order to help realize
the dreams of village women.
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CYR Internship

Recently, NGOs are accepting student “interns” for a fixed period of term at their offices. CYR has received more
than ten interns so far. What aspirations and expectations do these students have?

With a cheerful “good morning!”, two student interns
arrive at the CYR office every Wednesday. They are
Miwako NAGASHIMA and Mina KIKUCHI,
sophomores from Obirin University, who started
working at CYR since September for four months. They
were referred to CYR as interns under the
“International Studies Internship” at their university.
Their time spent at CYR will be credited as course units,

Ms. KIKUCHI realized that her “inability to give
information adequately at events stemmed from her
lack of knowledge and experience.” She feels that she
needs to learn more about history and world affairs,
and she would like to learn how to improve her speech
and manners. Ms. NAGASHIMA says that she learned

& FEeE=508A Children. Our Future

“the importance of building an environment of mutual
trust among volunteers and supporters, and hope to find
out what T should learn”. Both would like to work for
an NGO in the future.

At Obirin University, Dr. Toichi MAKITA, the
associate professor of International Studies, is
responsible for implementation of this program from
this vear. He hopes that “the students will acquire
professionalism early and appreciate the meaning of the
study as they work in offices.” He positions the
internship not as “a part-time job, but as a part of their
study”, and would like the organization accepting the
students “to give them opportunities to gain an overall
understanding of the ohjective of the work and of the
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external relationship. The primary causes of discontent
stem from interns being given work in a limited realm,
unabhle to relate their role to the organization ohjectives.”

The NPO Support Center has introduced the
internship program last year, matches applicants with
MNG0s that are registered, and has been sending interns
to many different NGO organizations. CYR has received
interns under this program hoth last year and this yvear,
Ms. Mai FUKUMOTO spent § months az an intern at
CYR last year, with her main responsibilities in
accounting and documentation, This year, she is still
an enthusiastic volunteer, participating in a study tour
and contributing an article to CYER newsletter, Mas,
FUKUMOTO would like to work for an NGO serving
children in the future. “If you ever get the chance, I
recommend to take it and work as an intern. Itisa
valuable experience to learn of your shortcomings and
hold a position of responsibility before yvou enter the
real world.”

Ms. Anna KOBAYASHI didn't have particular
interests in NG0s, but saw internship as “an essential
part of job hunting”. Anna spent 3 weeks commuting
daily to the CYR office. With a natural cheerfulness
and enthusiasm, she got her work done in a very
businesslike fashion, Anna says that she was inspired
in many different ways by numerous people that she
met while working at CYR. “T began to think that in
the future [ would like to work for an NGO where [ can
be involved in creating something worthwhile and work
together with many people.” Ms. KOBAYASHI, who
found that she has an aptitude for a job helping support
people, is now putting all her energy into joh-hunting,

Interns are a part of great resource as they
promote people understanding of NGO activities and
may become valuable human resource in the future,
Through trials and errors, we hope to continue taking
on more interns. It will be a valuable lesson for us
also.
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Helping Dreams Come True
Akiko MOCHIZUKI, Japan College of Foreign Languages

On October 197, & charity concert was held by the students of the Japan
College of Foreign Languages, with a partion of the proceads going to
help with production of CYR's Khmer Alphabet Table. Ms. Akiko
MOCHIZUKI representing the organizing committee of the conceart
describes the work involved in putting everything together.

This vear's concert “Tree of Dreams, Bear the Fruit of Children’s
Dreams”™ was planned by the students with the ohjective of
improving conditions of education in Asia,

In summer we visited Cambodia to see the situation
first hand. At CYR Childeare Centers, there were many tovs
and teaching tools, and children studied writing, read picture
books, and a great care was being taken with their hvgiene.
However, we were tald that under the Cambodian public school
system education is not at all adequate. Edueation has far
reaching effects on children’s future. But if a child does not
have aceess to an education, then their future is imited. It is
a lamentable situation. We were reminded again how great it
might be, if even only a little, we could help these children’s
dreams come Lrue.

We raised money for the coneert
from =ales at flea markets during
weekends, It was hard work under the
seorching summer sun, and my skin gat
really dark. As complete novices,
negotiating with performers and seeking
gponsors, not to mention selling tickets,
were exhausting. On the day, four
groups including a college brass band
and a Cambodian Youth Dance Group
performed. The biggest headache was of course the audience
turnout. Selling tickets doesn't mean anything if no one comea
to watch the performance. The audience brings the performers
to life, The worst thing would be to have performers or
members of the audience let down by poor performance. Stall,
we had no idea of how the concert would turn out, and that left
me feeling very uneasy.

The single most difficult issue was figuring out the
degree of dedication we each possessed, Each of us had a
different point of view and a different degree of commitment.
Often, there were conflicts and soreneza. However, our sole
and common objective waz the success of the Charity Conecert,
and we were able to pull off the concert suecessfully, ensuring
a great self-confidence boost for all invalved,

197 people showed up on the day and we could
sufficiently convey our feclingz, The story of hardships is, upon
reflection. a very worthwhile experience. | sincerely hope that
this will somedav tie in succeszfully with the future of children
in Cambadia,
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# NGO Consulting Service

Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs offers “NGO Consulting Service”. International NGO members are nominated
to act as consultants and answer questions. Rika MINEMURA and Kyoko HASEGAWA at CYR act as consultants
and are ready to answer inquiries and questions on NGO and international activities. Please feel free to call or

write to them at CYR.
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Events (Sept. - Nov, )

Lectures & Meetings
/26 Mishi Junior High School (Saitama, Hanyu)
10719 Symposium of Postal Saving
for International Voluntary Aid (Toloya)
11/5  Ueno Catholic Church (Tokya)
11/11 WE Shop Asahi (Yokohama)
11/12  Obirin Univ, (Tokyo)
11/21 Tokyo Foreign Language Univ. (Thkyo)

Sales of Cambodian Textile / Photo Exhibitions
9/27-1002,11/1-6 Hyakujo Gallery (Saitama)

10/3-29  Gallery Satoyama (Tokyo)

10/10-11 Asia & Africa Fabric Fair (Tokyo)

10M15 Kobe College Almni Bazaar (Tolyo)

10/23-24  International Market at American Club (Tokyo)
10/26  Film Show at Kvoouji

Temple (Tokya)
11/5-6 Networking 2002
{Akita)
11/8  Union Church Bazaar
(Tokyo!

11/15-16 Cambodia & Asia
Fablic Bazaar

at Shokoin Temple
(Tokyol

Charity Events & Bazaars

921  Mivashire Festival at Univ. of the Secred Heart
(Tokya)
10756 International Cooperation Festival (Tokya)

10/12-13 Minato Kumin Festival {Tokya)

10719 Charity Concert (Tokya)
127  CYR Bazaar (Tokyo)
11/7 International School Bazaar (Tokya)

PE—EEr (W)
e e A
TR (HE) { )

CHALEENEALEEL, HUALE S TETNELE,

Visits by Junior & Senipr High Students
Daiichi Junior High (Mokvo)

Toshimagaoka Joshi Gakuen Senior High (Tokya)
Uetake Junior High (Saitama)

Thank you very much for vour cooperation.
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Mr. OK Bunnarath (40)
Designer of Khmer Alphabet Table

As CYR's new Khmer Alphabet Table is
completed, wa interviewad Mr. Bunnarath
who drew the pictures.

Mr. Bunnarath lives with his wife,
daughter and his sister in Phnom
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Penh and works at the Ministry of
Culture and Art where he is in charge
of comservation of Cambodian arts and
crafts. He loved drawing pictures
since he was a little boy and studied
fine arts at Phnom Penh University of
Art. On his holidays, he plays guitar
and piano and occasionally draws pictures by
commission. Asked about his future, he 153 not sure
whether he will make it or not, but dreams of
becoming a professional painter and of having his own
exhibition one day.

When drawing pictures for CYR Alphahet Table,
he tried to depict the objects as realistically as he
could. He had pigs and elephants as models, but it
was hard to capture the images of temples and heaven,
“I was glad when [ was asked to create the Alphabet
Table. I would be happy if the table could be of some
use for Cambodian children”, he said. “There are lots
of problems surrounding Cambodian education such
as teachers being poorly paid and many people cannot
afford school fees.” But he is happy that “the number
of young people who can draw well is increasing.”

Mr., Bunnarath is rather reserved, and
repeatedly expressed his thanks to CYR for their
support in rebuilding Cambodia.
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Head Office

T 106-0045 M E LR 5-7-20 fEEF E0F Maruto Azabn Bldg. 2F, 8-2-20, Motoazabu, Minato-ku,
TEL ' 0%-3T96-G377 FAX - 03-3706-6350

Tokyo, 106-0046, Japan

Phnom Penh Office

Mo 67 Samadech Sathenros Blvd., Sangkat Tonle Bassac, Khan
Chamkar Mon, Phaom Penh, Cambodia TEL: +805-23- 210849
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