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Role of Khmer Alphabet Table ~ Giving Them Joy of Learning ~
Saeko YAMAGIWA, Program Coordinator in Childcare

CY¥R's Khmer Alphabet Table iz used at CYR Childcare Centers as
well as by those attending schools all over Cambodia. Khmer Alphabat
Table lists 33 consonants. A campaign for raising fund for a new
Alphabet Table is going to start. Ms. YAMAGIWA reports from
Cambodia about its rols.

Use of Alphabet Table

The table is posted on the wall of CYR Childeare Center
so that children can readily see the letters. Each letter
is accompanied by a drawing of an animal or a plant
that children know well, and they point out the letter
by calling out the name of the animal or the plant.
Children play with cards pasted with the pictures by
placing a card on the corresponding letter in the table.
In Childeare Centers, the time is specially set aside for
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learning letters from child minders,

In Cambodia, public kindergartens and primary
schools have scarce teaching materials. They may have
the alphabet table, but it is often not suitable for young
children. CYR's Alphabet Table is welcome by teachers
everywhere.

Flease Teach Children How to Read

According to UNICEF's “State of World Children 20017,
the literacy rate in Cambodia is 79% for adult males
and 58% for adult females. Quite a number of women
cannot read or write among parents and trainees in
weaving, particularly those in villages. That the parents
strongly wish their children to learn to read and write
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Trial illustrations for the new Alphabet Table, Thirty three pic
tures will adorn the Table,

must come from their own experience as they spent their
vouths in the eivil war without opportunities for
learning.

Giving Them Joy of Learning

CYR's Alphabet Table uses pictures of things that are
familiar to children in daily life. Enjoy learning with
familiar materials and then go on fo new interests... ...
that is the hasics of learning, Children are very much
interested in the table and quickly learn reading if not
writing. Experiencing the joy of learning things that
they are interested in would have great influence on their
future life.

New Alphabet Table by Cambodian

CYR’s first Alphabet Table was drawn more than 20
years ago by a Cambodian teacher in the refugee camp.
The second Table was drawn in 1999 by Ms. Reiko MITA,

a Japanese painter who illustrated the Song Books of
Cambodia.

Ag there are emerging voung Cambodian artists
drawing for children, the third table is to be drawn by a
Cambodian artist who will use uniquely Cambodian
colors and touches, Alphabets are drawn using the same
colors that are used in primary school textbooks, and
phonetic signs are rendered by different eolors.

Please Confribute fo the Fund
for Khmer Alphabet Table
Children are eagerly waiting for the new Table,
Tnstitutions such as primary schools, kindergartens,
orphanages, children's hospitals and literacy classes
all want their table. Only 50 yven iz needed to print a
tablee. Please give to the fund for production and
distribution of the new Table.
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Weaving Project Makes New Start in Villages

CYR's Weaving Project was moved from Phnom Penh
to villages in Takeo and Kandal Provinces.

CYR Weaving Center was opened in Phnom Penh in
1997 hecause of unrest in villages. Young village
women lived in the Center for a vear to learn the
traditional art of silk dyveing and weaving. A total of
20 women so far completed the training and continue
weaving in villages. They used to come back to the
Center to learn new or difficult technigues spending
guite a sum for transportation. If they had a place to
continue learning near their homes, they would be
ahle to weave more and earn more.

& FEEESOER  Childeen, Our Future

Since the situation settled in villages, CYR moved
the Center there rather than bringing women to the

city.

Takeo Weaving Center
At the end of April, Takeo Weaving Center was opened
in Chork Village in Takeo Province, where weaving is
very popular, and more people are expected to want
to learn weaving. The new course to start in August
will increase the number of trainees to 10.

The rent is lower in the village. CYR's Phnom Penh
Office also moved to a smaller building to save the
rent.
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Beng Khyang Training Center

To serve those who continue weaving at home in Beng
Khyang, the Center was opened within the small
compound of Childeare Center. It iz a simple one with
six looms. Weavers commute to the Center on foot or
by bicycle, and their work will not be interrupted by
household chores. It is refreshing to dress up and go
to work., Work Shops are held for learning new
techniques several times a year for the trainees and
those who completed training.

Stronger Ties with Community
These two Centers sharve the common objective of
deepening their ties with community, As villagers

watch CYR's weaving project in progress, weavers
fortify their confidence in their work. Exchange with
other weavers will be stimulating. Women may form
groups and help each other to improve their skill,
On the day of move, CYR staffs and trainees were very
busy. Seven looms were dismantled and loaded on a
truck. Completed pieces and tools for dyveing were all
placed on the truck as they said goodbye to the old
Center and moved to the village to continue their
training.

FEEESOBEE  Childeen, Our Future &
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Children arrive at the center where child minders wait, Siblings come
together hand in hand. Some come with friends. Another come leisurely

eating nuts. They greet loudly, “ Chom Riap Suo”, and begin their days.
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In dry season, children walk through the field to the nearby canal. A
child minder takes lumps of clay and gives them to children. They are
cool to the touch., Children begin to make things out of clay.
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The four-wheel cart iz one of CYR's original play tools. It is the most
popular one in all the childeare centers. A child enjoys riding it alone or
pushes the cart with a friend on it. Sometimes, grown-ups use it for

carrving things. It is quite sturdy.
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These dolls have been used since the refugee camp days. Their size and

touch are just right for children to cuddle with.
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oA e A Day in Childcare Center

800 Weekly program: read picture books, learn
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pictures, and o on,

S00 Games and plays - i CYR in the suburbs of Phnom Penh. Let us take a look at
10:30 Bathing how they spend their days.

1056 Lunch, Children brush testh

11:50 Nap

14200 Free time BB R ST THAGET S A B A, FE LRI
15:00 Children recsive snack and go home (2720, MEOHFIZHREY 27, RESAVBHFNEH

EiFfoAkziif L THEG e G, FELEEOEERGET,
FELTEbIch R SiMHMEbhoTHA L o T, kol
BEMFELTWAOLEICETICRE2SET, TR B,

Bathing iz essential for the hot days of Cambodia. Children take off their
clothes and gather at the well. Child minders use the water from the well
sparingly to wash them. They appreciate the value of scarce water. They
will put on their clothes even when their body is not vet dry, Never mind,
it will dry soon.
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How they love their lunch! Today, they have vegetable soup poured over
rice. Some come for second helping. They enjoy it tremendously. In
Cambodian villages where mal-nutrition is a serious problem, lunch
gerved at the childeare center is a precious source of nutrition. They
brush teeth after lunch.
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After taking a nap, they go home with snack in hand, Today, it is a duck
egg. Twice a week, they are given boiled egg to supplement animal
protein. What a treat!

Tl Rz T F XL h, ETEEREARSE2ORRL LT
NWEZAETLESH, BEOH->TWA L2 oRTE, TEIDIEES &b
KD ic>& 4, REFTIER. HELFELEBOXTTEERR AL L
16| L G R

Children are going home with boiled egg in their hands. Mother must
be preparing supper when they get home. At seven, it is dark in the
village because they have no electricity. Tomorrow, children will come
to the childeare center vigorous and cheerful,
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With Japanese Children
Comprehensive Study and NGO

CYR joined “NGO Counsel Program” of Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs last vear, and we answered
numerous questions and gave counseling to people.
During the last eight months, we served more than
700 people. particularly children of primary and
secondary schools. This must be due to the
comprehensive study classes that were started
recently.

“Please tell me about Cambodian alphabets™ (6t
grader, Hvogo), “What do refugee children want

B F&EEESOHEB  Children, Our Future

Rika MINEMURA, Head, Secretariat

most?" (6" grader, Chiba), “Don’t they have toys or
picture books in Cambodia?” (2* grader of secondary
gchool, Tochigi), and “Will post cards that 1 spoiled by
mistakes be of use to NGO?" (Sophomore of senior
high, Tokyo). Children are taking the initiative
themselves in order to investigate, learn and act for
international cooperation.

WVisits to CYR by students on school trips are rapidly
inereazing. Junior high students come from various
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Primary school children write and draw
about impressions after listening to a lec-
ture, stating their surprise after learning
facts about Cambodia.
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Junior and sinior high school students visit CYR during their extra-curricular activities. They listen to the staff explaining
activities and help with paper work, and seriously ponder what they ean do.

places, watch videos of CYR's activities, think about
the life of Cambodian children, and look back upon
themselves. They also help with simple paper work.

Their interests in international cooperation are
mounting because of the recent terrorist attack and
mass media’s coverage, but I feel that NGOs are not
vet fully appreciated by the general public or even by
teachers. When I was invited to give a lecture at a
school, the principal asked. “What is NGO? [ always
wanted to ask what it meant.”

On the other hand, children wrote many letters.
“The country was devastated by war in Cambodia. |
do hope that no country would ever engage in war.”
“So many children eannot go to school because they

are poor. Compared to them, we are lucky, There are
many things that we can do, and we would like to
help them in whatever way we can.” Children's
gentleness encourages us and helps us to keep up the
good work,

We shall do our best to answer such questions
concretely in an easy-to-understand way, and continue
producing and loaning of the public relations
materials, photographs, slides, and videos for
classroom uses. We shall continue to offer advice and
assistance with sincere hope that children will feel
sympathy with information they obtained, think about
problems in organized ways, start actions, and take
the first step in the international society.
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# Information about removal of Cambodia office

CYR office in Phnom Pen has moved to a new site. A
special corner to display and sell traditional
Cambodian textiles has been created. Please visit if
vou travel to Cambodia.

Furthermore, the weaving training center that used
to be in our Phnom Pen office has moved to Takeo
Provinee. (See page 4)

Mo.67 Samdech Sothearos Blvd., Sangkat Tonle Bassac,
Khan Chamkar Mon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Telé:Fax: +855-23-210849
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Bright little eyes
Daisuke TAMNAKA, Japan College of Foreign Languages

This spring I had a chance to visit Childcare Centers in
Cambodia that are run by CYR. Thiz was a valuable
experience for me, because T want to become a childeare
worker.

One day | took children out for a walk., We jumped on the
deck of a truck and went to a field at the end of the village.
There was a nice breeze. As soon as they went off the truck,
they started to frolic. When the childeare worker took out
a rope, the kids started immediately “tug of war”. The
temperature was more than 30 T, really hot. In order to
bathe in a pond, the kids took off all their clothes. When
the childeare worker washes their head, they shake a bit
beeause of the cold water, but their faces show that they
are feeling good, They made hats out of lotus leaves, jumped
on my hack — happy volees of the children would not stop.

Then we returned to the Childeare Center. 1t was time
for meal. The children really enjov their food, Because they
are poor, they usually get only two meals per day and are
undernourished.

Before leaving, the childeere workers gave them two
bananas each as a snack, Their eyes were bright. One
child came to me and offered me one of the bananas just
received. When [ said “no, no, it's yours”, the child insisted
that I take the banana. When [ took the banana, the child
smiled happilv. Though I secretly gave the banana back
afterwards, I was very touched ahout the child's
thoughtfulness.

T think I really learned something important about
childeare, thanks to this visit. Childeare means to protect
children, but it is also necessary to develop their potentials
and shape their personalities, Tt is
difficult to express the meaning of
childeare, but I think that one can
say the job of a childeare worker is
to keep the bright look in their little
Eyes.

I wish that these children will
receive love, live in peace and grow
up healthy. And I thought that 1
want to do what I ean to contribute
to that.

@ F&EEESOEA  Children, Our Future
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# Ms.SEKIGUCHI! of CYR Phnom Penh Office To
Receive “MIKI Grand Prize for Women™”

Ms. Harumi SEEKIGUCHI, the head of Phnom Penh
Office, was awarded “Sixth MIKI Grand Prize for
Women” that is sponsored by Miki Corporation. The
prize is awarded to “women who are actively engaged
in community activities and contribute to realization
of healthier society”. The award presentation
ceremony will take place on June 7, where the
recipients will receive monetary gift for their activities
and medal.

BMOEEmME HRITFTOEFMIZT
Mz SEEIGUCHI at Childeare Center in Cambodia,
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Events (Mar.- May)

Lectures

H12 at Nakanoshima Elementary School (Kawasalki)

325 at Meeting of Suppart Activities for Childeare in 3E Asia (Tokyo)
525 at Volunteer dept. Japan Collegs of Foreign Languages (Tokyno)
525 at SAORI SHU Gallery (Osaka)

Exhibition / Sale of Cambodian Textile

3/21.22 Asia Bazaar (Kamakura)

&/8 Flower Festival Charity Bazaar at Joenji Temple (Tokyo)
12 at Suzushiro Clinic (Tokyo)

421 ~ &/3 at SAQRI SHU Gallery (Osaka)

24,25 at Shokein Temple (Tokyo)

Charity Events & Bazaar

4/8 The 8% Flower Festival Coneert

Mr. Genzo TAKEHISA played harpsichord at
Hyakkanon Meijidera Temple (Tokyo).

4721 International Day {Tokyva)

/26 Catholic Himonya Church Bazaar
(Mokyo)

Experimenting with Cambodian Dyeing
4117 Workshop of Natural Dyes of Cambodia
Instruction and Speech by Ms. Fuki KATO

Vigits of Junior High Students

Shimiwu Junior High (Fukushima), Senhoku Junior High (Twatel,
Nakanoshima Junior High (Niigata), Waganishi Junior High (Twate),
Mishivama Junior High (Miyagi), Hivosi Junior High (Shiga),
Hachiman Junior High (Gifu), Nanbu Junior High (Aichil, Sakaiwa
Junior High (Niigatal, Otobe Junior High (Twate)

Thank you very much for vour cooperation.
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FesiFEe
~WLFD. —HoE

MECHIFC] &lEAAS BT LT D)
LSS L. OMROEFEHES T FIIL—
TT.E&WMDEY . P LTF2ThThd~—
ATERMEFHITTLET. Pibd i—0
WEIcEEMEELE.

[1999EOIE, CYROIRT 7 4 T 64D,
[CYR 2 # o 7o ARG FIzaS7 BT

EELLS) L A—TEED £ L 4

TlEE 0 ABEINLTVWET,)

HEHA » Fyho e LOZHR T v ”.éy ” 3
BEEL, BHLAGLLBTRIEDHIZN @@p @

Cat 7V —w—4a bIZHELE L,

Mz CHETEEL, TAThM A EE

THlA T KT YEA -, FROLEZEOT, OR

icffts LELE)

[ FEREARR AT 2 AT L THLEZ A F o4 (-

HOTF—22) OREIRFET, BESADOEWITAIC

Pl b, HorkHSMC00RFTRLE L, Zhisbh

A —fp P TEVSRT A0 T, MEDREITHOEIH

g (A '

TESEE N P TR0RIc2 T Lo R L= 0, CYRD

FT T g RSB LY, SRR EET T E

=hd

H’ SeoF o T ERELTELOMIHEN, fod E AR
EFH T ET, &L J-~_.-'L nf,'t'“ e 1 3 P i

7 4 TeER AT w;tamj

TCYR ioitwb & 0 3§ -» THEKS BV

—hhb LB LET!

'ﬁlLlj ﬁ_id- L.'. ‘

AR M ET B AEEHL ! ) ELSEE, EoLEFEY
FIELCFEESTNE, ETHEYICHEZHLESATT . FE
FE o f= B A =3 LomEIch & AR MY EL
fo. CHSIEESESVALA—SEEPHEEITT.

(3 - i)

Poco A Poco
~ Little by Little

Poco is a Spanish word meaning “little”.
Young volunteers of CYR promote their work
“fittle by little”. They tell us about their
impressions and aspirations.

“In the spring of 1999, six of us created
an independent group to involve
——, themselves in OYR's activities. There are
currently 10 members.”

“We organized summer camps with Indo-
Chinese people in Japan, and raised money
to cover expenses by selling goods in flea
markets. Looking for sites and
transporting goods by train were a hard work, but a great
deal of fun. We made more money than we needed, and
donated the remainder to CYR."

“Last vear, we sold 400 bowls of Cambodian noodle at
International Cooperation Festival. and there was a long
cue waiting to buy the noodle. We shall continue serving
them at future bazaars.”

“This year, we want to study about Cambodia and CYR,
plan CYR volunteer meetings, and expand our activities.”
“Through our volunieer work, we meet many people and
are stimulated. Please come and join us in our study of
volunteerism and international cooperation.”

“We hope that CYR will continue its good work, and we
will continue our support.”

When we ask for help for CYR's events, they come quickly and
help efficiently. They are really a great help. The starting
members have left school and are now working. They are
recruiting younger members,

(Edited by CYR)

CYRMDFEWZECZEL IS

E&# Membership fee per year

E2 B Regular member ¥10,000 &2/ Student member ¥ 3,000

HfE= & Group member ¥ 30,000
#B1= B Supporting member  FREX L Any amount

TEROOEICCi#ES { £ &1, Please send the money to the following accounts;
No.00110-8-36227
8347168 Bank transfer | BEFEERFHEL SVEREEZALS

SR Postal transfer 1 (3555 SIVEEEEALE

B =S IRiTAAARESE (Fafl) No 1351747
ALFHEITAEFEE (TE) No2920834

Please Join CYR S

HOBREEZ SR (CYR) &= |
BEICE2EAVRITOFELLBHITA
| Mz EF LT ETHECMTES L, 1980F |
| ICEBERELE. 19902 EETHAOHE |
| #vrvITREELA—EEEL. RERD |
LIRS TORAT. FELEBARBMICH

SoEMTESBHEICYEHELT, FE

LEHEEHRIILEERERITLET. |
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