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Special Contribution

Visit to Homes of Children Attending Battambang Childcare Center
Eiji OTSUKI, Staff Writer, City News Dept. the Mainichi Newspaper Osaka Office

An article entitled 10 Yen for Lunch Program’ which appeared
in the Mainichi Newspaper, October 23, 2001 created a great
sensation among its readers. Mr. Eiji OTSUKI, who wrote the
article, visitad Battambang Childcare Center again in January
and reports his impressions.

Battambang Childcare Center supported by CYR in
cooperation with SOBBHANA, a Cambodian NGO, was
opened in May 2001 and the lunch program started last
January.

In January, I visited Battambang Childcare Center

where the lunch program had just started. Why do
we need the support of ‘10 yen for lunch’ ?. Here is
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my report on families of children of the Center.

60% Pay Lunch Fees in Full

The menu of the lunch on the day of my visit consisted
of rice with cauliflower and pork soup. Children
zeemed to prefer pork to cauliflower.

The Center eollects 500 viels (about 16 ven) and 1
kg of rice (about 23 yen) a month a child for lunches
served. Of 102 children. about 60% can pay the fee in
full, but 30% have not paid. Ms. BUN Sophal (41),
the supervisor, was pleased that “more than half of

parents can pay, as [ expected less could pay”. Since
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this was the first time that the fees were collected,
we cannot be too optimistic,

In the afternoon, T was taken to homes of children
whose pavents could not pay the fee.

Loan Contracted Because of Medical Fee for Child
TY Sothy (32), whose fourth daughter Chom Sobun
(4) attends the childeare Center, grows vegetables on
the rented field. His 40-day-old boy had to be treated
because of a boil on the head and the treatment cost
230,000 riels (about 7666 ven). They borrowed the
maoney from a rich villager at 20% interest per month.
The family skips breakfast. Lunch and supper for
the 7-member family cost only 1000 riels (about 33
yven) a day. The couple lived in Site 2 refugee camp
from 1979 to 1992,

Sopheap (34), his wife, tells that her dream is to

“send children to school no matter how hard our life
is. I want them to become a teacher or a doctor”.

Living in Brick Factory

NEANG Ra (32) lives inside a brick factory with his
family ineluding the son Phearom (5) who attends the
childcare center. He is paid 300 bahts (about 935 yen)
for working 10 days in the factory. Two weeks ago,
they borrowed 1000 bahts "(about 3110 yen) because
Phearom became ill with pneumonia. He also owes
600 bahts (about 1866 yven) for rice to the factory
manager.

NEANG Ra also lived in Site 2 refugee camp
between 1979 and 1993, “Tf only 1 had the money, I
would like to send children to school...”, He said in a
feeble voice, A girl covered by mud went past us. She
looked about 10 years old and was carrving clay.
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Maybe Phearom will also work at this factory when
he iz a bit older.

Vicious Cycle of Poverty

Thesze are just two examples, but we can easily imagine
the rest. Returnees from the refugee camps do not
own the land on which they can lay foundation of their
life, and have to live in destitute by working as day
laborers or as tenant farmers. Because they do not
have enough food, children become ill easily.
Treatment costs are unexpected, and they become
more destitute...a vicious cyvele of poverty.

Support for Childeare Center and 10 ven for Lunch
Program may help cut the vicious cyele. T hope to
continue to write about these children so that the
Japanese people may feel the joy of life by helping

i FEHESAOAA Children, Our Future

children of Cambodia become healthy and strong.

(Photo by My, OTSUKT)

Profile of Mr. Eiji OTSUKI

Born in Aichi Pref. Enterad the Mainichi Newspaper in
1989, While working for Tokyo Office, he wrote serial
articles such as “Amazon Diary, South America” about
his search for wild monkeys in the jungle of Colombia
and “Dreams of 100 years” about his travel to tracs the
foolsteps of Japanese immigrants in Bolivia. He has
worked for the City News Dept., Osaka Office since
2000, Currently, he gives lectura tours at Japanese
primary and middle schaols to tell sbaut the situation in
Cambodia to Japanese children.

* Because Battambang is near the border of Thailand,
they use Thai currency, baht.
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Food for the Children of the World

Tomomi FUJIKAWA,
Chairman of the Management Commitles of the Kudo lwao Memorial Fund

Since its baginning five years ago, the Kudo lwao Memorial Fund has
generously supported the lunch program for CYR's Childcare Centers.
Last year we also recaived support for the construction of the
Battarmbang Childcare Center. We spoke with Mr. Tomomi FUJIKAWA
who is the head of the Managemant Committee and is cantral to the
Fund's activities.

Please tell us a little about the Kudo lwao Memorial Fund.
The Fund began with a campaign for *500 yen donation’ in
honor of the former Governor of Twate Prefecture, Mr. Twao
EUDO, who passed away in 19958, and who had advocated
“Let’s help the world's hungry children”. Currently the
Fund's representative is the Chairman of the Bank of Twate,
and many companies and well-known people in Iwate have
become involved and are actively promoting the Fund's
activities. In particular, we feel really encouraged to have
the entire staff of the four financial institutions in Iwate
participate in fund raising.

How did you become involved with CYR?

When we were choosing the recipient of the first donation
in 1998, we kept in mind the spirit of the Fund, which is
‘Food for the World's Children’, and chose CYR's lunch

program. During fund raising campaigns, we are often
asked “Will the donations really be sent to people in need?”
From this point of view, the presence of CYR's office in
Cambodia is really significant and generates trust.

Please tell us about the Fund's future plans and goals.
The origin of the Fund was food aid, and our goal is
continuing activities, rather than temporary food azsistance,
As people have expressed interest in supporting educational
activities, last year we supported the construction of the
Battambang Childeare Center and this vear we will support
the construction of an elementary school and a kindergarten.
We have alzo decided to expand our activities bevond
Cambodia to other countries including Kenva, the
Philippines and Indonesia.

What impression did you receive on your visit to Cambodia?
My impression was that finally the country was beginning
to stand on its feet afier almost all of the functions of a
state were destroved, Education of children and
independence of women will be the driving forces in getting
the country moving again. [ would be very thankful if our
support could be of help in rebuilding a nation. [ think the
revival of Cambodia could be a good model for the
reconstruction of Afehanistan. (Edited by CYH)

FEEESEE Children, Our Future 3



EENERSDEMIEZI— -
~RBPADBIIEENEFDOLEICTITT

CYRAH UV RST Tl -BEBEL. §CLIIEMABABLELE. ZOM. CROBREFRTR. REFOFHLHOD
A=EOBAT. FOFHAL LT O2HOPITEINTEE LR, —AT. BHOEFFHELSTHL (. REFIAE
MIZHBIELT. HOALLSOATEETESLL ST - LI REFBEVFOLSICERAFET. LALS. TOBPDRERERIC

Ao T, HTEFHLLEAN EEYE L.

REMOBIEFE-T:--

HEEATERRIC BT 2103 X o LisbuiE3 9,
{FEWHEOR R, REEFELEHBLE2TF—TT,
HhH L&, HEOREENGIMEER HTHfhTE L
T, FOFIETHREMEED—FEEHE5] Lnind
TL, kibOETR., Fr-ESToRHTE, £
EEEOFE LA XA EMIciThh WA Z 2 EE 5 T,

HEMICAA—F

FOELIFELEWVEEIT AR, MEEL12 A5 CYREE
FlOh L0037 T, BEMIC oSG E
BEOEfiiEE 22— 283 LR,

FOL < AiE, TEFCYRMBIRBML., 18100 Fa-(#)
13000 ) £ 7, @EFUEIZ104 A £15 w T, FIE
. 2ol L0 HE L A4ICFIALTH BV RN
Byviph, BoRPT Tl s% L HEHD 3% E L
F L, WEOEEIIFEPHMEONERE LERETIT
v, TELUVREA, $RIC ol A8 42 7E ) b 2R T
S HiHtTha L] REETT,

CAEEENEATHET

HCZOBERLIT DL, mbEBE OIARIEE
HiLE Lz, FIA BAARICH, BT < THEd,
fe RSB OSE IO LTI L S - R, 144
BEINTAH izl LI

HroEL&LEER-
Disoussions ware hald with vil lagers.

Micro Credit Program Starts

~ Toward Self-reliance of Childcare Centers and Better Village Life ~

It is already 13 years since CYR started its childcare program
in Cambodia. During these years, childcare centers gradually
took roots in villages thanks to hard work by child minders
and supporl of villagers. On the other hand, poverty still
prevails in villages and the prospects of financial independence
and management of childeare centars by villagers seem far
from realization. Al this time, however, a new project was
started toward that goal.

For Self-reliance of the Childcare Center

“What can we do to help the childeare center become
financially independent?” The question was asked
many times as child minders gathered for training.
A proposal from them came up one day. “Why not
extend loans to villagers and use part of interests for

& FEBESAEB Children, Dur Future

management of the center?” According to them,
lending and borrowing of money for daily needs are
done on daily basis in Cambodian villages.

Program Starts on a Trial Basis

After some discussion, ‘Micro Credit Project’” was
started last December in Beng Khyang Village where
CYR manages one of its childeare centers. CYR offers
the capital and villagers contract the loan (up to
US$100 or 13000 yen per person) for 10 months, The
interest rate is 3% per month, lower than 5% which
is the prevailing rate in Cambodia. The program is
managed jointly by CYR, the village head and district
representatives, and its objective is to offer the capital
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LANG Semnak sells these hand-made sweets.

for increasing income and improving livelihood of poor
villagers, particularly women'.

A Plan is in Progress
Once the project was announced, many requested for
loan, After visiting families who wanted the loan to
find out the purpose and repayment plans, 14 were
selected. YOEUN Mab asked for $100 loan to fund
her catfish business. She will buy fishing gears, lend
them to fishermen, and sell the fish at the market.
LANG Somnak sells sweets made from banana in the
market. She would like to expand her business. TON
Sokhorn bought a bicycle for her grandchild who must
travel long ways to attend the middle school. She
will repay the money with salary earned by his mother
who works away from home.

A man wants to buy piglets and raise them for sale,
a woman wants to buy thread for weaving, another

wants to buy a motor bike and open bike taxi service,
All these plans are uniquely Cambodian.

Self-support of Childcare Centers in Future

Small scale loans are popular in Cambodia, and yet
many villagers give up the loan because of high
interest rates. CYR plays a major role in the loan
program because of villagers' trust in CYR thanks to
its many vears’ activities in villages. The important
thing is to offer pertinent advice and continue support
so that their ventures will suceeed. CYR hopes that
the program will ultimately lead to management of
the childcare centers by the villagers as the interests
ralsed will help support management of the centers
and villagers whose cash income increazed will he able
to pay the childeare fees of 500 riels (about 16 yen)
per month for their children,

FEGESARB Children, Qur Future 7
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Today we focus on tying. The tying process is necessary for dyeing threads in
different colors and create the ikat pattern. Keeping in mind the finished pattern
while tving, we repeat tying the parts with plastic string which are not to be
dyed.
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The trick is to do the first tying well. Otherwise from the second tying onwards
it will not go so well and we cannot create an attractive pattern. 1 know a lot of
patterns, but it is very difficult to teach these to the tranees. Seeing their progress
gives me the greatest pleasure. (AOUM Khun on right.)
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Dives are made from plants available around us. A beautiful eream color can be
achieved by dyveing with hoiled coconut shells.
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The tied threads are soaked in the dye. In order to ensure that the color soaks
in evenly, we beat the thread down onto the floor. Putting a great deal of strength
into it, we beat the thread down about three hundred times, and it is quite

tiring.

PHOTO REPORT - A Day of the Weaving Trainees

There are currently five trainees living at CYR's Weaving Training Center in Cambodia where they stay for one year
to learn their country's traditional art of weaving. Their trainer, AQUM Khun, is a veteran weaver with many years’
experience in training. She has a vast knowledge of all the processes involved in weaving and here she infroduces

a day in the life of the Center.

8§ FEEES0EA Children, Our Future
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The process up to this point is repeated again and again, using different dyes.
For a complex pattern, tying and dyeing alone can take one month.
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MNobody misses the sound of the ice-cream seller! Evervbody rushes all at ance,
and we have a break from work. Today's snack is sweet coconut ice, which sells
for 100 riels (about 3 yen).
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At last, we put the thread over on the loom. We weave carefully in order to
create a beautiful pattern. To weave one kuben (approximately 3.6m) takes a
skilled person about ten days. It still takes the trainees about three weeks.
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After many processes, at last the ikat is completed. To create beautiful woven
products requires skills. 1 hope that the girls will progress quickly and learn to
weave well,
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The day’s training is over and we prepare and eat our evening meal. The
conversation becomes animated and it is the most relaxing time for the trainees.
Let's have a go again tomorrow.

FEEESOERE Children, Our Future @
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Mass Concert for Gregorian Chants

December 20, 2001 at University of Sacred Heart
CANTATE DOMINO, a choral group for Gregorian
chants, and University of Sacred Heart Choir gave mass
eoncert for CYR. More than 300 people attended the
10th Concert and spent solemn hours on a winter night.
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Together for 10 years
Hiroko WATANABE, CANTATE DOMINO

CANTATE DOMINGD, a choir which sings Gregorian
chants, was founded in 1990. [ had found that
listening to and singing Gregorian chants gave me a
oreat sense of peace and comfort. This was a number
of years before Gregorian chants hecame popular
around the world.

After singing together for a while, T began to think
of events that could become a goal for our practice.
At that point, I spoke with Ms. Kazuko SATO who is
both a director of CYR and a member of CANTATE
DOMIND, about whether our group could be of any
help for CYR's activities.

We gave a concert at first, and then since 1992 we
have held a mass each vear in November or December
and donated the money raised to CYR. Each year,
the mass progresses with the aid of volunteers while
we concentrate on our singing. Perhaps we could
raise more money by selling tickets for concerts.
However, I think Gregorian chants should be sung
within the context of a liturgy, and I would like to
keep the current format,

I don't think there is anyone who does not pray for
peace, who does not call upon a higher power for help
at some time and who does not want to praise these
acts. To sing hymns 1= to put this feeling of admiration
into words. [ am grateful to have people with whom
T ean sing and pray together, and T hope that we can
continue to do our best and sing better and better all
the time.

\_—________'_—“_-‘_“——“m_n_—_—_——_-
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Kyoouji Temple Film Showing February 2, 2002
The showing of a film “Sense of Wonder', performance of
dragon flute, and lecture hy Mr. Makoto SHIINA were
offered by the Temple. CYR sold Cambodian fabrics and
small articles. About 100 people attended the event held
in the temple’s main hall.
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Exhibition of Handiwork

February 16 to 28 at Gallery Art Way (Saitama)

Ms. Hiroko HARASAWA, CYR's supporter, held the
exhibition and sale of ceramies, tie-dyed cloths,
acceszories and Cambodian textiles,
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4 Notice:Changes to CYR Accounts
CYR's accounts at banks and post office have been changed
as follows,

Tokyo Mitsubishi Bank Roppongi Branch
Ordinary Account Mo. 1351747

Daiichi Kangyo Bank Roppongi Branch
Ordinary Account No. 2920884

Post Office Account No.00110-8-36227

Mame of all accounts;
Tokutei hieiri katsudou haujin
Osanai Manmin O Kangaeru Kai

@ Thank You for Your Gifts

CYR wishes to thank you all of you who sent donations for
our Year End Fund Raising Campaign, We have received
the total of 2,369,000 yven, which will be used for children of
Cambaodia. Please continue your support. We are currentls
investigating appropriate groups in Afghanistan to sharve this
gift with us, and we will be reporting to you as soon as the
recipients are selected.

TRAFNLAS—

Calendar of Events

321 (Thu) 22/Fr) | 48(Mon) | | 5.24(Fr) 25(Sat)
' 10.00-16:30 | 19:00-21:00 | 10:00-16:00
?-:z‘iﬁ_;:!’—mﬁmﬂ fEEOYauH— hoRSTOFRHE .
~ PR TFm Y et . R
] | W BARE (Fz i) ToFDH
B L PASE R
Exhibition / Sale of Cambodian | | ypoWer Destival Concert at || Exhibition/Sale of Cambodian Tex-
Textile in Kamakura Ll yo . tile at Shokoin Temple in Tokyo .
[ il el T
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Self-reliance for Adults First
MEASE Tomii (39)

Mr. Tomii works for a Japanese construction
company in Phnom Penh. He supervised
the repair work at Cheng Meng Childcare
Center in Movember, 2001. He speaks
Japanese fluently and has been involved in
most of CYR's construction works. After
spending childhood in civil war and forced
labor, he went to Japan and studied there
from junior high schoal to graduate school.
He himself has started an NGO for children
and continues his volunteer service. He tells
his thoughts about Cambodia.

| l"x P@ @g ﬁ @ ? Repair of Cheng Meng Childeare Center was

L

" difficult a it included replacing the entire roof.

= My job was to guide Mr. Samet, a CYR's staff,

at the site and supervise the construction work.

1 asked him if he could do the work, and he answered Yes'
confidently. He has kept me informed of the details in the
most appropriate manner during work, and when he
reported me that “everything was completed as planned”, 1
was deeply moved. He did what I had expected him to do
and enacted his role with responsibility and pride.

At the Childeare Center with its new raised roof,
children can sleep soundly even on very hot days, T feel
empathy with CYR as it continues working for Cambodian
children, and will cooperate as much as I can.

Adults in Cambodia barely managed to survive the long
war and have not received adequate edueation. 1t is difficult
for them to think of what kind of education to offer to their
children. Living in destitute means not being able to think
ahout educating their children. Once they become self-
sufficient, they mav be able to think of education and future
more seriously, Based on that thought, | would like to
continue helping CYR and working as a volunteer for

children.
{Edited by CYR)
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