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CYR's Start as a Specified NPO

Bika MINEMURZ, Head,

Caring for Young Refugees (CYR) has filed an
application  for approval of incorporation as a
non-profit organization (NPO) with Tokyo
Metropolitan Government on July 18 based on the
resolution CYR's
incorporation held on June 30.

As explained in the call for the general

passed  at meeting  of

meeting, inconveniences we were compelled to
suffer as a private group will be obviated, as we
shall aet as a judieial body. But the most
essential point is to gain recognition by the society
and to fortify our foundations.

A corporation established under the NPO Law

¥ FeEi=saigA Children, Qur Future

Secretariat

is required to manage itself with fairness and
transparency. CYR has always done its best to
keep its management fair and open. and will
continue to do so as we make a new start,

In its 21st vear since establishment, CYR is
faced with a grave time for radical changes.
Which road should we take, what organizational
syvstem should we aim, on what basis our finance
should be managed......... there are =0 many
challenges. We shall take a firm step forward as a
specified NPO and welcome advices and opinions
from our members and supporters,

Thank vou for vour continued support.



2 BEREEITThhELL

foo HHRIT - ENEEORE

6F 30 B. BE42lE (FE. HiEE) 50T, B2l EYHVWEEZ2EAZSTEFESIBAINEL
SEEDEE ERIELR, TATEESSYICERENELL,
B TiTHAA. BEISFERFEINE IS TR, NPOEMERENFHREh, B EF I
—B. [{FEMAE] ELTOCYR #8BMT5 P REENE LA, NPOEASFILICE =Y,
ZEIBE L L THEKEBMR. HAICBKFEEE L TTHREESIMELEL A

ol =k

“Muasanori KOBAYASHI

o IER

EIRFREERELCHLOT
BE XHHE

CYR &, T YL L DREDOEE 21T T H 28,
IO LEoBHEO ISV A0 ERRZE
FATEN TT9, SENTEAGRE SO T ik
THEWIERTET|ZSITwiLFEF LA, NPO A
ELTOEBMFYEICES LS., SHERO TR,
THET BERVT AIURTY .

NPO #EAMEIZH Iz o T:\ TRFTOENOH )L E
HarbHEL, 5% %ﬁ%m%emﬂrwham

AL, BE, BH-MERLHNEEATHEL
WEEZTBY T, % EBEOLY) RO IHRE
TxEET BV ILI T,

I FE S RN EES SRS RN RSN NSRRI SRR RN RN RN RN RN RN RN RN EREEREEREENRENEENERRERRSBRER N

CYR's 21st General Meeting

The 21st general meeting of Caring for Young
Refugees was held on June 30 at Shinsei
Kaikan (Shinjuku-ku, Tokyve). The meeting
proceeded and approved the reports on past
vear's activities and the plans for current vear
in Japan and Cambodia.

The meeting of incorporation under the
Law Concerning Non-Profit  Organizations
was held and Fr. Masakatsu FUKAMIZU was
appointed as the representative director, and
Mr, Masahiro KATANO as the vice
reprezentative director.

Appointed As the Vice
Representative Director

Masahiro KATANO

As CVR ig carrving out activities for childeare, 1
think that it's more suitable for a lady to take this
position.  However, T accept the appointment in
order to assist with businesses at the time of
incorporation. [ ask the members to give support
and encouragement so that CYR may make a
smooth start as a specified NPO.

The directors and staff will re-examine the past
efforts  to  continue

activities  and  reinforce

meaningful activities., I thank you in advance for

vour further support and understanding,

FeEiEsaiRA Children, Our Future 3
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Changing Rural Scenes

Saeko YEMAGIWA, Childcare Program Coordinator

Cheng Meng Childeare Center is located at about 22 changes. With increased traffic, accidents

km =outh of Phnom Penh City bevond Pochengtong increased.  But villagers have high expectations
Airport,  10-ton trucks occasionally roar past the for development. The tide of modernization is
wide road in front of the Center, steadily approaching even to this small village,

A big sewing factory was built some years ago

here and stalls szelling foods and cosmetics to Expansion of the road in front of the Center i
heing proposed by a Japanese company with
Japan’s ODA. While the details such as the
time to start construction are not yet available,

the Center will directly face the road when it is

workers mushroomed. A hospital is scheduled for
construction on the same road where the Center is.
As roads are being improved for the big scale
development plan, the village is undergoing gradual

& J&Ei=50FRA Children, Our Future
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completed. Ewven with the fences, children walking
to the Center will be exposed to risks of traffic
accidents,

The village community first built Cheng Meng
Childeare Center as a meeting place for villagers in
1983, Since its take-over, CYR has attended to its
maintenance by repairing the roofs and kitchen.
But with obsolescence of buildings, there arve
problems such as the low corrugated roof makes it
unbearably hot for children taking naps, the rain
and dusts enter the inside, and the garden is
submerged under water because of poor drainage
during the rainy season.

From Cambodian Childcare Center
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Cheng Meng Village

Population: 550. No electricity or water services. People
aat breakfast only when they can afford it.  Usually they eat
lunch and supper only. Time passes slowly in the village as
if unaware of the ongoing davelopmeant.

53 children attend Cheng Mang Childcare Canter and 12
of thair parents work in sewing factories in the village and the
capital. The ratio is quite high compared to two villages in
Beng Kyang (where CYR manages two childcare centers).
Salary for factory work is 50,000-80,000 rielsimonth (about
¥1,600~2,500).

With proposed expansion of the road, CYR
plans to re-construct the Center buildings. It
will be a new place where villagers meet and

F&EiES0EB Children, Our Future 5
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conduct businesses as a community center. It
will also aim at invigoration of the village by
functioning as a community center managed by
villagers who will have gained a deeper
Currently, CYR is
100% responsible for financing the management,
but the

independence is being discussed with childeare

understanding of children.

plan for the Center’s finaneial
workers,

It is time for CYR to decide what form of
assistance should be continued. If parents and
guardians of children could realize the most

important thing for building an ideal community

b FEEESCGEB Children, Our Future

is healthy growth of children who shoulder this
century, our efforts would be rewarded.

Men Sokaem. a childeare worker at Cheng
Meng, has worked for 8 yvears at the Center Hoer
brilliant amile does not reveal the tragic fact that
she lost 10 of her 15 children during the civil war.
“T think it's a good idea to build an apartment
We could sell foods
All the villagers
could help and use the proceeds for management

house for factory workers,
and cosmetics to them, too.
of the Center” Flexibility and vigor of villagers
sensitive to changes and thoughts to overcome

such changes were most impressive,
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Weaving Project in Cambodia

Venture for Work and Income

CYR's project for preserving the traditional weaving art and for
gelf=zupport for women continues at Phnom Penh Office, We
report on the praject in a series of four articles. This is a
story about one women's venture for work and income outside
her willage.

After the 1-year fraining (August, 1999 to July, 2000)
at CYR's Weaving Center in Phnom Penh, Ms.Tin
Sokhat (18) went home to start weaving in the
village. But after three months, she was back in
Phnom Penh to work at a sewing factory.

She zaid, "a friend recommended the factory. She
was already working there and told me what a nice
place it was. 25 to 30 dollars a month and the
over-time allowance sounded gquite attractive, since it
was not possible to earn that much by weaving at home,

I immediately decided to work at the factory
against my parents’ opposition. In May 2001, I
went to Phnom Penh.,

First, I was charged 10,000 riels (about ¥315) for

health check, 10,000 riels for training in use of sewing
machine, and $5 (about ¥615) as one month rent. My
work was to fill cartons with different kinds of
garments.

In the beginning, 1 liked the work very much. But
after about 2 weeks, 1 began to think otherwise. The
work was most rigid and hard. From 7am to i pm, I
worked non-stop except for 1-hour recess. T had lots
of overtime work., For packing one carton, I was io be
paid 50 cents. But actual money was to be paid threeo
months afterward. I was dead tived and lost my
appetite for work. One month sinee T started
working, I decided to come home in the village.

I wanted to weave again, and CYR welcomed me
back, treated me as before, and would buy pieces that
I wove. I shall continue weaving all my life and will
never stop it again. I am truly thankful for this
opportunity so that I can support my family by
weaving.”

Surroundings of village women change daily. CYR continues
guidance in weaving in order to help them increase income so
that they will be truly independent without seeking easy money,
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CYR is Supported by These People

CYR's activities and works are supported by people who
live all over Japan in various wayg such as helping with
fund-raising campaigns, participating in CYR's events,
selling fabrics, writing letters  of
encouragement.  This is about people who help by
donating articles for CYR Bazaar every year and those
who help by raising money at their concerts.

Cambodian

Support Lasted for 20 Years
Every vear, several tens of cartons filled with
articles for sale at the autumn bazaar reach CYR
from Rainbow Club in Oita Prefecture. lis
members  collect, select, pack and dispatch
hundreds of articles.

Rainbow Club was formed by the wives of
Bungo Takada Lions Club members to help with

& FeeEiEsoifR Children, Our Future

their activities. The Club’s 30 to 40 members
meet once a month for various studies, and
they have contributed to CYR Bazaar for nearly
20 years.

At the nucleus of the Club is Mrs, Mitsuko
HIROTA who runs a ligquor store in Bungo
Takada Citv. She knew CYR by chance
through 2 friend when she came Tokyo for a
college reunion, and started helping early
CYR's activities. After that, she has been
collecting articles for CYR Bazaar by asking
members of Rainbow Club. The articles are
kept in a warehouse of her liquor store and
then sent to CYR.

“Twenty yvears passed in a flash as I worked
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to extend helping hands to people of the world
who need help, Those children in Cambodia
whom we first assisted must be grown-ups by
now”, she tells with deep emotions,

Warm Exchanges at the Concert

Duo "AGAIN" from Kumamoto keeps singing
children’s songs from Cambodia every time they
give concert.  They tell the audience about
CYR's activities and ask for donations, AGAIN
(Mr. Miura and Mr. Kojima) describes about their
concerts.

“We visit small towns and villages on our tour,
Among the audience, there are always elderly
people. Particularly in rural areas, thev do not
have so many chances of attending a concert. In

the beginning, they appear rather uncomfortable,
But as we sing songs of yestervears and
children's songs, their expressions soften and
they start to hum and sing with us.  The
atmosphere becomes warm and we feel that we
share the same “time”. Almost evervhody gives
some money when we ask for donations... old
people who must be living modestly on their
pension, small children tightly holding pocket
money in their hands, salaried workers,
part-time workers, and housewives.

“We were given help in post-World War vears,
Now, it is our turn to help.”

“Please help with children'’s proper upbringing.”
“I'm glad to give from out of my pocket money,”
When we hear such voices, we are given fresh
hope for tomorrow.”

FEEIsS50mEA Children, Our Future 9
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Refugees, Life, Peace

at Forum Yokohama Work Space on June 8-13, 2001
In commemoration of “World Refugee Day™ LJune 200, Ms.
KUGO Ponnareth spoke about her recently published
autobiography, Mr. Masanori KOBAYASHI szhowed his
photos of refugee children, Ms. Chet Can Crisna gave
performance of Cambodian dance, and CYR exhibited and
sold Cambodian textile. The meeting helped to deepen
understanding of Cambodia by visitors.
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Challenge Cambodian dance
{Interact Annual Conference, Gunmal

=" CONTRIBUTION — ===y
Vigits by Junior High School Students :1
to CYR Office d
Between June and July, some students on their school trips to |]
Tekyo fram Aichi, Iwate and Mie Prefectures wisited CYR. I!
They learned how Cambodian children live by viewing the slides IE
“Srey My of Cambodia”. i
Excerpts of their letters to CYR ars introduced below., 1:
When we learned that many people fled from the eivil ]i
war in Cambodia as refugees and there arve still many Ii
landmines buried there, we felt anew dreadfulness of i|
awar., At our school, we sent old clothes to people in l|
Asia and Africa once, At that time, T was satisfied l|
by just collecting and dispatching old clothes, but 1 [,
now know the really important thing is to know in II
where and by whom they are uszed and how to I
continue our activities after dispatching cartons. =|
Tt was good to learn about what would happen to me =|
if I were a child in Cambodia, and to know only ¥10 i|
was enough for a lunch. 1 can help this campaign. !|
i
I felt very strongly that we were really privileged. 1 i:
thought “volunteer work™ meant “help”. After we i
listened to your speech, T will “cooperate” from now F:
O,
d
I think there are lots of things we can do. I want to Ii
help people who are having hard time, and hope that |I
many of us will take more interests in the people of |I
the world. ll
_______ L MR A S O B gt R |
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Interact Annual Conference
at Gunma Prefectural Education Center on July 28-29, 2001
Haosted by Isesaki High School Interact Club
CYER was invited to speak at the conference held with the
theme of “Refugee Problems®. Ms. Fukatsu, CYR director,
talked about experiences at the refugee camp in her keynote
speech, and CYR staff discussed what high school students
could do by learning about the life in Cambodia.
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Study Tours to Cambodia July 23-20/ Aug. 20-26, 2001
Three in July and eight in August joined the tours and
enjoyed visits to CYR childcare centers, the weaving
center, children's institutions and Angkor Wat. Next
tour is planed in February.
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Hyakkannon Meijidera Lantern Festival
at Meijidera Temple on July 29 2001 Hosted by Meijidera Temple
Supported by Numabukuro Merchants” Azsociation
The festival's major attraction was performance of gamelan
music and dances. Thanks to Bev. Kusano, CYR has sold
textile every year, Many people, who love Asian music or
were dressed in ethnie clothes, came to the festival.
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Summer Camp
at Mitzuzowa Park Youth Center for Outdoor Activities
in Yokohama on Aug, 1518 2001
Supperted by Poco-a-poce (CYR: Volunteer Group)
46 people from enjoyed cooking ethnie dishes and playing
games outdoors.
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Information
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Calendar of Events

[CYR/AH¥—] “CYR Bazaar’
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at Shinsei Kaikan in Tokyo
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ExhibitionfSale of Cambodian Textile
at Shokoin Temple, Tokyvo

AFERESEE~OIHAE

wUMESTEIVELT
CYR HdiE) )] (28 '41”?‘ FOF AT R 8L, Sfex a2
=S AN FEGEEEELE, 2o ait, THIRT

YRR Y — 2l LT
g T g S

WAE— 7Tl R OIFERSZ T A s /".'r'ﬁ A
+5—hf AT, iff-*m]*,-""ﬂ HL e f-Fh it mnandr
TlzdfeoTevET, ST, ?!TEIS#_;?L?':'-‘J':{VA EEMT
ﬂﬁ!ﬂ]ﬁﬁrué%!frxiaaffi T,

T, A F@ NGOTH—i25 1@

Thank you for the support for the relief project

of the January earthquake in India.

Az a result of our appeal for the help, & large amount of
donation was given. This was sent to [ndian NGO Sarjan’ by
Jupansse NGO ‘International Center for the Rights for the
Child’, and was used for counseling for childron sufforing
from  trauma.  Sarjan i2 also  supporting  education  for
children.
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Japanese Children
As Seen by Ms. Sokhon

This June, Ms. Khin Sokhen, a childecare
worker from Cambodia, ceme to Japan at
the invitation of Support Activities for
Childeare in SE Asia (a joint effort between
Kita—ku government, volunteers and CYR),
and underwent training at nursery school
and kindergarten in Kita—ku, Tokyo. She
answered the gusstions with a smile
immediately prier to her departure.

Tell us of your first impression of Japan.
Evervthing was really different from Cambodia.
I held my hands under the faucet at a toilet in a

S
o\
]

department store, water came out automatically.
I pushed buttons and got a ticket,  In Cambodia,
stores are flled with =sales people, but not in Japan.
Evervone was so nice to me. [ thank them all.

What about Japanese children?

We beeame friends readily even though we could not
communicate verbally.  They
obedient, and can put things hack to proper places. ..
must be well disciplined at home, too. Compared to them,
children at my childeare center are noisy all day long, they
laugh and cry, run about in the mud, and so on.

have good manners, are
they

What about Japanese childeare centers?

Childeare workers are busy but watch children earcfully,
and talk a lot with parents. I will tell my co-workers
about them, Ewven though we don't have so many tovs in
Cambodia, we have banana and palm leaves to make toys

with, T will make new toys for children when I go back.
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