AR E S

Iy f-‘:f.i‘i}ﬁmﬁ: a—=F!
FEEELSOER
BETIHEBSN

g A L R ooy vk
HNEEADH -FiTFERBLE—
10 BEOEE
e PEBE - AN b AL —
Feoplea

fantuwe] 22+t

@
B
®
@
&)
ao
az

AR TTOERAN ovRER
T Childeare Center in Cambodia
| " Mazanori KOBAYASHI

Bpevial Reports from Bantambang

Mew Project Lounched in Battambang

Our New Childeare Workers

Making Play Tools Under the Scorching Sun

Wiaving Propect in Cambodiz
Ms=. Kato Reports on Current Status

Walue of ¥10 Coin

Report and Calendar of Events
CARING FOR YOUMNG REFUGEES

HORREEZDIR

Peaple

‘Monochrome Sky'

Ponnareth KUGO

JUNE 2001



/w48 2 /% &

CYRIZ 21 iz 21 A MA  h X HITTOHHL 10
FHEZDE LA, ZOMBEIZCYR IE, 2000 F£5 A4
KT R 7 iy HTHLVREFCRBEREA ST
24F L7,

2 ¥ R, A BT TIRAERICAE T S HEEP
LORERMET, S LEBEELTVET, ORI >
FRUTOND (V5] Bk [y ¥ riiimiatE+
vy — | BEGEERE~OBDER TR, POk, kXS
— O, REHONME, BEHHOBERIIHz-TE
T L. FLT2001 45 H 2 A+ ¥ —HNOETHON
AT hihE Liz. Shicid, fERORFIIZF (DT
A Ewni=Pu LTS EE0RIFER, SmiE—

LAOBIRATFRIZE BRI HBMLTWIZE,
ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ%motﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁéﬁﬁﬁLiLta

(rrEae R e rrasareg |
Igi & R 2 TE :%E
E;E O 1 VBE il
il i
m N et S R a1 6 ﬁ
| SRR M 1 Hi
I b L MRS 942 (33.7%) Em
it BRER W 467 (16.7%) il
i BETFEEORE 508 (21.4%) ||
il 1l

New Project Launched
in Battambang

CYR is 21 vear old in the first year of 21% century and
its activity in Cambodia enters its 104 year. To mark
thiz memorable vear, CYR launched a new childcare
project in Battambang, Cambodia in May 2001,
Battambang, which is mainly engaged in rice
cultivation, is situated in the northwest area of
Cambodia bordering Thailand. In October 2000 CYR
entered an agreement with SOBBHANA*, a local NGO,
for assistance in the construction and management of
“The Community Women's Center’. From then on we
have engaged in construction of the center, training of
childeare workers and making play materials for
children. Finally, the childeare center, a part of the
community center, was opened on May 26, 2001, The

ceremony was attended by Messrs Tomomi
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Anlong Vill Commune, Sangker Dlstnnt

i Battambang Province
i il
/!l Population 14, BGE i
Il MNumber of households 2,796 i
{4l Mumber of farming families 1
(i without land 042 {33.7%) |}
ij: Mumber of returnee families 467 (6.7 1
if! Number of households headed 1
f by woman 538 (21.4%) ||
i

FUJIKAWA and Shin'ichi MIYAZAKI on behalf of
Kudoh Iwao Memorial Fund, and Ms. Kiyoko
SHIMAYAMA, a CYR member and donor to the project,
and marked the first step taken by the center as the
entire community watched with expectations.

*SOBBHAMA was established by Princess Marie RANARIDDH
in 1983 to improve life of poor people, support women's financial
independence, offer general health guidance and sound growth of
children.



A 4..»?@111:.5;::

lm!uﬁmbhutaﬂawﬁl; e -
ErAbhA, ADICHT AEEE DM ER— T,

B LALIOBRERIZEAE TR LB, B

| BROMEBLGSTLG.

R 2 (EELTuwE+, it ¥y -0
HAHT Y ATT|T oy 1 VHIKIE, FioREER S
CLARERES L LRREOMB L FRsOBELER
CRLTWwWES,

Ky @2 ReDIN2DES LG -« -

ZOHEE S 2BV T O E T A, R R
ElEnEY, AA4oFG LI LTETIERDILA, T
WEIFLLVRER, HEVWTRFES L REETEHS.
HETEo BT 2 2B CR-ThT LA EHT
I i ‘-3']— o

TELBAE I DERT Y. FIZ 2,500 Vb (# 80
M) ORFEHFILAT, ROFRVEEERBIIPHTL
TV B LTI L LT L L L BN EHA
FEFEAFHEEDLDNIEMEBEDTELLE (RS
SES P

LE SRS BRE R RRRRERRE R R R R RRRRRRRRRRRENFEEERESE SN
Where is Battambang?

Battambang is the second largest city in Cambodia
and is located at about 300 km from Phnom Penh.
The anti-government activities by Pol Pot Group used
to be rampant in the area, and although the city
appears to have regained its peace, there are still a
great many land mines buried in the periphery. The
area is inhabited by many ‘refuges-returnees’. In
Arong Ville Commune, Sangker District where the
Community Center is located, there are particularly
many such returnees, showing signs of aftermath of

the civil war such as unemployment and farmers
without land.

How People in Battambang Live?

Although the area is known by its leading position as
a rice cultivator in Cambodia, the soil is not
necessarily fertile and people’s life is not free from
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hardships. Farmers who do not own land are
employed as  day laborers in  agriculture or
construction work and try to raise meager sums by
selling homemade sweets in the market.

There are quite a number of children who drop out
of the primary school because their parents cannot pay
the annual tuitinn of 2,500 riels (ahout ¥80) and who
help with the family's work or sell things on the
streets.  Many village children suffer from skin

FEEIESABRAR Children, Our Future 3
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HIV/AIDS in Cambodie ;
" Ever since ﬂ'u.e first case of AIDS wae drag-nusad in 1993, AIDS

| be the fastest growing in Asia,
persons is estimated to be about 60,000, with that of women

'also rapidly increasing. | Ghildren who died  of matemal ||

has rapidly spread in Camhudm and the incidence is now said to
The number of infected

infaction of AIDS number more than 5000 as of 1999,
Because of deep-rooted prejudice against AIDS, problems
faced by patients and their families in daily life are enormaus,

Role of the Community Center
This area had no childeare center in the past.
(hildren will spend the day playing and learning
under the watchful eyes of trained childeare
workers.  Lunches served at the center will
improve their nutrition,

CYER will focus on training of childeare workers.
Mothers and carctakers will learn about child

{Source: NGO Forum on Cambodia, 2000)

rearing, nutrition, health and hygiene. Education
in HIV/AIDS. another major problem in Cambodia,
will alzo be offered.

Furthermore, about 100 women in the area
can join the job training held in the community
center. 1t is expected to serve not only mothers
and children but alse the community people, and
to play a major role in invigorating the
community.

diseases probably due to mal-nutrition.

Village women without regular work welcome the
opening of the center where they may receive job training
and where their children may be looked after while they
work elsewhere. Although the sum of 500 riels labout ¥16
ver) and 1 kg of rice that the center will ask families to give
are quite small, it is a difficult burden for some families,

4 Fe+i=50888 Children, Our Future
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Our new childcare workers

Saem Chea (26) is a mother of two children. Her husband,
who was a soldier, lost one leg due to a landmine during the
war. After having sustained her family since marriage, she
now decided to support her family by working as a childeare
worker. She is a very friendly woman who easily makes
people laugh and feel good.

The husband of Kouch Sovan (38) died from malaria. She
has a 10-vear-old daughter, who proudly tells everybody at
her school that her mother has become a childeare worker. I
want to become a childeare worker who can be friends with
children’, she tells enthusiastically,

In March, we started the training for our six new
childeare workers, considering their various backgrounds
and situations. The first day began with observation of
children at one of the existing CYR Childeare Centers.  Yan
Yoan (21) was overwhelmed at the beginning and felt very
tense. ‘But when I met children at the center, my anxiety
just flew away’. she says. ‘They were all very good in
distinguishing specific features of various age groups’, savs
Saeko YAMAGIWA, CYR divector in charge of training.
She expects that ‘those who have the sensitivity to see the
individuality of each child are likely to become good

childeare workers,

The administrative staff of Sobbhana, Bun Sophal (400

is in charge of the whole center including the childecare
center.  She also participated in the training to learn
about childeare. “The iraining was so interesting, 1T
thought it was hardly long enough. 1 would like to learn
more about development of children’, she savs.
Her husband, a policeman, was at a refugee camp in
Srakeaw (Thailand) before coming to Battambang, Both
hiz and her beloved daughter’s understanding 1= a strong
mental support for her to continue working as a
determined volunteer,  After having visited more than
hundred families in villages of the area, she keenly felt
the need for a childeare center. ‘T hope in future we will
have many such childeare centers in Battambang', she
says,

On May & our new Childeare Center for 100 children
was opened.  Saem Chea sayst T do feel some pressure
now - because from now on we will be like mothers of
many children. We must make sure that each of them is
treated egually!”  We would like to continue the support
of six childeare workers who are  full of love for children
and the Sobbhana staffs filled with enthusiasm for her
new task.

(5 F&EEE=S0BAA Children, Our Future
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Making Play Tools
Under The Scorching Sun

Even though April is the hottest month of the year in
Cambodia, the heat was unusually intense this year
The temperature rose beyond 40°C and the rice fields
eraclked on the surface.

Four CYR staffs from Phnom Penh and new childeare
workers made play tools for the new Childeare Center in
Battambang in spite of the heat. They made a sandpit,
a secsaw, swings and a slide by carrving soil, making
mesasurements, mixing cement, cutting and painting
wood, and driving nails. All were done by hands with
gentle and loving care.

Reunion in Battambang
There was another man, a Thal who came all the way
from Aranvaprathet to help. He had worked for ten
vears at CYR Thai Office since Khaoi Dang Camp until
the office was closed last vear,

The important thing was “to put ourselves to
children's eve level and see whether or not sizes and
shapes were suitable for them and whether or not they

& FEE=5088 Children, Our Future

FOBRBWETIZE TV L) CYRDHHX
REETE .

iy

-
A
e

&,

FEHEEOREDHIC
EHFFOBREAET - -89, HHoARiziTol:s
HHEE o, 26 - A o mﬂm‘l:ﬁliﬁﬁﬁ"’&i?]‘wf;
Licks>TLEI D, HEAC & el 2 B D B,
FO L EHOOROERZ LY, RElo TLELE
BTV EOTHE, RIF[ERITTINL,
SRR OEFITE, BT EoBA. BBV
G HTOE RIS ATV b EAHELRD
Lahts, —2BEDDERIRTH 2RI TA,
RHEF, FEOLBAROL TRIEAHMTS
i b v, FOHICEEEe A, BOok
A R ZLENSL, I EHONCS s {7
HHREBHLAV, FLbib LBEETRIILENS
RE T {EN BT T E v,

EREEMEEERAAAERE R UG U P I AN AR RSN AR R RN

were safe to play with”. The Cambodian staffs and he
‘shared the same sentiment in few words’ because they
hoth worked for children with the same enthusiasm
despite different places.

This re-union in Battambang was symbolic of the
moment where the past history and the future activities
joined hands, We reconfirmed the spirit of CYR that it
was people who made people.

For Children

At the time construction was started, poor drainage
presented problems. Without drainpipes. the center
would be immerged under water during the rainy
season.  People from nearby villages promptly came to
help with digging ditches and burying pipes.

At the childeare center nearing completion, childeare
workers exchanged words with children who came to
visit out of curiosity while the workers were busy with
filing and finishing tools ane by one.

A childeare center should be a place where children
can spend the day in safety. We hope to build a child
care center that has a favorable environment for
children by working together with villagers and
childeare workers and spending the days with children,
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Weaving Project in Cambodia
Ms. Kato Reports on
Current Status

CYR's project for preserving the traditional weaving art and
for self-suppart far weman continues at Phnom Penh Office.
We report on the projest in @ series. Ms. Fuki KATO, an
expert in weaving and dyeing, spent a month in Phoom Penh
to give expert guidance early this year.

What was your impression?

My first impression was that thev were learning
qulf.e eagerly. From 7:30 in the morning until
evening with a lunch break in between, they learn
to “dye”, “tie threads” and “weave’.  Even after
supper, they were working. As they live in the
dormitory above the office, they took turns in
cooking and learned housework as well.

What lessons do trainees receive?

They wateh teachers and learn by themselves
without textbooks or lectures,  In Cambodian
villages, the art of weaving have been handed down
from grandmother to mother and then to danghter.
There are no reference books on the weaving
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What are the difficulties in teaching?

It is said that 80% of time in weaving is spent on the
process before threads are placed on the loom. All
process is based on experiences alone. The utmost
difficulty was teaching without coneepts of recording
the resultz, measuring temperatures or weighing.

I heard that some givls could not continue weaving
in villages after the training because they cannot
afford to buy utensils, they ave busy with farming. or
they go to work in factories for ready cash mmecome.
The social status of women in Cambodia is still very
low and women often have to give up weaving hecauze
of opposition from family.

Advice on training

It would be advisable to preparve a curriculum and to
observe the progress of individual trainees, Since
the course lasts for one vear, 1 felt that lessons should
be tailored to individiual needs, It will be important
to spend enough time to teach them with mutual
communication.

Basad on valiable advice offerad by Ms, Kato, CYR has started

to review the weaving project and hope to improve the training
by preparing the text and adequately evaluating the work
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Value of ¥10 Coin

Many people responded to our appeal made in Mo, 55 issue
of CYR newsletter by giving donations. They came from
individuals and groups, among whom were children
attending childcare centers and primary schools.  Mr
Kazuaki HIROOKA, the director of Umeda Kodoemonoie
Mursery School, talks about it

At Umeda Kodomonoie Nersery School, we started
‘¥10 for Lunch in Cambodia Campaign’ last
February. We placed a donation box in the entrance
hall asking parvents and children to give to Cambodia.
For 10 yen, a child in Cambodia can have a delicious
Tunch’, T will give my ¥10 to a Cambodian child’,
mothers and children were seeing placing money in
the box.

With the change in working hours of parents,
the time spent by children in nursery schools has

® FE&EES50EB Children, Our Future

extended radically, When such children enter
primary school and spend the after-school hours
alone at home, they have so much time on their
hand and would easily spend 500 yen and 1000
ven without knowing the real value of money.
Money is an answer to satisfy their desire.
Parents give money to children without much
thought. The svstem in the society entices
children to buy more.

Some may wonder if the message that “10 ven
pays for a delicious lunch’ will reach these
children whose sense of monetary value has
become distorted. And yet, we should like to
continue asking for 10 yen. It is a pgood
opportunity for children to think what 10 yen
really means and to think about others. I hope
that this will lead to a chance of discussion
between parents and children. Candid opinions
of children may move hearts of parents.



Rl  Oe

S7pE 10 s EEELSE D>

ol W0 ATH RV TOFEL LI THEE
S -4 FOREEFLL-BIELF-TLL S
ZEN, IR EELCCHLLIEVTT,

2 iEHl, CYR TEM LIRS [FEHE244 0
PRTLEFELOEFOLPI] TR, AXEYTH
FADHLWFEL 50O HL T, BROT
ELTBOBEINTWELEL VIR ERD 2R Y
FLi T, Tyt 2RELIRES, DEE
FOZ2— A0 THEOLVHIES ) THA,

FALRRENSHBREFIZNTIHESOMLIE T
aTa&f-4, H qigj‘j#l’r::ﬁ'ﬂj%u; FTLEE L'f""”{ﬂ‘L-i'
MATWAEVZLOME LILEHA, CYR IZZ D6

LWislfizREOBLL 0, FEHRB L -HIC£L,
BATWEF iz TinEd,

CYRIZTEAZLIL: BFROTF L bIZ, 10 P
GEMLTHFFITFORREL{ELLZ - -

T &L

:[:-.

I F P TOIEFEITAHALIET
FOEFETRIEAN, ThheRbitaEfitE
DIEIIDLED ST 10 FAEESNEFDE ot

BB TWAEDTY.

FELOFEMTEYSHbEETLELNESN S
i FELLLEOENRVEREOHIZ, CYR &
MICEWEETFTLEEET LS, THhE LA L
CBEWLIT

R k&> TH

i

[k

LR A A A e e O

Why 10 Yen Now?

‘As little as ¥10 is enough for a lunch for a
Cambodian child!” Wa hope that Japanese
children will be impressed by this idea of ‘Give
¥10 for Lunch’.

Two years ago, CYR held a panel discussion
‘Bring the wish for peace into children’s life’
and revealed the harsh environment of
Japanese children as well as that of
Cambodian children. We are pained
everyday by hearing news ahout brutal crimes
committed by minors and abuse of small
children,

As interests of people in child education
have mounted, childcare in Japan is facing an

extremely difficult situation. In order to
overcome this difficult period, CYR wishes to
join hands with childeare workers.

What CYR can do is to speak about the
situation in Cambaodia. To stop awhile and
think about Cambodia will lead to reflecting
our daily life and caring for others. We hope
that this appeal for ¥10 Gifts will be the
beginning.

All over the world, all wish for peace for
children. CYR would like to ask vou to
expand this activity to create for the better
future for all of the children.

FEEIEESABER Children, Our Future @
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#7ith Flower Festival Concert held
at Hyakkanon Meijidera Temple on April &, 2001

Mr. Genzo TAKEHISA gave a harpsichord concert for the
seventh time. Thanks to Rev. Eio KUSANO, the
resident priest of Hyakkanon Meijidera Temple, the Tth
concert was a great success again,
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CONTRIBUTION

Episode of Flower Festival Concert
Rev. Eio KUSANO (Hyakkanon Meijidera Temple)

“Why is such a violent event going to be held at the
Temple?" “What are you talking about?” I heard you are
having “Chambara — sword fight” in the worship hall...."

This is a conversation exchanged between lay members
of the temple and the organizer. Admittedly, an event
combining celebration for Buddha's birthday, a harpsichord
concert and Cambodia may have sounded strange. But as
we continue to hold the event every year, we do begin to
deepen our understanding of a variety of things. For one
thing, there is a good reason to start something and to
continue it for many years. And this was a fortunate
encounter. Rev. TAKAHASHI of Shokein Temple and Ms.
MAEDA, a CYR volunteer, brought us together.

Mr, Genze TAKEHISA takes pleaszure in presenting his
music by attempting an adventurous trial every year in this
cozy atmosphere. A number of such trials were made for
“the first time in the world”, and [ believe that the name of
this temple will ba remembered in 100 years from now in the
history of music.  Yes, | do seriously believe it!

At the temple, we feel a bit guilty in feeling good by
offering the use of the place for a good cause of “for
children and women of CGambodia”. Lay members of the
temple also feel good by giving money to cover the
expenses.  “We should not monopolize the pleasure of
good deed” is the spirit we must value.

On April 8§ every year, we light up cherry trees, and
see the differences in how they bloom. We are making the
stationery observations of cherry trees and Genzo
TAKEHISA's talent as well as Cambodian children.  In any
case, | belisve that it is important to keep observing with
patience.
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#Photo Exhibition ‘Children of Thailand & Cambodia® and @ Charity Concert “Songs of Cambodia, songs of Japan”
the sale of Cambodian textile were held in Shimonoseki was held at Shimonoseki Civie Hall on March 23, 2001

on March 2, 2001
Supported by SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL Higashi

CYR activities and Cambodian fabries were introduced in Shimonoseki, ‘AGAIN' and Shimonoseki Boys & Girls
Shimonoseki. It was an Iex:el]ent opportunity for many Choir gave a heart warming concert where Cambodian
people to get acquainted with CYR thanks to the good will and Japanese songs reverbrated. Proceeds of the concert
and  enthusiasm  of ladies of  SOROPTIMIST were donated to CYR.

[INTERNATTOMAL Higashi Shimonoseki.
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#Asia Bazaar at Kamakura on March 27 and 28, 2001

Kamakura ZONA -ZONA CLUB and CYR held the annual
spring Bazaar  Hand woven fabrics from Cambodia,
dJapan, Bhutan, ete. charmed visitors to Kamalkura at ifs
height of cherry blossom season.
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Calendar of Events
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Photo Exhibition, Lecture & Exhibition/Sale of hFITEDET - HE
Cambodian Textile in Yokohama Exhibition/Sale of Cambodian Textile
in Yokohama
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Monochrome Sky
Ponnareth KUGO

Twenty years have passed since Ms. Ponnareth
KUGD came ito Japan fram Cambaodia, having
survived the atrocities the Pol Pot regime.  Her
autebiography ‘Monachrome Sky” was published in
April by Shunjusha.

‘Carrying a heavy load of dirt and face
dripping with sweat, T glanced upwards at
the birds freeling freely in the vast open shy.
I should have been eomforted by such a scene
but in my heart it was only reflected in
monachrome.” (from original text)

For a long time [ kept my bitter
experiences in the Pol Pot era locked away in
my heart. A few years ago my elementary
school age son bepgan to ask me about the past
and [ started feeling strongly to want to tell
my children everything.

At night in bed [ often had recollections of
those days. I began to make notes of these memories so as
not to forget. After my family had all gone to sleep, 1
would work at sorting out the memories, writing until
dawn. [ shed many tears during this time, and [ managed
to complete this record. When [ finished writing, my
husband and children were very appreciative of my efforts.
Writing the book has strengthened our family bonds.

I want to tell the young generation what happened in
Cambodia, and want them to read the book to understand
the preciousness of peace.

Bom in 1964 in Phnom Penh, Came to Japan in 1980 from a
refugee camp. Married a Japanese and has a son and a
daughter., Lives in Hiratsuka City in Kanagawa Prefecture,
She helps with education of Cambedian children in Japan and
gives lectures and dance performances.

#Plaase contact CYR office for purchase of ‘Manochrome Sky',
(Available in Japanese only. ¥1700)
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SETA  EXIEE Publisher Masakatsu FUKAMIZU
Translation Volunteers: Sachike OHI, Denise OCHIATL Wisland NOETZOLD

$EM Price ¥200

Head Office

Marato Azabu Bldg2F, 3-2-20, Meteazabu, Minato-ku,
Tokyo, 106-0046, Japun

Phnom Penh

Mo98 54532 Sangkat Toul Tumpoung 0, Khan Chamker
Men, Phonem Penh, Cambaodia TEL: +8535-23-210848
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