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Mrs. Kunthy's little shop
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Agrasment was signed by Sobbhana President HRH RANARIDDH and CYR Director Mrs,OH|




The vear 2001 marks the 10th yvear for
CYR's activities in Cambodia. CYR
opened childeare centers in Prey Ta
Tach and three other villages in
suburhan Phnom Penh, and have
supported their management and
trained childcare workers., During
these years, we opened mobile clinics
in those villages, offered small loan
programs for women, construcled
public kindergartens and trained
childcare workers in cooperation with
the Ministries of Women's Affairs and
Education. A total of 782 children
attended CYR s
during 9 vears and 452 children leit
childcare centers to attend primary

childcare centers

schools,

Management of
Childcare Centers

by Cambodian Staff
Japanese childeare expert left
Cambaodia 2000
Cambodian stafl took over the
management of childcare centers,
Currently, a 3-yvear medium-range

in March ani

plan from 2001 is under discussion.
Targets will be set for each childeare
center and problems and challenges
will be discussed by childcare
workers and Cambodian childcare
stafl so thal priorities may set [or
working out the problems in a step-
wise fashion.

Drafting Universal
Childcare Guideline

In the 20th anniversary of CYER,

9 Children, Qur Future

CYRatylts; 20th) Anni

New Developments

in Cambodia
for Childcare Program

Harumi SEKIGUCHI, CYR Director / Liaison {}Hmer in Cambodia

versaryy

Childcare Guideline is being prepared
by incorporaling experiences
accumulated in refugee camps and
villages in Thailand and Camhbadia,
and by reviewing the content of
childcare worker training. We hope
that the Guideline will
universal character which may he

have a

useful for our future activities and
which may be implemented by
anybody in any place at any time. The
emphasis will naturally be on how
children feel and react. The Guideline
will be useful for Battambang Project
o be implemented this vear,
Cooperation with
Community Women'’s
Center Project

Sobbhana, NGO in Cambodia, asked
CYR to cooperate and assist with
construction and management of a
community center for women in
Battambang in autumn, 1959, In
October 2000, CYER and Sobbhana
signed an agreement lor assisting
with construction of childcare
center, training of childeare workers,
making of teaching materials, and
management of childceare project.
Approximately 200 mothers and 200
children are expected to benefit from
the project annually, With support
from Japanese supporters and CYR
members, construction of a childcare
center will start in early 2001,

&

In October, we toured the site to

Mo.56 DECEMEER. 2000

ochbserve flooding during the rainy
season,  Mrs, Kunthy (42) who sells
small things at a corner of cross roads
told us the tollowing.

"I returned here from the refuges
camp in 1983, Becauss | was late in
coming back, | did not get the land
others got. S0 | built a houss on the
land owned by a neighbor. | have nine
children, The eldest is a 22-year-ald
son. My first husband died in the
refuges camp.  After return, | married a
soldier, but he comes homg only once
in two or three months, bringing 3 1o 4
dollars cut of his 10 dallar salary, He
usas maney an liquor and cigaratles
and some month does not send me any
mangy. | sell sweets that | buy fram the
market and sam betwean 30 yen to 25
ven a day. | can barely fesd children,

L ]
I sinceraly hope that discussing life of
people like Mrs., Kunthy, problems of
childeare workers and voices of
children and staff will help CYR
members and supporters to appreciate
the everyday problems faced by

children in Cambaodia, 1 thank vou in
advance for vour understanding and

support for our new project.

Province of Battambang is in the
northwestarn part of the country

bordering Thailand.  About 780,000
people live in twelve districts.  Anlongil
Commune in Sangkas District wheara
the community center for women is o
be constructed consists of nine hamlets
with the population of 14,986, Of 2,796
households, 17% (467) are returnses
fram the refugee camps and 24%
(2427 do not own land, 21% (588) of
households is headed by womean, and
children under 5 account for 12% of
the entire population (Sangkae District
statistics).
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What games do children play?
What are they thinking about?
Thorn Sameth, CYR staffs, talked
with children at the Bengkhyang
Childcare Center in October.

YANG Doun ¢, boy)

There are 11 in his family (mother, six children, three
aunts and grandmother). Father died of TE in 1999,
Three older children attend Bengkhyang Primary
School and Doun and Phonloeu come to the childcare
center. The youngest is one year old. Mother is often
oul working and the two bovs are seen waiting for her
return without eating. They all suffer from rashes,
some purulent, all over the body”. Their nutrition and
hygiene standards are poor,

* This year, many children from Bengkhyang and Prey Ta
Toch Childcare Centers developed skin diseases. CYR
staff took them to a clinic in Phnom Penh saveral times
in August and September.

@ Cchildren, Our Future  No.56 DECEMBER. 2000
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"Children in the neighborhood wouldn't play with me
because they are afraid of catching rash from me., 1
play with brothers at home. But childcare workers and
friends at the childcare center do not aveid me. They
like plaving with me all the time. 1 play games with Pun
and Thay, lootball, building house with wood bloclks,
pushing a cart real fast, T don’t let anybody ride the
cart because it gets heavy. 1 like the childcare center
because 1 can play with friends on a slide or a swing. |
read hools about cars, fishes or birds and play puzzle
inside, too.”

Doun’s Mother (3s)

T must support 11 people. Although T own 7,000m
farmland, I get only 80 basketful of rice at harvest time.
That is not enough for my family. [ use six milk cans of
rice {1.5kg) for one meal, and our harvested rice is
finished in half a yem'*. [ work =o hard every day that I
have very little free time. Sometimes, [ make and sell
sweets and work for others for rice planting to earn
cash. My sister works at a sewing factory and gives me
some of her salary.”

* In Cambodia, people consume lots of rice as a staple
food served with small side dishes. If they cook 1.5kg
of rice for one meal, they need 3kg a day, 90kg a month
or B00 kg per six months,
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PA Vannack (5, girl)

She eannot walk alone because of a defect. She
has been coming to Bengkhyang Childcare Center
every day for the past three years. She has a
younger brother and a younger sister.

"When I am at home, I play house with Alic, my
brother, and Ary, my sister. We play priesis
sometimes, pretending (o offer rice 1o a priest. |
watch Chan playv Lakhon drama. Sometimes, |
play with a doll or a stuffed rabbit. I like Table of
Cambodian Alphabet.

At the childeare center, other kids help me
when we play, but I cannot run with them. T have
never walked since | was a baby, [ play puzzles,
sing songs of “My Dog Arkhee” and " Mother™. [
read Cambaodian alphabet aloud. 1 like the zodiac
puzzle and coloring the picture of Apsaras dancers,

A childeare worker always carries me 1o the
well when we bathe. A friend fetches me a plate
and a spoon at lunchiime,

Every morning, father and brother take me to
the childeare center by bicycle, But 1 cannot go to
school without someone to help me after |
graduate from the childcare center.”
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Childcare Program To Be Managed by Cambodians
Enjoying the Growth
of Each Child

Saeko YAMAGIWA, CYR Director ik M CY RELS
Ms. Sacko YAMAGIWA, a CYR dircetor and childeare A IL it h ¥ & b T T 1;?_ Y 5
e i KLk W I I L ) B A R i R
expert, visited Cambodia in July at CYR's request to see T ":LE Lﬁ il :‘.5 [;: :,f e e l:i j W E‘E J-E
how CYR’s childeare centers are managed by Cambodian h A AR LG o 2 & 4 A
staff of CYK (CYR inCambodian). Following is an excerpt o 3‘ E‘? ir{ ﬁ h 2 # ?L‘; = jﬁ g.zj' o
from her report as she discussed problems. i. = ff Mo R R E LR D L ¥
;g_l}_lﬁ‘r Egbf-u;{,fﬁjﬂk ?E_‘n_gﬁ
- ; : ] oy . (= B T Wi b
The situation in Cambodia is such that grown-ups are s ﬁ I HEH VDT ;?-. #Iu %
preoccupied by their own living and have little time for care N -'E Ji'ﬂ ?é‘ ’;"E‘_ % = "% 1';?_ . E. riii' # E
and education of children. Perhaps childeare workers still g E le % Tt; & oo Jk - @ 3
need someone to think together about their problems and o g 7B I (A L 2 1l
3 4 ratarm at OV T L 2 LE®3aL °@0X ih @ b
concerns. Under the present system at CYK, we must & 1% T oo S A RO A E 3
support the childeare program officer at CYIK while paying ’7‘ [ % e A :t'.‘ A A H T ﬁ MR ;-
respect to the ways of thinking and feeling of Cambodians, E f& (3 H_ c: j} ;E ;E i‘g ﬁ i b T E
For all of the centers, [ would like to suggest that A & % A Wk f'f # 57 i3
people should have a well-defined outlook for future and all = “ WL E oIS % C
the childeare workers should learn the wavs to involve
themselves with children according to their age and to 0@ S H T Y A& i 5 5 & 2 T
improve environmentl even though this may be time- fil I «l*fl» ';:l] .:I: = 'I:l !‘Eﬂ ;f;; 1%‘ .*E‘ ? i jﬂ.} jE %
consuming. Among four, five-year olds, several appeared Lo L wEm R - R S
to be willing to learn letters and characters, Care adapted Zaofah s T+ EEOIEZL " H L
he sl f devel it and willi ss of each child is DM A & F -~ PR PEDD
to the stage of development and willingness of each child is THTWF O WA r o R IE G
v FPEE TR § N
e a chi : RN N S R T AT e i
| :lﬂhen a :I_-u]H helrr_‘nmcla sick, L:‘:K}uul-. the child to a v B A E I lj Eomt b ETAIL
clinic and while waiting for examination, bought sweets P/ L TR Sl | S - RTAd2hone I
i q - A e Fa 3 -
and things for the child. There were vendors at the lE j—‘; ”;FF fr lg"*'._ w3 ‘*5 o % fe 3 ”E‘ \ 1
. . h A O~ A i | 1 8]
entrance of childcare centers selling sweets to children. I T ; H ¢t adE R T h
av be sms: : sted 1 (hoce & 7 by | T o W% 7 s Lo ko
The amount may be small but I wondered if these should z El 4 g J;s i :;:; L ? ﬁ* 2 1’3‘: f[ r% ﬂE\ j;_
be allowed. Ep LA N E CEARS VR
One way to solve the problems faced by Japanese T ¥y Roahd el C Lo b o# oo 8
*hildren may be to look al th fter examining tl i T R - N E
children may be to look at them after examining the A% AP xTRLEARBNTD
problems of Cambodian children. T L CwvwaREET H Y

AAVIREGEEEHRKHLEDS
10BDHKRST - 54 U— ERROEFHE) 3,

Floods Hit Countries along Mekong River Basin
| The CAMBODIA DAILY, local English newspaper, reporied in

October that the worst floods since 1961 have inundated countries
along the Mekong valley and affectad about six million people. This
year's monsoon season started two months earlier than normal and
typhoons have added to the disaster as they dropped heawvy rain
falls on ground already saturated from the sarly floods. Mare than
two million people across Vietnam, Cambedia, Thailand and Laos
were now homeless. The flooding has created a state of emergency
in 14 out of 23 provinces in Cambedia. Embassies and NGOs are
providing relief for victims who face damage on crops. hunger and
epidemics of disease,

In Bengkhyang and Prey Ta Toch, where CYR is carrying on its
activities, water level went up to one's knee and the childcare
centers were closed for a time. As sharp reduction in crops is
expecterd, CYR staffs fear its big impact on meal services at the

AavEREE 196 1ENFEOF B,
SO0RF AL FOBERSREEALE. SEEHE
LU 2MARSERA - A HEEY A O
kB Edi- T b S AICEENELZ o .
kb, AXRYT, F4, FAA—HTH—4A
L RICHRo AR BR200F AL E. AT 23
A S B4R HEERET ICENE. B0
WE, M. SEoBhicd L TEENSEED
FHELE~NGNTLE,

CY REMMROA - F T L TRRSEDSRZY
FTHHY, TlAF o Th20eniiE K. %
FEFE—EF L, EOEELSESC SVIIES
ShmFEIN, BRAKEIREENTS I LN
ZEhTIS,
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TSSO EMSHHEE A trainge sewing a blouse

Ms. Fuki KATO

After finishing the master's course in art of
dyefwaave at Women's College of Fine Arts,
worked as an assistant in the departmeant of
dyeing/weave, Currently, an associate
member of Kokugakai Association. Her works
have been awarded prizes every year since
1996 (Prize for Upcoming Artist in 1998),

I learned 2o much from them. It was a
culture shock. | alwavs use a beaker to
measure water, but they had never
measured water. They had no idea of
how much is once liter of water, no
measurement tools, and no glass bottles.
S0 [ used a PET bottle 1o show how much
one liter of water was. Measuring
something seemed o be a surprise lor
them. I realized that PET bottles are
strewn all over Japan but not so easily

Technical Assistance

for Weaving Project in Cambodia

Teaching N a
Different Culture

For support of the weaving project, two dye/weave experis
(Sept. 4-12) and a dressmaking expert (Oct. 23-29) were sent
to Cambodia. This project was supported by the subsidy from
Asian Women's Fund. They discuss pleasures and difficulties
of teaching skills in a culture different from Japan.

Ms. Kimiko OSABE

Graduated from Science Universily
of Tokyo., Oblained a license for
teaching hand weaving skills.
Teaches weaving privately., Haolds
one person shows every year,

[ was envious because peaple
could use vegetable dyes in a
natural surrounding. They went
out and picked as many leaves
and barks as they wanted for
dves and used water from the
well, When we found there was
no blazer, people built a furnace
with stones and burned woaods,
When [ wanted Lo dry the dyed
thread, they immediately built us
a dryving stand. [ enjoyed
everything.

Ms. Yasuko IWASA

Graduated from Funakoshi
Dressmaking School and [o
Fashion Institute. Holds sewing
classes in Himeji and Kobe, Visited
Mepal four times on behalf of an NGO
fo train women in dressmaking.

In Cambaodia, dresses that stay
on the person and are clean are
acceptable. Thev do not care
about details such as the color of
thread that does not match the
fabric or how sleeves are sewn Lo
the bodice. Since handwork is
mastered by repetition, it takes
time to achieve a tangible result.
Trainees were all  mild-
mannered, smiling and vet
vigorous in learning the skills. |1

available there, I looked for something
that they use in kitchen. T came back a
different person.

For Children of Cambodia

Give 10 Yen

Give for Khmer Give Fund for
for Lunch )

. Alphabet Table Makmg Toys
Jmn CYR’s Fund-ralsmg Campmgn

CYR announced three new fund-raising plans and
ask for support. Please give to childcare activities in
Cambodia by designating the uses. A photo message
aof thanks will be mailed to you from Cambodia.

Encouraged by suggestions from CYR members to
start campaigns for "fund-raising which anyone can join"
and "fund for specific purpose”, we created plans for
these purposes. Flease ask your friends and colleagues
al schools, kindergartens, childcare centers,
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was mosl pleased.

corporations, groups and communities to support these
campaigns.
*Give 10 Yen for Lunch

CYR serves nutritious hot lunch in Cambodian
childcare centers. Lunch for one child costs 10 yen.
*Give for Khmer Alphabet Table

CYR created a colorful table of Cambodian alphabet
so that children can enjoy learning the letters. The table
is very popular and the fund for re-printing is needed.
*Give Fund for Making Toys

CYR carpenters make dolls, wood blocks, wood
puzzles and other toys for children. Reguests for such
handmade toys continue pouring in from other childcare
centers and groups in Cambodia.
Please refer to the enclosed brochure for the details or
place inguiries with CYR Secretariat, Tokyo.
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Why Cambodian Children Are
So Full of Life?

Yuta YASUDA, Tokyo
In May this vear, | took a trip to Cambodia, the country
I had long wanted to visit, belore graduating from
school. I met many children while traveling and also at
CYR childcare centers. They looked more vigorous
and full of life than Japanese children. Why is that?

Ii i true that the life of Cambodian children is full
of limitations such as those in dietary life, play toals
and education because of poverty. This is a major
problem, about which we must continue to think
seriously as living in the north and being responsible,
even though indirectly, for poverty in the south. And
vet, all the children who tried to sell things to me, who
were hegging for money, and who were attending
CYR's childcare centers were so bright and so
powerlul. They were always with their friends,
brothers and sisters. Older children looked after
vounger ones. They share much of the time by talking
and playing with their friends and family, They must
be learning how to relate with others in this way.

Cambodian children had their roles to play. Selling
things and begging for money must be the necessity fur
their and their family's life, That must lead to awareness
and confidence that their existence helps the family.

When viewed from this standpoint, the role of
Japanese children seems quite unnatural. Contrary to
Cambaodians, they simply have too much of evervthing.
I felt that Japan had a lot to learn from countries like
Cambodia, which we call developing countries.
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AR RS — ETEEHBEV

Calendar of E'ge.nts BISTHEMSELECY REESMERICT

12.20(Wed) 6:00pm RORUTHENZ LTz, STELTHEULE
Mass & Mini-concert for CYR at University LET.
of the Sacred Heart's Cathedral in Tokyo Correction: The CYR's new address
&N~ I:.. y reported in the previous newsletter
—HWHREEEASEOEHI— had the following mistake. Please

=i - CANTATE DOMINGD correct it
18P B EAEEE (FRE) e B ey e G 52
R £ {E E = £ Incorrect 106-0051

2.7(BRIEE) s
A Cambodian fair to be held in Morioka s " 4
in February (Details to be announced) | | . IE correct 106-0046
2B ICERXT iE L LVEFR
AVRIFPIIPRBTE GFHERE) T106-0046
HRIIEETRH3-2-20 ARHEIL2F

BRESILET

CYRICEHZ L= 1—2 L5 —DEHICH FLARYIBLMETOSESE

TARIELE, CERCBEEESFT RS . : :

Fap A—ILTERBTT, SR UERERFT LR h— FOEDE
FAX : 03-3796-6399 WhWEETSUETWWEREEST., J@HhaUN
e-mail : cyr@mtb.biglobe.ne.jp E2TEFELRE.

Please write, fax or e-mail your opinions on Notice: Used telephone cards are

CYR's activities and articles in the newsletter. not collected any more by CYR.
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20th Anniversary Events

B ES

[FEBLBIRNE] (1R | _
LectL_Jre Series 9 PHERK 9, LFILAK ' 10 mu:-:._ﬁ
“Children Now”in Tokyo /2 Mrtasunde 30 s Sanse g

93 SEE - BUETHRE ()
=t Photo & Textile Exhibitipn / Sale in Kyoto

a P’
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Mr. Masanori
KOBAYASHI
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— A.Photo Changed My Life

When he staried his career as a
freelance photojournalist  mainly
photographing children, his favorite
subject, he took pictures of ordinary
childran in everyday circumstances.
Howewver, a picture he saw in 1978
prompted him te involve himseli with the
issue of refugees. The picture showed
Palestinian children toying with the
weapons. He was shocked and flew to
Beirut immediately.

"My =ense of values was shuttered
and my life took a 180 degree turn.”

In 1989, he saw a picture of

starvation in Uganda and immediately i

gy, o

flew out from London to Africa. He
entered a contract with United Mations High Sommissioner
for Refugees Office (UNHCR) as a photographer and now
goas every place on tha earth to cover refugees, regional
strite and children.

Since his first encounter with CYR in Khao | Dang
Refugee Camp, he has been sending messages through
photos of lively children in Thailand and Cambodia. His
numerous photos are shown in CYR's 20th Anniversary
Fhoto Exhibition, and on post cards and 2001 Calendars
produced by CYR.

He discusses fears of land mines and children of the
waorld at the primary school where his son atiends. He
believes that he should continue telling children, who are to
bear the next generation. about horrors of the world that
craate rafugess.

Awarded the First Prize of the Yomiur Newspaper [1982) and
selscted as the United Nations Photographer of the Yaar (1994),

“Refugees- Struggles wilhoul end” (1983) “Mother Teresa,
Mather for the world” (1998)
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CYRDEENZZZIE<ZE L\ e Please Join CYR
FLB Membership Fee per vear
=8 Regular member  ¥10,000
e (HE Supporting member (Oraanization! Corporation)
Hihe B (ELD Supporting member (ndividuald
| FEROOER TA=] &SRB, JEECEEL,
| Please send the money to the Tollowing account:
BT Postal Transfor : OEEES PO Acct. Mo.00910-8-36227

Bank Transter : Daiichikangvo Bank Hiroo Branch Savings Acct. Mo, 1280817
POINEREEZ DEEF. BRECUSTAVRIFTOIELESHFFABLIC
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B S @ Sludent member  ¥3,000
¥30,000

HAETL Any amount
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@ CARING FOR YOUNG REFUGEES
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CYR TEL : 03-3796-6377 FAX D 03-3796-6399
E-mail ! cyr@mth.biglobeneip

= hrt— i

http - wwwhiabiglobenejp! CYRS

TA0E-0046H A B E TR I-2-20

Head Office

Maruto Azabu Bldp2FF, 3-2-20, Motoazabu,
Minato-ku. Tokyo 106-0046, Japan

Phnom Penh

Nodd Se432 Sangkat Toul Tompoungll, Khan
Chamkar Mon. Phnom Penh. Camhbodiz

TEL +855-23-210844
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