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CYR Symposium

“Peace-loving Mind in
Children’s Life”

CYR Special Symposium was held on June 27 at Shinsei Kaikan in Shinjuku,
Tokyo. Situations of the children in Japan, Thailand, and Cambodia were
reported and the way to peace through childcare discussed.

Educating Parents and Bringing Up Children by the

Entire Community

I heard about CYR’s activities and
current situation of Japanese children at
a symposium held by CYR. There was
an episode about a Thai child trying to
attract attention of childeare workers, and
T felt kind of relieved to learn that
children look for the same kind of things
from adults in every country.
Meanwhile, [ was asked a question
about Japanese children who are
supposed 1o be privileged in many ways.
[ could not help but doubt if they are
indeed privileged in respect of generosity
of the mind or the way they grow up.
There are so many parents who cannot
take responsibility for raising children
and who lack generosity toward others.

As aresult, some children spend their life

F¥ & - = MAFENo. 51 Sept. 1993
3 Children, Our Future

Tsuneko YAJIMA, Childeare Worker

in extreme misery and bitterness. This
is too big a problem for small children.
Thus, childeare is faced with a difficult
task of “also educating parents™. This
must be an extremely difficult task for a
childeare worker with limited
experience. For example, a couple may
leave their sick child at a childcare center
1o go out and have fun. A parent may
nonchalantly say that “we don't have the
habit of eating breakfast, and it’s OK for
our kid to skip breakfast”, or I hate
holding a child in my arms, and yet my
child persistently wants me to cuddle her,
What am [ to do?" We would try to help
such a mother and offer advice, but it is
getting more and more difficult, T feel

my limited capacity as a childeare worker

in such cases.

Ms. Michiko NOMURA reported
about activities in Cambodia and told
about an older boy who occasionally
comes back to the center, has lunch with
other children, helps to clean up and
plays with small children. One of the
many challenges facing childcare centers
in Japan is “to create a community based
childcare center™. This story about the
boy flashed into my mind as a possible
answer to these challenges. Even though
1 have not met him, T could imagine how
he smiles and how lively he is and I fel
so happy for children in Cambodia as
they are being brought up by people of
the community, with the childcare
centers taking a central role for it

[ feel that [ was given an opportunity
to review my own work as a childeare
worker. 1 wish to keep my eyes not only
on Japanese children but also on the

children worldwide.
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Finding Answers and Ideas by Being Involved

With CYR

Discussion of childcare centers in
Thailand, Cambodia and Japan taught us
how children were in these areas. Since
my visit to Thai and Cambodian villages
served by CYR, people scem to have
deepened their interests in childeare and
are now exposed to stronger influences
and many problems of monetary
economy. Japanese children, |
understand, are losing their balance with
life with their “guick mind and poor self
control”. In both cases, grown-ups scem
to find it hard to caich up with the
changing trends in the society and 1o be
lending children o further risks.

[ was very much impressed by the
discussion of handicapped children, We
were wld about how a Thai child with

Down Syndrome who was denied

admission to the elementary school was
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Chiemi AONQO, Coordinator, Studio 1

attending a childeare center and looking
after small children, and how children at
a childcare center in Japan were enjoying
exchange with those of an institution for
the handicapped. While the environment
and problems faced by handicapped
children differ from country to country,
there are many issues that are common
to all, Children with or without handicap
are both endowed with ability 10 accept
each other and to develop wgether, and
grown-ups should pay particular care to
create an environment for fostering such
ahilities.

[ am working for a group called
Studio [ Life Support Network, The
group was created and being managed
by people with handicaps who wish to
share living with people of the

community. The thinking that the

24 DEEFT

handicapped people should be protected
still prevails in Japan and people tend to
interfere and deprive them of freedom
and auwtonomy, At Studio 1, handicapped
peaple take the initatve to decide what
is needed for self support in the
community and 1o support the members
by digpatching carers and counseling,
While I work there, T often wonder and
worry about my role within the
organization, and 1 find answers and
ideas for solving problems as [ involve
myself in CYR's activities,

I helieve CYR’s posture of always
looking at things from the perspective ol
others and respecting individuals by, for
example, holding a symposium such as
this to listen to different voices and
opinions is essential for carrying out works
which involve people, There were many
men who atiended the symposium and who
voiced their opinions. [ wish that CYR will
continue its good work and offer
opportunities to learn opinions of people

{rom various venues.

At a childcare center in Thailand
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Thai Border Villages
Without Childcare

Centers

—DEC Survey Conducted —

In Aranyaprathet ncar the Cambodian
border, there are more than 100 villages,
both small and large. Because of their
proximity to the border, the military
controls the arca. Many villages
appeared and then disappeared as
Cambaodian refugees’ flowed in and out,

DEC, CYR’s Thai Division, has
served villages in the area by training
childcare workers, teaching them how to
mike toys, and giving nutrition guidance,
In villages without childcare centers or
schools, DEC has offered weekend
recreation activitics for children.

DEC conducted an interview survey
in three villages without childcare centers
last April, in order to learn about what
people thought about children with
inadequate care and childcare centers.
The subjects were administrative staffs
and 20 to 30 parents and guardians from
each village.

Kudhin Village

(Klongnamsai District. Most of 183
households are engaged in rice cultivation)
Number of children: There are an
average of four children per family. The
total number of children aged 010 5 is
61, The annual birth is controlled to be
about 20,

On raising children: People are
concerned about children becoming 1l
and their growth being retarded. Fathers
do not take active roles in rearing
children. The problem with mothers is
that there is no one to look after children
if they went out o work.

On childcare center: Many mothers
want a childcare center because they
would feel secure when they go to work
during the busy or the slack farming
seasons. They would “help together the

FEH =5 DREEN, 51 Sept. 1998
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childeare center if they had one™ and
would like the village head to assist.
They think that children should be at least
twao Lo attend the center. There would be
about 30 children in all, They can pay
about 30 bahts (¥90). They might help
by taking turns in preparing lunch. The
villagers would like to help each other
for building of the center.

Phoonamkliang Village

{Parai District. Most of 409 households
are engaged in vegetable cultivation)
Number of children: One family has
an average of three children and there are
about 150 children aged 0 to 5 in the
village. About 15 are being cared for by
relatives as their parents hoth work.
Living environment: The military
controls the land but allows villagers to
cultivate for [ree of charge. The village
came inlo exisience as immigrants came
during the past 20 years. New arrivals,
about 2() % of the villagers, are not
allowed to use the land and must make
living by working for others.

On raising children: Maothers acquire
knowledge from TV and friends, and are
concerned about sicknesses and
accidents. They say that they are not
confident of their ways of raising children
and do not have knowledge about
nutrition. Mothers look after children at
home until they reach one, and then go
out o work by asking grandmothers and
relatives to look afier children.

On childcare center: Parents who
know about the childeare center in Parai
Village that DEC had supported are
aware of the merits of a center and would
like to have one in the village. A health
volunteer says, “children’s health control
would become easier. The village must

take the initiative to build a childcare
center, and then ask the outside group for
assistance”,

Hansai Village

{Hansai District. Most of 535 households
are engaged in rice cultivation)
Number of children: A family has an
average of two children and there are 144
children aged 0 to 5 in the village. The
childbirth is controlled because of the
burden on life.

On raising children: Many mothers
give hirth at home and raise children in
traditional ways. Time and diet for
weaning differ from family to family.
Maothers are usually concerned about
accidents outside the home, the amount
of food children eat, and the difference
in development compared to other
children. When a child becomes sick,
they go to the village health center or the
county hospital, They would like to
know more about rearing of children,
preventing illnesses and weaning diets.
On childcare center: Elderly people
do not have good impressions aboul
childcare centers, but mothers say that “if
we had a childeare center, children would
lead more orderly life and would be able
to look after themselves.” They can
afford 100 bahts (¥300) a month for
childeare,

EERDENHET
Ar a village without childcare center
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= &= Youths Who Made Charity

9

On July 17, students from
International Volunteer Course of
Japan College of Foreign Languages
{Shinjuku, Tokyo) presented a concert
of ethnic dances and music entitled
“Cambodian Angels' Dream” at
Meguro Public Hall in Tokyo. Students
discuss joys and hardships of their
venture,

What are your feelings now that the
concert is over?

Hasegawa: In spite of everything, it was
a huge success, and 1 am pleased.
Nakata: 1 think that we successfully
conveyed the message “Start with
everyday things”, and we all became
united in carrying out the project.

How did you sell your tickets?
MNakata:
classmates, and freshmen to their high

Sophomores sold to their

school friends and colleagues at their
part-time job places.

Sawada: I visited a nearhy junior high
school and was told that we had o go
through PTA, had to bring our
representative, so on, but it didn’t go
through.

Yamaguchi: I gave a talk about
Cambodia during homeroom class.
Everybody showed undersianding and
most bought tickets. Four or five times,
we posted a total of 10,000 posters in the
neighborhood of the Hall by studying the
map.,

F¥ & 50N, 51 Sept. 1999
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Concert A Success

What were the things you were
pleased with?

Osada: We asked the printer to give us
discount for printing the concert
programs. When we went to pick them
up, the printer said, “We don’t want any
money. Just take them along.” [ was ever
so glad,

Nakata: In January, we went to a big
company 1o ask for donation. They said
they would think it over, and they didn™t
contact us until immediately before the
concert. Thev gave us their merchandise,
which we presented o performers as
gratuities.

Osada: | was standing on the sireet 1o
guide people to the Hall. A person
passing by asked me what [ was doing,
and went back to fetch money and came
o the concert.,

What things did you find difficult in
gaining understanding?

Hasegawa: Many people rejected our
approach saying that they were not
interested. They would not even try.
Even friends from school refused 1o listen
because they were not interested.

You organized a study tour and visited
Cambaodia befora the concart.
Hasegawa: [ suppose the reality must be
very harsh, but we saw only the nice
things and happy children, maybe
because of the little time we had,

Sato: When [ told about our study tour, 1

was asked 1o bring back a musical

AR F RSN EE N,
Artists plaving Cambodian instrurments

instrument for the performance ol the
concert, It was arare instrument and even
in Cambodia, there is just one person who
can play it. CYK helped us to order in
advance and we did bring it back. It was
big (160 cm) and fragile: we had to go
from one seat 1o another on the plane and
couldn't eat our meals properly. Bur Mr.
Wakabayashi, who played it, was very
much pleased because he had wanted it
for more than 20 years. He discussed the
instrument at the concert. [ was so happy
for him.

How was the concert received?
Nakata: According to the questionnaire
survey, Children’s Choir was the most
popular, followed by Hip-hop dance.
Iwahori, an executive commitlee
member, danced with his friend.
Osada: Elderly ladies were astonished.
But my mother thought that was the best.
[ think it kind of symbolized concerts
planned and given by youths,

Nakata: Although the only tangible result
was the questionnaire, 1 think our
message "I will start with what [ can™

reached people.

The executive commities gave the sum of ¥1,132, 000 from the sale of 1,050

tickers and donations at the concert o CYR o be used for children in Cambodia.
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On The Rights of the Child to

Develop

It was at the lealy playground of the
childcare centre. The children looked
eagerly at the leaves, which they brought
to lay on the ground, to compare with
the one that the childcare worker held
high in the air. The leaves in front of the
children had much the same shape as the
one in the woman's hand. *Is yours the
same shape as this one?" She asked the
children pointing at the leaves on the
ground. “The same!, the same.” Among
the swarming cries of reply there was a
voice calling out, “No.” “What's the
difference?” “Mine is worm ealen.”
“What kind of leal is this? ™ “An ordinary
one.” The scene was rom one of the
villages in Cambaodia, a few years ago,
when the childcare worker was
practicing to teach children aiming to
develop their cognitive learning in
shapes, imagined space/direction and in
lateral thinking.

Cambodia, holding still its renewed
memories of civil wars and conflicts, is
one of the poorest states in the world,
The majority of children, who are
nearing the school age in the rural areas,
were born to families of the poor, lacking
food and everything else. 5till, the
primary school enrollment rate in
Cambodia exceeds those of other poor
countries in the region, such as
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal, all of
which have been the subjects of foreign
aid aimed at improving the condition of
education, It is thanks to the concerted
efforts made by the concerned
Cambodians who wished to liguidate
their own bitter history of denied
education. Yet, the problems are
mounting. The government statistics
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reveal the very low enrollment rates of
primary education throughout the rural
areas, added to the high ratio of the
repeaters, which reached a level of 25%
and about 305 of dropouts among [st
to 3rd graders during 1997-98. 1Lis not
only a waste of education costs, both at
national and individual level, but also the
waorst sacrifice on the part of children.
They have been denied the basic right
1o education due 1o poverty. They are
often withdrawn from school because
they contribute to the family’s income.
Or reluctant parents hesitate to send the
young child to a school localed so far
that the child needs to walk several kilo-
metres from their homes,

The government is now sel (o
undergo a review of its rural
development strategy 1o improve its long
term economic and social stability in
collaboration with the international
community. Butl social incquality is
intensified among the rural poor who
send off from the villages the only able
bodied men into the few jobs made
available in urban areas. In the villages
women and children are left behind
insecure and poverty stricken. People
in many villages lack not only food, but
also clean water and have to cope with
diseases of which the underlyving cause
is malnutrition. Furthermore, there are
no public health services to depend on.
An estimated infant mortality rate is 90-
115 per 1000 live births. The rate is
much higher than the regional average
of 42 per 1000 live births.

The government's development
plans for rehabilitation of the country
gives priority to the public health and

Yukie SATO, CYR Director

education sectors with emphasis on
increasing facilities and training capacity.
The Ministry of Education, Youths and
Sports specifically emphasizes the
importance of early childhood care.
MoEYS has established a National Task
force to develop a Master Plan for Early
Childhood Development. The Ministry
of Women and Veteran's Affairs
announced also this March programmes
to develop childeare facilities and training
of personnel to be part of its five year
planning policies as an urgent matter. The
results are awaited.

In Tokyo this past June a symposium
on how children adapt 1o changing
society was organized by CYR. The
highlight was the example of healthy
development of needy children in rural
areas in Thailand and Cambodia, where
an abundance of nature and loving care
of the adult communily were still
available. The reports from Japan when
compared (o these countries portrayed the
surprising scenes of Japanese children no
lenger following a natural course. The
cases of an increased number of parents
who were unable to regard the problems
of their children as their own were also
reported,

Those children were seen drifting
astray in their mental development and
no longer able to reach their full potential.
At the symposium some Japanese
childcare workers admired the strong tie
of families and communities in parts of
Asia. We need to respect in Japan, too,
children’s rights to develop, and tune our
mind's ear to listen to the voices of
children speaking from the heart.

{Translation by the author)
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As an instructor of the weaving class at CYK 3 v @ h o ook R e e
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used marigold flowers and coffee plant leaves.
At Women's College of Fine Arts in Tokyo, [ was
iz

given a lecture on how to mix natural dves, how
to fix dyes, and how natural dyes are being used
in Japan. Practical knowledge, hints and advice
on dyeing that were given to me will be most
useful in improving the quality of our products
in Cambodia. 1 also observed what colors and
patterns are preferred by the Japanese people when
I visited the CYR Exhibit of Fabrics and specialty
shops in Tokyo. [ would like to express my sincere
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thanks to all of you who helped with this visit. 1
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