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another problem. (Photos taken in 1981, Thailand,

by Akiniro Nonaka.)
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The camp life doss not alow produstion work.

Education of children in foreion land poses
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A Passage to Peace
for People in Conflict

HNoNREEReIsMA

Last December, [ was in Phoom Penh and
saw that aid work, which had been halied
due to the political unrest in the country,
had already resumed. High rise hotels
were visible and the city’s economy
appeared to be further improving.
However, as it turned out, the darkness
behind this seemingly prosperous front
was spreading steadily. In the cities
active corporate investments were
increasing prosperity, but life in the raral
area was becoming more desperate.
Farmers, who were in need of cash would
leave their families behind and shift o
the cities where a job could be found,
Those who took on loans to make their
way to cities not only failed to pay back,
but once they could not find a job became

homeless in the streets. A number of

stories were told about men. who
succeeded in finding both a job and a new
partner, abandoned their wives, children
and parents at home,

In one such village where fathers

were missing, we came across a startling
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Yukie SATO
CYR Director
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In the manao-tone camp life, a colourful
and lorg forgotten literal material of
Khmer language captured everyone's
heart.

scene. It was lunchtime at the childcare
centre, A little boy was taking a small
bite on a tiny piece of meat set aside with
rice on his plate, and then he put the
remaining portion into his pocket. He
wanted to share the meat with his mother
and small sisters at home. The appeal
we had issued six months ago titled “We
See the Children Face 1o Face and Build
a Passage Towards Small Peace™ was
inspired by this scene. Tt was motivated
by our desire to continug our ongoing
work promaoting gentleness and Kindness
of children as a way to bring people
closer 1o cach other and promote peace.

Caring for Young Refugees was
established as Cambodian refugees fled
their country. With the support given in
Japan we were able to open childcare
centres in a refugee camp. Especially
those who had survived traumatic
experiences were more content knowing
that they could play in a secure
environment. In the prolonged
unrelenting camp life the Tamilies felt
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insecure and troubled about their
unforeseen future, but many chose to
have children to make up their loss.
Around the childeare centres we buili
workshops where children’s mothers
could weave and fathers and elder
brothers could participate in making play
materials or undertaking any repair work.
The former teachers of Cambodia opened
a new Education Development Centre.
They were the survivors of the atrocities
of the period during which people were
killed only hecause they were teachers,
With our help the teachers produced an
alphabet chart in Khmer language, which
later was treasured by adulis and children
alike. The Education Development
Centre was lively and vibrant through the
sheer presence of children. The teachers,
who were involved with the education
programmes, were always visible at the
Centre. Behind all these scenes everyone
wished to part with the memories of
humiliation, fear and the blood stained

past. The refugees have since returned
home and the former children of the
camp have grown, but now the recurrent
tragic scenes from Balkan have become
Qur current concern.

It was six years ago in a Croatian
town not far {tom Adriatic Sea. The
prisoners of the Serbian force were due
to be released to their Families after
negotiation by an international
organization. On that day, the day was
still and dark; an old lady stood in the
freezing town square waiting. Al a lale
hour the buses arrived and the men
descended down the steps of vehicles,
The face she was searching for did not
appear. On seeing the last figure alight
from the bus her arms trembled violently,
The next moment, the small figure gave
a cry like withdrawing of breath and
crumpled to the ground. People around
her heard the cry that slashed through
their chattering of happy reunion. Then
her small body was carried away,
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Im Pol Pot period, education
meant forced labour. Mo,
poverty in vilagas forces airls
to help ther family rather than

v === atranding school,

Once [ visited a ‘widows village” of
relugees who had fled from Afghanistan,
The women dressed in mourning clothes
talked fast as their fingers hit irritably the
spot an a map of their village sketched
in a notebook. The spot was the eornfield
where their husbands had been taken
from and later roaring bullet sounds were
heard. Inthe same afternoon, a bulldozer
of Soviet army had buried every man in
the village in the comfield. Covering her
face with her hands a woman told the
story as if she was uttering an incantation.
Between the fingers of her hands streams
of tears flew as if they were living. After
while, the woman held her Face up and
said sharply “I want to have more
children so that they could kill the
enemy.”

Whilst I have reflected on people
whom [ have encountered in a number
of countries, now in reality [ follow the
refugee situations reported in statistics.
The figures are meant to contain the
welght of individual life, No matter how
much is talked about peace, we tend to
Justify the arguments under the disguise
of humanitarian actions for which the
flag of humanism is too easily associated,
In the background of refugee influx there
are often people’s desires for
independence or self-autonomy which
challenge the authoritics, Powers in
return try to seal off such movements.
When conflicts involve neighbouring
countries the issues become more
complex as cach country try (o protect
its vested interests in the region. [ wish
that there are ways to transform people’s
desires for power, which many of us store
within, into a dynamic energy to build
peace. | cannot help thinking how great
is the distance where we are from the
scene in the needy village of Cambodia,
where sharing food and nurturing
kindness remain normal behaviour in

life. (Translation by the author)

F £ $ 45 OEE BN, 50 Jun, 1999
Children, Qur Future 4



5

By AT M OE Ao
Hs 2 L H # » 5 5 »
B ¥ oz oHM L LA
S0 - F oAl 3 ET
(i [lal s T (B e
iy RE Y L HERL
D2 LA R
A T A HBRYOD
2 e ¥ ctonze#
R LE2GgmEL * T
sE Vg & T BER
e £ ¢ 'nfNTes
=0 M 2 Sk 3 - EM
88 I | s alsic
0 R S aiEs Rl R
FE B @ marlbits
LE TF mahueE 7
=& Dﬂ;?tiii{ﬂlﬂ‘};

f "B LXK ZET

ZLUARDS
NFEEXD

AVRIPONFRNTEELIE

WETHER H v R T 7Y

VO v RS TESY LV

2 v BoCExH T
Tt O s 1A [ s e L 11
oo iy B EHEY & o
T E D HE LR S E
o B g ¥ Ed T L
GIE L TS S R AR v N B s
G e A L g
BLEELWXT &
ol e EO R E U
= T T
FHT—E,_s;-H'ﬁTr?}%Fﬂ, e
ﬁ'-—-’%[':/zi_'lﬂ 4
S v R
o oS
pEsheY AT D
TijiJiF.L'? I
B iy O i
PoFE L Moo )

HE AT -

JIMEEL Sk

A FSecm | Saere S S S B

£EBBBORFBATLETRE

[ ! e U o - T

s g A TRENE (T o e T R
T‘fﬂ":rf:'hﬁﬂ$$§ﬂ.:i
g E7BBTLEEEE
Ll s S e T
NnE _MEFE BT
Lot b oy Bracd
- e T e
T g OB e R e
oo iR 5 BEF
tEk X R
M ey S EF 5 kA
et H o= @]
A IR B
LM EELRAELTFE X
EoT I g &R -2F
T # k7 Z £ b3 bR
B Fe3D £ T SR E
R E % K - LA G h

The rable contains 33 pictures each of which name begins with a

Consonant,

Learning Alphabets With Pleasure

Cambodian Alphabet Chart Printed

Reiko YOKOTA,

Program coordinator (Cambodia Project)

Khmer alphabets in Cambodian language
consist of 23 main vowels and 33 main
consonants and foot letters. Since these
uniguely shaped characters are also used
with combinations of a vowel, a
consonant andfor a foot letter, it is very
difficult for children to learn the correct
pronunciation and shape of each letier.
According to UNICEEF, the literacy rate
in Cambodia is 79.3% for adult men,
53.4% for women, and the average is
635,3% (“The state of the world's children

1998, The reason for the women's
lower literacy rate is that women from
young age are expected to carry
household chores, and it is usually a girl
who has o give up schooling when a poor
family faces financial difficulties.

CYR printed a new alphabet chart for
village children who have few chances
to learn reading and writing letters. The
new chart is based on the original one that
CYR produced in Thailand 19 years ago
for the children in a refugee camp. The

hrightly colored new chart was drawn by
Reiko MITA, a CYR member who visited
Cambodia last year,

Since we hope that children will enjoy
learning letters, we taught child minders
and mothers at the village child care
centers in Samrong Krom, Beng Khyang,
and others near Phnom Penh how to use
and play with the chart. Our intention is
not to teach letters as abstract forms, but
as a part of daily life which might
contribute to healthy development of
children who will shoulder the future of
the country without enough books and

teaching materials.

(Printing was supported by The Tokyo
Imternational Foundation and Sumitomao Life
|nsurance Company Volunigars)
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Child Minders

Become eachers

—An NGO Receives Training at CYK Child Care Centers —

Michiko NOMURA,
Child Care Program Officer,

CYK (Caring for Young Khmer/CYR in Cambodia)

Distribution by CYK of Cambodian Song
Books to child welfare and education
organizations and groups in Cambodia
started an inguiry from New Humanity
{NH) if CYK would be willing 1o give
NH is apn NGO
based in [taly and has been active in

training in child care.

Cambaodia in the fields of education,
public health and hygiene, and
community development since 1992, In
the field of education, they have given
guidance in literacy education for adults,
constructed a primary school and
coordinated after-school activities lor
primary school pupils.

One problem in primary education in
Cambodia is the high ratio of drop-outs in
the first grade. [t is, for instance, nearly
50% in Kandal Province. The ratio is about

ﬁﬁ_

the same in arcas where NH carries out their
projects. This is due to various complex
causes, one of which may be “children’s
limited experience of group life”. NH noted
child care from this viewpoint

After several discussions, it was
agreed that child care should view life of
pre-school children in a comprehensive
way and should not be regarded as mere
“preparation for school education™, and
a three-week training was offered from
the end of January.

The training participated by a total of
five trainces including child minders and
staff focused on experience to be gained
by spending two weeks together with
children and child minders at CYK's two
child care centers in Beng Khyang
Village, CYK stalt members discussed

-—-___HH

“definition of child care™ and “health of
. CYK child minders taught
how to make things out of flowers and

children™

paper, to play traditional games, to read
poems and stories, to sing songs, and to
play games.

Trainees told that “it was a good start
for understanding child care”, *1 would
like 1o work hard 1o give better child
", and CYK staffs indicated that "1t
was a good opportunily o re-examing our

care’

work™ and “T would be pleased o be of
help to other groups if so requested”.
NH's child care for two hours a day
was slarted in mid-April in Ampoeu Prey
Village near Beng Khyang., They are
serving two hundred children in mornings
and afternoons. CYK agreed 1o continue

exchange with them.

7 BITITHO—M ~FECOCEEABENI~
I\H Recommended Reading -~ To understand children Y |
"“nh___‘__h—_— __.__Pd_f_,

[¥Y~. U&EJ'C‘Q‘%’:@E%&:':'CHJ
#:rwﬁ% ikt 1985 4F 1350

“Mama, Hitoride Surunowo Tetsudatiene
— (Mum, Help Me Do it by Myself)”
Atsuko SAGARA; Kodansha, Tokyo 1985
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Empowerment for Children

— Lecture on CAP “Thinking About Situation Japanese Children Are Faced With"—
(Jan. 28, 1999 at Meguro Public Hall, Tokyo, sponsored by CYR.)

Hiroaki MASUDA
(CYR Member)

“CAP (Child Assault Prevention)™, a
program lor preventing assault to
children, was started in USA 1o decrease
damage by giving children proper
knowledge for self protection and to
empower them by focusing on their inner
strength™. Lecturer, Ms. Yuki ANDO,
Representative of “Group CAP”, formed
the group in Japan in 1991 while being
invalved in prevention of sexual assaults,

When one hears of assault or abuse,
one tends to think of physical violence
such as “hitting or kicking”. Although |
had considered myself “incapable of
assault”, T learned that a word or a glance
of mine could very well turn into mental
or sexual assault. Unless one was very,
very careful, anyone is quite likely o
commil assault.

Children who have been victimized
are often unable to talk of their
experience to anyone, Because they are
afraid to cause trouhble to their family or
because of their sense of guilt and
uneasiness about their future when the
fact becomes known, they try to adapt
themselves to adults in thinking that
“such a thing has never happened”. How
much do adults know of their
psychology?

CAP empowers children by

F & & fz 5 ODEIENo. 50 Jun. 1599
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Ms. Yuki Ando, Bepresentative of Group CaAP

encouraging and teaching them how 1o
protect themselves from adulis. At the
lecture, a sketch was presented to
demaonstrate how to ask friends to join
in saying “no” firmly and how to resist
the assaulting person hy emitling a
special cry and asking for help. These
were the means for children to counteract
adulis.

“Crisis counscling™ is given to
children who have been victimized,
Counseling works better if given earlier.
Questions to imply that children are o
blame in anyway such as why did you or
did vou not do this or that should never
be asked. Comments such as “thank you
for telling me this™ and “vou got away!
Well done. You had courage!” should

be offered instead. This was a helpful
hint for dealing with children in any
circumstances at home or school — not
o notice negative facts only —.

I work at an institution where so-
called mentally handicapped people
attend. Children and clients of my
institution have one thing in common;
they are placed in “socially weak
positions”. One of the problems faced
by mentally handicapped people is verbal
and physical infringements of human
richts. I found that many issues
discussed at the lecture were the same as
those at my work and I felt as if [ was
attending a professional study course. |
learned about their feelings and pains,
and hope that I would be able 1o
understand children and clients of my

institution better in future.
——--..__1_ W -I 1
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A skerch was presented to show children
hiow 1o protect themsehees,
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It is 19 years since CYR started.

We have been working with children of Refugee Camps in Thailand and Thai and Cambodian villages,
and with resettlers in Japan from Viet Mam, Laos, and Cambodia.
r We shall see and hear how people who have been invelved in CYR activities in various ways
live and think “now” as they have been encouraged by the inherent power of growing children.

Mr. Fukuda Supports CYR Bazaar With Pottery He Makes

Pottery Made With Loving Care

[ think it was quite a while ago that I read
about CYR bazaar in newspaper. 1 and
my wife took items we did not need to
CYR Office which was at that time
located inside Sacred Heart Women's
University campus in Hiroo, Tokyo,

As T continued my visits, [ began to
feel that it was not kind enough to give
only the things we did not need, and
decided 1o give something T made myself,
[ started making pottery about 15 years
ago because [ love foods and things
associated with foods, Twice a month, I
visit the workshop to make cups and
bowls for CYR's spring and autumn
bazaars, particularly after [ started using
a wheel. But I have never been to the
bazaar myself. Iam afraid of seeing my
cups and bowls being left unsold!

Bridging CYR and Lion by Social
Service

Lion Corporation for which [ work for
started donations to CYR since two years
ago. The company offered its products for
the last year's bagaars,

[ have been in charge of social services
at the company for about a decade. Japan
Federation of Economic Organizations;
KEIDANREN started *1% Club™ for its
member corporations o donate at least 15
of their recurrent profits to social services
in 1990, and Lion has been a member of
the Club since then.

There are two kinds of social services
by corporations; one is by the corporation
and the other is assistance Lo ils
employees’ volunteer work. Lion’s
principal service is “Oral Hygiene

Tatsuji FUKUDA

Activities”, which was started in 1919,
About 100 dental nurses wvisit
kindergartens and schools all over Tapan
to give guidance on how Lo brush teeth
properly to more than [OU(KK) people a
year. My department is in charge of
donations and support of employees’
volunteer services. Donations are for
facilities for the handicapped and
refugees and volunteer groups which
support such people.

Support for Volunteer Activities
Initiated by Employees

Although we have no formal system to
support employees’ volunteer activities
yet, our employees asked the company
for support at the time of Hanshin Great
Earthquake five years ago. They were
given S-day leaves of absence, round trip
fares to and from Kobe, and free board
at the company’s dormitory in Osaka.
Seventy six people went to Kobe for a
total of 184 days. Many worked as a
volunteer for the first time in their life.
All were deeply moved emotinnally by
their experience. They said nobndy had
ever thanked them so much in their life
as people in Kobe did. It was a great
experience,

These employees then organized
themselves through  intranet to
circulate information, sponsor unigque
events, give training in sign language,
colleet and classify foreign coins for
donation. Currently, the membership
increased o more than 200, which is
5% of Lion's total work force (about
4,000). T think the ratio of volunteers
in the general population in Japan is

& &= B OEFHNo. 50 Jun. 1595
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also about this size.

Although my department has up 1o
now organized volunteer activities, we now
have a project management commillee
comprising of six volunteers for carrying
out various projects. Thave a plan which
I would like to implement: to invite
children of nursing homes (o sce lireworks
on Sumida River from our building, It
commands a magnificent view.

As liftle as 3% of Japanese people are
now participating in volunieer work
today. [ suppose it takes time to nurture
the spirit of volunteerism in Japan since
its history is so short. Both business
circles and mass media should try harder
to convey about volunteer activities.
Written by the editor based on interview

SHMPUDRZ T P IERE—LIT
SERDTEE,

Mir, Fukuda helping with supper at *Doai
Home" after wirk.




Latest Developments

Asian Bazaar for Fabric Lovers

CYR and Kamakura Zona Zona-Club jointly
sponsored Asian Bazaar at Yamanouchi Public
Hall in Kamakura on March 25. CYK's Weaving
Center had sent natural dyed, silk cushion covers
and Ikat blouses specially for the occasion.
Kamakura Zona Zona-Club members who love
fabrics, accessories and wares of Asia joined CYR
to exhibit items from their collections.

In spite of early spring intermittent rain, many
people who had learned of the event through news
media visited the colorful exhibition. Fabric
lovers were séen Lo examine and enjoy the lexture,
weaving techniques and color combinations of
items on display.

Bazaar's record sale was partly helped by the
sale of Thai fabric. Kamakura Zona Zona-Club
members donated a portion of their proceeds 1o
CYR. CYR intends to use the money for
management of its Weaving Center in Cambodia,
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CYRDBHETTHESIEESLY  Please Join CYR

FEY  Membership Fee per year

[EZS Regular member  ¥10,000 %223 Swdent member

HEISE (HHE) Supporting member (Organization/Corporation)

BEh=8 EAD Supponing member (Individual) FEE L
TEDDOEIZ (A& STHEOETER< =D,
Please send the money o the following account;

ENfEEY OEES 00110-8-35227

Postal Transfer: PO Accr. No.00110-8-36227

it FWRETERZE @ 1280817

Bank Transfer: Daiichikangyo Bank Hiroo Branch Savings Acct. Moo 128081
MUHEEREZTIDRR HRIIG AV RYPOHREE SIS M ALY
CEELSETREITMBEER, 1980 EICHBEnE LIz, 190925574
TORER+ I TETFE S — 2B TEEL . BiEE S & hm sy
FORAT. FEELSFRPHIE DI LOTESBR I USb&ELT.
FIHOEER=RLIC, FEEEANENEELLERERTTLET,

¥ 3,000
¥30,000

ARy amount

7

ER00M EHIZERIEE0 ¥200 (iscluded in member (ze)

@ wieass

HREEE T152-0034 BEREHEE&SNE1-18-20
®03-3724-7525 FAX 03-3717-3313
e-mail: cyri@mib.higlobhe.ne jp

Head Office
Aranyaprathet

:1-18-20, Midorigaoka, Meguro-ku, Tokyo 15240034, Japan

238 Khang Wat Luang, Aranyaprathet, Srakeaw 27120,
Thailand ‘T +63-37-231-344

(M098 5432 Sangkat Toul Tumpoung 11, Khan Chamkar Mon,
Fhnom Penh, Cambodia T8 +855-23-210849

Phmom Penh
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