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This Is What I Think—

Mr. OK Vichey and Mrs. PHON Sourn, Cambodian Resettlers in Japan

T

iz, (1984 FiF)

EEEOEBBHEDLN. EF 14=ABERE e LT THEDDROBEEEES

Vichey was assigned to supervise the guod_s sent as aids &t the refugee camp
because of his strong sense of justice. (1984)

Thank you for always caring about
us. Please do not worry anymore
because we are all OK.

All the things that you are doing are
fine.

According to my thinking, we must
think of life first before a book or a
song. If our life gets better, we may
start wanting to read books. If life gets
beter, everybody will feel secure and
want to do all kind of things.

This is what I think.

Thank you very much for your
warries.

Good-bye,,.,

OK Vichey

In January, we visited Mr. and Mrs.
OK Vichey in Gumma Pref. The couple
came Lo Japan in 1985 as refugees. They
discussed what to write, Mrs. PHON
Sourn wrote the draft, and their junior

=+ ¢ £ - 5 METE No.49 Mar.19%9
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high school daughter made a clean copy.
We Are Pleased, But Not Really

*“Was there anvihing improper in the
letter?”, Mrs. PHON Sourn asked
anxiously. She said she was very happy
to receive the book of Cambodian songs,
She remembered the songs with fondness
and sang some. She was “pleased, but
not really”. Her daughter and son who
grew up in Japan and are now attending
junior high school showed no interests
in the book. At home, the couple speak
in Khmer with cach other and w children.
BEut children answer in Japanese. “They
won't learn Khmer even if | taught
them”. She wrote the letter to tell such
things. “1 hope you would look at the
life of Cambodians living in Japan more
closely™.

“Naturally, T would be very happy if
my children spoke Khmer”, says Mr.

CYR sent to 200 Cambodian families
who have resettled in Japan pictura
books of Cambodian songs
published by CYR last October,
hoping that they would also enjoy the
book (the project funded by Japan
Times Readers’ Refugees Aid Fund).
About 10 days later, CYR Office
received a letter which read;

Vichey. But they are not interested now.
They love Japancse songs and books.
There will he a time when they want 1o
learn more about their country. At such
times, they will find and buy books in
Khmer by themselves, so Mr. OK Vichey
believes.

Recently many ourists visit Cambaodia,
and there may be more Japanese people
wishing to learn about Cambodia than
Camhbodians living in Japan, they say.
They gave Khmer phrase books to their
acquaintances, who pick up phrases and
talk 1o them in Khmer.

“We would like books about
Cambodia written for Japanese people.
Children who grew up in Japan would
be able to read them.™

Think About Life First

Another reason for writing the letler was
because they thought *it was wasteful”.
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There would be very few Cambodian
resettlers who would donate money for
Cambadia just by receiving the book.
¥100 spent for sending the book would
have been spent more usefully in
Cambodia, since it would buy three
meals for somebody hungry.

Mr. OK Vichey has always been
thinking of the ways to help Cambodians
and to bring peace to Cambodia. His
conclusion was o oller people work,
With the moncy the couple had saved
working during these 10 years since they
arrived in Japan, he bought a plot of land
in Poi Pet near the Thai border about 4
years ago, hired people to clear the barren
land and created fields.

Mr. OK Vichey severely criticizes
foreign aids. “It 1s meaningless to build
schools now™ and “it is meaningless to
give land cleared of land mines to people
for free”.

“What would you do if you are
hungry even if there is a school. You
would look for foods.™ If the parents had
work and could feed children '_wull, then
they would send children o school, Al
such times, people would want school.
But when they are hungry, they nced
work first, All the parents would buy
boaks Tor children, if they had enough

maoney. This was the reason why he
wrote, “We think of life first” in their
letter,

“Cambodians today do not know
what to do when they are given the land
cleared of land mines. What they need
first is money and skill”, Vichey talked
about his own experience, Last year, he
bought land in Kandal Province where
his uncle lives. It was a piece of barren
land unused by villagers. He thought
villagers were lazy because they own
land which they do not cultivate and lived
in poverly. But the villagers worked hard
with their own tools from early morning
when he offered daily wages, People
without money to buy food for tomormow
would not work in the field because they
would have 1o wait several months before
they got cash,

At Japanese Nursery School

We asked them some questions about life
in Japan as they carnestly talked of
“doing business and doing well Tor
Cambodia™,

Their two children went to a nursery
school, Fees were small, and they
learned many things including how to

sing and draw. For Mrs, Sourn whao

arrived in Japan only a few years
previously, it was a good place to make
friends of the same generation and Lo
learn Japanese. Their third child could
not attend the nursery school, because
mother was jobless. “How do they
expect me to find work if they will not
look after my child?" She asked her
acquaintance, found a job and has applied
for a place in the nursery school for the
next year,

When they had arrived [irst, the
Japanese government helped them,
neighbors gave them clothes and told
them about stores selling cheaper things.
They were shocked by the cold weather.
When they rode bicycle, the only means
of transportation, they found the wind so
strong that they could not go ahead.
CYR’s newspaper gave them particularly
usetul hints on procedures at government
offices. They are “now OK, because
friends and neighbors help them™,

Mr. OK Vichey wants to achieve
peace in Cambodia by offering people
jobs through his business. CYR wishes
children of Cambodia to build peaceful
tomorrow by child care they offer. The
couple taught us that the important thing
was “to look at people’s life carefully”
if we wanted to help them in any way,
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When he visited his field in Poi Pet last September, he saw his first say flowers.
As he hias had no experience in agriculiure, he is trying o ook for an expert

saho would open up the road to future”,
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Cyclo News

Michiko NOMURA,

Phnom Penh

Child Care Program Officer, CYK
January 13, 1999 $1 = 3,750 riels
Mango Flowers in Bloom

As grown-ups are busy cutling rice and
removing husks, children at child care
centers are crazy about bamboo stilts.
CYK staff brought the sample back for
“children of Cambodia™ from a nursery
school in Japan. There are lots of
bamboo in Cambodia. CYK's proud
“artisan team” found thin and strong
bamboo sticks that are just the right size
for children’s feet, and found out the right

size for the step and a good way 1o fix

%L, lcEhxTHEATI
“Plesse hold me from the front®

F £ 45 0EH No.49 Mar.1998
T Childran, Cur Future

STHE I0cm < S E OTRICDSFE.,
Mow some use bamboo stits with the step a3 high as 30em.

the step to the pole for bare footed
children.

Six year old navghty Chan Thorn
who was aboul to enter primary school
last October was the first to master the
skill. Soon followed others. How they
concentrated! One child was on the stick
all day long except during lunch and nap.
“Here T am on my feet!™, “two steps!™,
“five steps!!”. They tightly catch the
bamboo stick with their toes. Even when
hlisters develop between the toes, they
don’t stop. They use a banana leaf or a
torn vinyl film to wrap the woes and a
rubber band 1o secure the leal,

Grown-ups helped first, but soon
children were giving orders about the way
they were being helped. “Please hold me
from the front”, “Mo, no. Just hold one
stick. Don't hold both!™, “Let ga! Now!!",
Girown-ups are so dumb that they don't
know how o be helpful. “OK, T'll do it
myself” Yes, vou do that. They climb the
stilts stepping from the wop of the well side,
the bench or the fence of flower bed. They
ask friend to support as they stand on thair

feet, and then start walking as the friend
let o of hand with a shout.

There was a child who could stand,
take one step, but not the second step. |
watched her every day as she tried for
two days, three days, a week, and two
weeks! She would not give up.... “I
could walk it just now, but you were not

L1}

watching me!”, And after three weeks,
there she was walking so proudly.
Another child mastered in 30 minutes.
Cinly afier 10 minutes, he could stand
on his feet for a moment, and during the
next 1 minutes, he walked two steps,
three steps, ... After 30 minutes. the child

was walking expertly.

Now some children use one with the
step as high as 30 cm, dance, walk
hackward, or kick a ball. Another one
walks to and from home on the bamboo
sticklers. Small ones hold one stick in
one hand, and climb up and down the
step ol the other stick. Oh, vou will soon
be able to walk on them, by the time
mango becomes ripe and smells sweet

on the tree.
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It is 19 years since CYR started.

We have been working with children of Refugee Camps in Thailand and Thai and Cambodian villages,
and with resettlers in Japan from Viet Nam, Laos, and Cambodia.
We shall see and hear how people who have been involved in CYR activities in various ways
live and think "now" as they have been encouraged by the inherent power of growing children.

A Work Which Involves Me With People

Mikiko KUBO

After graduation from university, Mikiko
KUBO (28) worked part time to look
after children after school hours, and
then attended a vocational school to
study welfare. Since her participation
in CYR's short term study program in
Thailand, she has been regularly
invalved in CYR's activities. In 1995,
she started working at a workshop for
handicapped people in Tokyo.

1 Wish to Keep Ties With These

People Somehow Somewhere

Al school, 1 studied aboul “children”™
because T wanted to become a primary
school teacher. My professor told me about
CYR and I came to be interested in children
of Thailand and Cambedia. 1joined CYR's
study tour in 1994 and met children who
were vigorously and happily running
around the village and villagers who were
5o nice to us even though 1 eould hardly
communicate with them. We learned that
Ms. Changphong, a child minder in Parai
Village, wanled to study child care. Asl
wanted 1o keep close ties with these people,
I thought seriously about what I could do,
and concluded that I should start with what
I could do. Thus, T started 1o help with
CYR’s activities such as helping with
charity bazaar and cooking Thai curry.

Child Care Training in Japan
With donations from people in various
fields, some of the participants in CYR

F ¥ & - =MEEH No.49 Mar.1999
Children, Qur Future
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Outing with the workshop members
study programs joined together to help Ms,
Chanphong undergo training in child care
in Japan. As my work place was close to
where she was staying, [ volunteered 1o
help her with her life in Japan. Actually,
all I did was 1o cook and cat meals and
listen to music together. Holding a
Japanese-Thai dictionary in one hand, |
asked questions like “1s it delicious?”,
“Are you tired?”, and “What did you do
today?".
hours with her.

Adier going back 1o Thailand. she sent

Basically, I just spent some

letters to tell us about how she was making
use of what she had studied in Japan and
how children were doing in Thailand.
People who read her letters say that
something in these leters make them reflect
about their own life. I, her contemporary,
was inspired and encouraged as I learned
how Ms, Chanphong was developing
rapidly in her work with her feet sieadily
on the ground.

All | Can Do is to Stay with Them
and Do Whatever 1 Can Do
Presently I work at a workshop for people
with “acquired handicaps™... people
with hemiplegia or aphasia afier attacks
of cerebral apoplexy. They commute
everyday by getting on buses and trains
spending as much as two, three Lmes
more time and energy as healthy people
din

Most say they lost what they had
established, their confidence, and their
bond with other people when they suddenly
became physically disabled at the prime
of their life. Still, they come to the
workshop with strong desires such as *'1
want 1o work again”, “T want 1o regain my
confidence and find something to live for”,
People often say that "everything is a
challenge for me".

What could T do for these determined
people — nothing. All [ can dao is to stay
with them and do what | can do.
Recently, I came to think that T should
be glad if [ could keep doing what 1 can
by cooperating with others and achieve
sood consequences, if any.

1 used to want to become a teacher for
children, but T now have this work and
work with “adulis™. Even though the way
[ am involved with people may be different
from what Tused o want, Tam still working
for people by being involved with people
all of whom are important beings, whether
they are adults or children.
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NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION STATUS FOR CYR

Enactment of the Law for Promotion of Nonprofit

Activities last year was prompted by the activities of

volunteers who worked for victims of Hanshin Great
Earthquake in 1995, The law aims to promote the
activities of citizens’ groups such as NPOs and NGOs
by giving them corporate status and to establish them
as judicial persons in the third sector. The law enables
citizen’s group o acquire corporate status by procedure
which is much more simple compared with acquiring
that of a public corporation such as a foundation or a
corporate judicial person.

The major problem of tax deduction for donations
will be reviewed in two years. With the revision taking
effect, contributors will be able 1o claim income lax
deductions for part of their donations.

CYR has continued its activities for children, first
in Thai refugee camps and then in villages in Thailand
and Cambodia since it was formed as a volunteer group

Harumi SEKIGUCH]I, Tokyo Head Office

in 1980, With Japanese and foreign stafl members
working in offices overseas as well as in Tokyo, our
annual budget based on membership fees and subsidies
from the government and non-government groups is
in the order of 70 million yen. For a group represented
by an individual, it has become increasingly difficult
to manage such a large amount of money with
responsibility. We owe it to the society to be accountable
and responsible for the management of the group.

In order to further enhance our overseas activities
on continuous basis, we are making preparations Lo
apply for corporate status and hope that the members
will find it worth their while to participate in our
activities.

We will keep you informed of further developments
including the date for general meeting to establish a
judicial person. We thank you for your continued

support and assistance,
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wﬂrds of Chlldren

This is a naw column starting in this
issue, Have you ever been encouraged
by the word a child muttered? Please

tell us about your experience by card or
fax.
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“Carrot Seat”

One evening 1 was riding Keio line
during the rush hour. Mext 1o me sat a
mother and a boy who looked about
three. The door opened and people
rushed into the train. A person trying 1o
sitin the narrow space between me and
the boy found it indeed too small and
gave up. The train was full of tired
people who were desperately trying to

find seat for themselves. The boy said,
“mummy, a carrol would have been able

1o sit here”. The air around us instantly

became softenad. [ had not realized until
that day the seats on Keio trains were
orange colored,
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Latest Developments
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Would You Send Us Post Cards That
You Wrote but Never Sent?

—Any kind of prepaid cards such as
telephone cards with designs are welcome.

January 8th issue of Yomiuri Shimbun
reported about CYR as one of the NGOs that
collect post cards that were written but never
sent. The cards are exchanged by the post
office for new ones or postage stamps for 5
ven each and vused for communication
purposes. As it was the time for exchanging
New Year's Cards, a total of 24 people and
companies sent us such cards just the next
day. One sent us those laid aside for 10 years.
At the end of January, more than ten thousand
cards from about 300 people and companies
arrived!! We were pleasantly surprised 1o
learn that so many people were willing 1o
help others. This 15 just one casy way 1o
support NGO groups. Please do tell your
friends and acquaintances about this.
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CYRDEEEZESESLY  Please Join CYR

Fo=%®  Memhbership Fee per year

F&E5  Begolar member 10,000 ZE£EE Swdent member % 3,000

HEES (! Supporing member (Organization/Corporation) 30,000

mEiES (EA) Supporting member (Individual) BT L Any amounl
THOOEL. TAs] &ETHED ET#HSC0E L,
Pleaze send the money 1o the following account;

BERESE OfE#FS 00110-8-36227

Postal Transfer; PO Acct. Mo 001 10-8-36227

E17iEY E-HEHTEESRE L@ 1280817

Bank Transfer: Daiichikangyo Bank Hiroo Branch Savings Acct. Mo, 1220817
MUMREEEZ DD BRICG S AV RYPOFEELS I ADL
CEESDoTEROMFE=N, 1880 EC8E8sha L, 1882 85TS
TOREF+ 7 TERE S BEL TS L ILBEd s hemy
FOBENT. FEulefMEeCE ol ADTESBHF I UELELT.
FITHEOEFHEDOII, FEELatERBELCERERITTOET,

ARE200 M (R RESWIIEG:) ¥ 200 dncludsd in member (osh
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CYE

WEHER T152.0034 HEHRBRESNE1-18-20

W 03-3724-7525 FAX 03-3717-3313
e-mail cyr@mib.biglobe.nejp

Head (ffice 1-18-20, Midorigaoka, Meguroku, Tokyo 152-0034, Japan
Aranvaprathet 3-8 Khang Wat Luang, Aranyvaprathet, Srakeaw 27120,
Thailand T +66-37-231-544

Mo 88 5L432 Sanpkat Toul Tumpoung IT, Ehan Chamkar Mon,
Phoom Penh, Cambodia 8 +855-23-T20840

Fhoom Penb
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