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Support Never to Make
Children Refugees Agam

—Having listened to CYR overseas staff in Tokyo, July, 21, 1998_

Takako FUKATSU

CYR Director/ Montessori Teacher

It was really a long time since T attended
a CYR meeting last time. 1 listened 1o
reports while finding it great to have
many young people there on a Sunday
morning.

[ was surprised first by Thai and
Cambodian fathers 1aking positive roles
in bringing up children. Typical examples
are CYR staffs Phoonsawad and
Bunthoeun, We also saw fathers working
zealously tackling toy-making, carpentry
and learning about child rearing. 1t is
quite different from Japan where child
care is totally left to mothers!! What an
affluent and natural life children are
leading there as they spend their days with
both parents instead of just mothers,
especially during infancy when their
character is shaped.
view, I newly realized how deprived
Japanese children are.

The next thing which impressed me

F ¥ H - B0 H No.AT Sep.1938
Children, Qur Future

From this point of

BaaTERNERERLBENTSRE

The author, asking a question at the

was Bunthoeun. He reported his
activities quite modestly, but 1 learned
later what he had gone through in his Tife.
His parents were killed by Pol Pot
suldiers in [ront of him when he was only
15, he fled Cambodia and managed o
reach Khao T Dang Camp where he
encountered CYR. He returned to his
He

must be Teeling more strongly than

country in 1992 and joined CYR.

anyone else that involvement with
children is the surest way 1o bring peace
to Cambodia,
with a man like him. Ivis like finding a

We must cherish meetings

diamond in the sand,

I was rather disappointed at hearing
so little about children and their growth.
CYR certainly has obligations to report
how much they spent on which activity,
but what I would have liked o know
most was how our support is helping

children grow well physically and

mesting

mentally. Yes, children are smiling as
they watch picture books, picture card
shows and apron theater. But CYR was
to offer support “never o make them
refugees again™ and to tuen them into
peace-loving adults, what we should do
next is o help their self-reliance.

We would help them to reach the
stage where they can think and judge
things by themselves without aduli
auidance. Instead of reporting on what
we did, 1 feel reports on what children
can do now will help us realize that our
donations are really being useful lor
helping them to become independent. 1
am writing this article as an adult who
wishes for a bright and hopeful future For
children in arder to support them to
continue shouldering a new nation and
for CYR. Let us keep thinking about
berter environment for children of

LOMorrow,
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ANMUAL MEETING AND NEW DIRECTORS

The 18th Annual Meeting was held on June 21 at
Shinsei Kaikan, Tokyo attended by 25 in person and
192 by proxy. Director Reiko MATSUOKA assumed
the chair, and 1997 reports and 1998 plans on business
and accounting were proposed and approved. (For
details, please read the Annual Report). Mr,
Yoshichika YANAI who had been the director since
1982 resigned and three new directors were appointed,

Mrs. Sachiko OHI: Has worked as a volunteer lor
CYR translating newsletters and annual reports,
Hopes to assist CYR by improving efficiency of office

work and expanding activites,

Ms. Takako FUKATSU: Felt the need for peace
education in childhood during her stay in the House
of Hope at Khao 1 Dung Camp. and became a
Montessori teacher. Is involved in Child Assault
Prevention Program and improving cross-cultural

communication.

Rev. Hiroaki TAKAHASHI: Vice-abbot of Shokouin
Temple of Kouyasan Shingonshu Sect and is engaged
in telephone counseling and networking as a
permanent secretary of Buddhist Information Center.,
“Let's make it a group for which people will gather
and work spontaneously and offer their services

whenever they can.”
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What We Felt and What
We Left in Japan

—Visit by CYR Overseas Staff —

The staff fram Thailand and Cambodia
visited Japan to attend the Annual
Meeting in June and to give reparts in
various places.

Koi

or Sivika PRAKOBSANTISUKH (who
wis the head of Bangkok Office) talked
about the village life and CYR activities
in Thailand, By showing video on
mabile child care in a village and giving
demonstrations of “The song we forget”
and "Pirate Ship”, she introduced
activities aboul which words and photos

cannol convey fully,

Lek

or Phoonsawad SOMBOONPHONG
{who gives trainings in making teaching
materials in Thailand) introduced the
village life by showing slides of himself
gelting up at five in the morning and
harvesting string beans before going 1o
work. He also discussed about training
of child minders to make up for
inadequacies in the system and making
teaching materials with parents’
participation to make up for lack of
budgets at child care centers, A woman
in Akita commented that the life is
similar to that of Japan 30 years ago, but
Thais are luckier because of warm
climate and Thailand will soon hecome
a developed country like Japan.

A question was asked about a photo

of a village mother reading 1o children,
“Can Thai mothers read™ Many seemed
surprised to hear Koi answer that “most
people can read because primary
cducation is compulsory”, General
impressions aboul SE Asia seem 10 he
that the area is a group ol developing
countrics which mean lower lteracy rate,
Thaose participated in report meetings
hopefully Tearned many things about
Thailand, which is certainly not just
another developing country.

Thai staffs stayed [or three dayvs with
Rev. Hiroaki TAKAHASHI, a newly
appointed director of CYR. Lek will
come back for a manth-long training in
child care in mid-September sponsored
by “Support Activities for Child Care in
SE Asia™

PROM

Bunthoeun (in charge of child care
program in Cambodia) talked about his
personal expericnce of losing his family
and becoming a refugee because of the
civil war. He said that many adults share
similar experiences and cannot trust each
other, but that he would like o teach
children through child care that self and
others are both important existence and
to appeal for peace.

Through his visil 1o Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum, he learned that Tapan
has also suffered from the war and fel
that the two countries could understand

[l FEEs LD,
i FRES

Playing a Thai game “Firate Ship” with
participants {Takyo),

cach other better becavse of the commuon
expericnee, Bul a young person in
Okayama surprised him with a very frank
remark that “having experienced no war,
| cannot feel that i is the reality. T was
shocked 1o hear the wartime stories of
Cambodia™.

In Nagoya, ayus Tokai invited them
to their second Asian Party where
Cambaodian soup, Cambodian language
lessons and dance performances were
offered. Bunthoeun was pleasantly
surprised when a primary school pupil
thanked for the poster Tor Cambodian
language lessons in Cambodian, “Okun
Chraun, | will treasure it".

Audiences at report meetings were
mostly women perhaps because majority
of CYR members are women,
Bunthoeun was impressed by the fact tha
Japanese women took keen interests in
politics and foreign alTairs, and the
initiative to hold and attend meetings. In
addition 1o report meelings, Bunthoeun
visited child care centers and a primary
schoaol and had chances of playing with
children. He was impressed by hig
dillerences between Cambuodia and Tapan
with so many teaching materials and

Liry s,

Wi thank all of you who generously
supported report meetings in various
argas and hope that the mectings offered
opportunitics of learning about Thailand
and Cambodia.
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It is 18 years since CYR started.

We have been working with children of Refugee Camps in Thailand and Thai and Cambedian villages,
and with resettlers in Japan from Viet Nam, Laos, and Cambaodia.
We shall see and hear how people who have been involved in CYR activities in various ways
live and think "now" as they have been encouraged by the inherent power of growing children.

By The Way NGO Does It

Sivika PRAKOBSANTISUKH (Koi)
joined CYR Bangkok Office in 1987.
For four years from 1994 to her
resignation in July, 1998, she has
worked for Thai villages as the head
of DEC (CYR's Thai Divisian).

What prompted you to work
for CYR?

I started working as a parl-timer while
studying for a master’s degree at a
university by introduction of my [riend’s
mother. Frankly, | was more interesied in
my studies and had litle knowledge abow
Cambodian refugees, but 1 had lots of time
and thought the job would he a good
experence lor me and my Enalish. [came
to really understand CYR only after many
years. In three vears, [ finished my thesis

and starled working for CYR full time,

What were your reactions
when you visited the refugee
camp near the border?

[ was very much impressed. [ remember
writing down what Tthought in @ note book
when I came home. Tt was the firgt time
that 1 learned such things were happening
in my country. People in the camp
absolutely had no freedom in making
choices. [ felt so depressed when |
wondered why such small children had 1o
lead a life like that. And yet T visited the
camp often 1o see what was happening

there.

Sivika PRAKOBSANTISUKH

Did you learn anything from
the Japanese staff?

CY R was my first job and Tlearned many
things including how to carry out work,
In the beginning, | worked as a sceretary
te Ms. Sekiguchi (current Head of the
Secretariat), and she let me atlend
meetings on her behalf. T learned how
o work as a member of an NGO — not
doing what one 15 told as in a government
agency, bul taking the initiative in
planning and implementing. Although
the Japanese are said 1o prefer cconomy
first and Toremost and put their company
before everything clse, [ began o
understand gradually that they and we
had the same heart and worked for the

SAME PUrpose.

What about activities in
villages which you
started in 19507

We conducted investigations
in villages near the camp and
started supporting local child
care centers. The most
difficull thing was 1o win
understanding of villagers. It
wis necessary o lell about our
ohjective in an easy-to-
understand way. There were
many things that 1 enjoyed
doing. For instance, I was
always thinking of new things
and carrying them out. 1 ook
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WIHEREET
At a village child care cemer

up “mobile child care™ when we visited a
smiall village and saw how children enjoyved
story telling with pictures. Being a small
organization, we could consult and
implement any new idea instantly and
walch the reaction, 1t was really great!

What is your hope for the
future of CYR?

People used to ask why we were not doing
anything for more destitute people like
these in Africa instead of only in Thailand
and Cambaodia, 1 think that work like this
cannot be stopped once it was started. Tt
should continue until people in the
community understand about child care
lully and begin acting on their own, CYR
has a definite objective of “working for

children™, and [ hope it will continue to

pursue i,
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Camp for Book

Lovers

Mobile Library Program Coodinator, DEC

DEC (CYR in Thailand) has been
loaning library boxes containing about
100 books per box to primary schools
in Aranyaprathet. Village children are
highly motivated for acquiring
knowledge and learning, even though
they do not have sufficient books or
teaching materials. Children’s Camp
offers opportunities to find out the joy
of reading books and acquiring habits
of reading.

February 27

From 17 primary schools, 53 fourth 1o
sixth graders came to Klongyang
Primary School with their teachers.
Children were trying their hest to hecome
{riends with people whom they met for
the first time.

Teachers and villagers helped 1o set
up the site by putting up electric lamps
in the school room and a make-shilt
bathing place. Mothers prepared meals
and village police watched the place for
two nights and three days.

We first plaved “Guess the Title™. As
a portion of the book which children have
read from the library boxes was read
aloud, groups competed to guess the title
of the story. Some guessed it correctly
even before reading was finished. For
the past yvear, children seem to have read
books widely.

February 28

Children arose early the next morning
and started on Rally Walk with box
lunches. Using a map, children found

trees with signs and answered quizzes.
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Nitinun KANPROM

FHOHFOEE S0, HFOR(CBEEOL.
Childrer painting a picture an the schoal wall with
the permission from school.

Resource persons were posted at four
bases. They were the experls ol science,
fine arts, nature conservation and
literature,

At the base of science, children
learned how the human body was made
up and answered questions. Al the base
ol Tine arts, there were two problems,
Cne was to draw a picture entitled “Salf”
and another was 1o create something
using materials which they could find
there. At the base of nature conservation,
they listened to the story of trees and
made up poems about nature,

At the base of literature, they were
told how to become a writer. Experience
and imagination were crucial. They
closed their eves, listened 1o the
surrounding noises and wrote a short
story. Children’s stories used simple
words, frank observations and thinking.

March |
Each group made up a book on what they
thought at the camp. They used leaves,

flower petals, paints, color papers, etc.
1o make up beautiful books containing
pictures, poems, short stories and letiers.
Children expressed their impressions of

the 3-day camp in various ways.

From the “Book of Star Group”
[ went to Children’s Camp, We did a
lot of things. Cin the first day. Tcouldn’t
do what we planned. On the second day,
we boys awoke at three although we
were supposed 1o rise at 5:300 We went
to four places during the Bally Walk and
all the places were great fun. We
prepared for the program of the camp
fire. On the last day, T did not like
parting with friends. A staff said “we

® 8 ® ® o8 % % & B & B B B 8 w 8 ® & = @

meel, and then part”.

The camp closed with greetings from
the Head of Primary Education. Children
received gifts of pencils and note books
from supporting corporations and said
rood byes 1o friends they met only two
days ago.
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themselves tremendously, %
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The 4th CYR Summer Camp was held on August | R ‘?{J ?i Al ; i & i 2
: : o 4 T Ay W A6 A 7L X z
and 2 in Akagi. Gunma Prefecture. A total of 56 ;{7- g R G - T oA j
- . . : - R L A HE A g, —
including primary school children from 11 families s I} = ?'r 2 k% H "\[‘ D{
of Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam, Japanese students Fhas e Ii l,;\ T R %jl
i - e e ome o
and volunteers participated. Outdoor cooking 2ox A F “F [ ﬁ i n
: : ; : Y o osE B o
session was held with help from mothers representing g ,Ir [ 5: hofE B % =S
various countries Lo prepare fried noodles, balsam I ||‘ li'L" 1% }i__ % i ¥ b
pear soup, Yietnamese spring rolls, pork miso soup, :!' il e L :.f=
; ¥ r H & LI o
etc. Wearing costumes, people sang and danced h o R P 7 M 3 %
- 2 R = -,
around the camp fire, both young and old enjoying & s A Sl -

FeWFIFAP-TOHUZR
Dance around the camp fire
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