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Mai SASAKI
Program Coordinator (Thai Project)

Do you know a folk tale called “The
Turnip™? There was a big turnip in an
old man’s field which he couldn’t pull
put. His wifie was called, his grandchild
was called, a dog, a cat and even a rat
were called in o help and linally they
pulled the turnip out. This Russian tale
is known all over the world.

The story is presented using an apron
and dolls. As shown in the photo. an
apron is spread and used as a stage....that
is why it is called the Apron Theater. Cut
of the pocket come a big turnip which
spreads into a big one, and six dolls.
Although I do not recollect seeing it as a
child, I am told that this is a regular game
in Japanese kindergartens and nursery
schools and children love it

In January, this year [ visited
Muangphai Child Care Center which is
supported by DEC in Aranyaprathet
District, and saw the Apron Theater being
presented. Children would cheer and say

F £+ 5MEH No.46 Jun 1998
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face fastener,

“Ah-Oop™ to help dolls pull the wrnip
out of the apron worn by a child minder.
“Here, it goes!”, and a big turnip jumps
out of the apron pocket. Children cheer
in gleeful laughter.

Hand-made Apron Theater

Apron Theater was hand-made by the
exccutive committee of the Child Care
Support Activities. The aprons were
donated by manufacturers, 20 sets of
dolls were made by two volunteer groups
in a month, and the wire work lor
spreading the turnip by a processing
plant.

Five executive committee members
visited DEC in November last year and
delivered the sets to 16 child care centers
in Aranyaprathet. Ms. Yoko TABEL a
committee member and nursery school
teacher in Kita City. taught how 1o
manipulate the dolls at the monthly

[FE, PaEE<DEFETHCN] Ay v M EEUE
LizAfs®:, ¥wos—J0I0MICE8m2Y,
“Srandzhild, help me pull out the turnip” The doll is takan
out of the pocket and attached to the apron by face-1o-

“Support Activities for Child Care in SE Asia” are being carried out
jointly by International and Cultural Affairs Section of City of Kita
(Tokyo), local volunteers and CYR. The activities started April, 1996
included the training given to DEC (CYR in Thailand) Thai staff at
nursery schools (trainess: Poot in 1996, Prisana in 1987) and gifts
of used picture books with translations and a used car for mobile
library. One of the activities for 1997 is discussed.

training seminar for child minders of the
District. Since they already knew the
story, it took them only a little while to
master the technique. The commitice
gave the text books in Thai and produced
a video showing Kita City's teachers
showing how to manipulate the dolls for
the benefit of child minders who want 1o
practice on their own.

Treasure in the Child Care
Center!?

Several days after the training, a child
minder at Muangphai Center challenged
presentation of the apron theater.
Regretiably, children did not know what
she was trying to do. Two or three-year
olds must have failed 1o understand the
concept of an apron being a stage. Being
unused, the child minder could not

present it as well as she could have.
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“In

Twice a week, Pinket
She says,

Khomthaa, a child minder at
Mongyaplong Village,
presents the story of “The
beginning, it was something
strange that they had never

in a picture book”

Turnip™.
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{Fhoto; Yoshko ODAWARA)

At Sakurads MNursery School, Kita |

AEHEREET GRE

the characters try to pull out the turnip, act like pulling it

seen before, and quite
surprising. Children did not
show much interests. But as |
repeated the story two or three
times, children came to enjoy
it. They would cheer up when

Bl
[

BURENTT, FLT, BEFELLLETY -

and fall laughing all over. When the story is over, they
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| eome running to me and try to touch the characters and the
turnip. They couldn’t handle them in a picture book.”
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In Thai villages, nobody uses aprons
and children did not know what it was
for. There was indeed a hint of
apprehension that the apron theater with
pretry dolls might remain a treasure in
cellophane wrap on the shell at the child
care center.

However, there was no need for

apprehension. When I visited the center

in January this year, two months after the

" — .- - ’ el N
ABEUEILED TR
(e BT

previous visit, [ knew it was a success.
Children were immersed in the world of
the folk tale encouraging characters to
pull out the hig turnip. During the free
play session, a few children were seen
playing the story of the big turnip.
Although they could not read yet, they
knew which was the book of turnip, took
it out and were playing the story just like
the child minders would do.

£ M5 2mASEAMS] S,

Dolls were made by “kodamanoka” and “tsutsuncfusennokar,

(Photo; Yoshiko ODAWARA)

X

MAELTOBALDS, Sk (P V) EER)

TFOVYTH

(Kud Hin Village)

“Whatever is she doing™™ (Muangphai Child Care Center)
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—FEHETEMEEP=A (D FELHD
hs. Tabal giving Apron Theater performance

Cultural Exchange Based on Thai
Folk Tale

In the training session in February, the
child minders who did not attend the
previous session were taught how o use
Apron Theater and they exchanged
information. Those at the villages with
scanty play materials were trying hard
to utilize the toy maximally.

For 1998 Support Activities, Lek who
is in charge of producing teaching
materials at DEC will receive training in
Kita City. Through their common
interests in child care, the distance
between people engaged in child care in
Japan and Thailand will diminish and
hopefully deepen their understanding of
each other’s culture and senses of value.
I do hope that we can produce Apron
Theater based on a folk tale of Thailand
and present it to children both at Kita City

and Aranyaprathet.
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Born in Cambodia

[ was born in 1962 to a farmer in
Battambang, All my life, I have been
fighting for life. My life is the history of
the civil war in Cambodia which cavszed
nothing but suffering to every person in
the country. My parents and six brothers
and sisters were brutally killed by knives
and clubs in the forest during the
notorious Pol Pot Regime. [ myself was
almaost killed, but T fled into the woods
leaving my fate in Providence.

I went to many places in the country.
In 1984, I fled to a refugee camp at the
Thai border. [ got married and had two
children, but my wife left me and went
back to Cambodia taking one child with
her. That was the time when T started
working for CYR Preschool Center in
Khao I Dang Camp. T worked there for
a year and eight months from the end of
1940.

Bunna, the Cry Baby

When I started working for the
Preschool Center, [ only had vague
ideas about CYR's objectives and
ideologies. I did not think much about

small children in the camp.

My boy Bunna, kepl crying, asking
for his mother, and since [ did not know
what to do with him, I put him in the
Preschool Center. Bunna regained his
normal sell’ and made new friends. Up
to that time, I had never observed how a
child could change overnight. 1 was so
happy for him, and for the first ime 1
began taking interests in education of
children with problems.

I also studied the development of
children. In 1992, I returned to
Cambodia to work at the CYR's branch
{CYK) in Phnom Penh. [ have since then
remarried and have a family of five now,
This is the happiest time of my life.

Children Who Need Aid

CYK stafl work together with child
minders of child care centers in various
arcas Lo support their activities. At the
four centers supported by CYK near
Phnom Penh, children enjoy themselves
tremendously. Child minders understand
very well that children learn through
play, and they do not try o adapt children
to suit their conveniences. Parents are
beginning to show interests in the centers

PRUM Bunthoeun

Child Care Program Coordinator,

CYK (Caring for Young Khmer/
CYR in Cambodia)

o LED (L e R RERD @/FIER
B Flaying game (Prey Ta Toch Child Care Centar
& Masanari KO2AYASHI

and take time to talk with child minders.
The minders sometimes visit children’s
homes.

In rural areas, there are only a few
number of child care centers and very
few toys. [ once visited a child care
center in Kompong Chrang Province
with a stall worker of the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports. There was
no building, just a blackboard under a
tree and three long logs to serve as
benches. The time was short and
activities were not interesting, sa
children did not come. Child minders
told me how limited their material and
mental resources were. | must tell you
people in Japan that tens of thousands of
children siill need your help and support
badly in many places in my country,
especially since our governmenl 1s 50 poor

Above anything else, T would like w
continue doing my best for the care of
Cambodia’s small children by hecoming
friends with all of you in Japan through
CYR and cooperating with various
groups and government organizations.
I firmly believe that when these children
are grown up, they will become adulis
who care about other people, thanks (o
CYK's successful activities.
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Tt is 18 years since CYR started.

We have been working with children of Refugee Camps in Thailand and Thai and Cambodian villages,
and with resettlers in Japan from Viet Nam, Laos, and Cambodia.
We shall see and hear how people who have been involved in CYR activities in various ways
live and think “now" as they have been encouraged by the inherent power of growing children.

Having Resettled in Canada, the Country of Multi-culture

Mr. VYutha BAO (39) fled from Cambodia
to Khao | Dang Refugee Camp in
Thailand in 1979, and since 1981 worked
for about three years at CYR's Preschool
Center. He met Sakorn SAM at the
Gamp, resettled in Canada in 1984,
married her two years later when she
came to Canada via the United States
where she want in 1984. Now they have
two sons, Justin (10) and Tany (8), who
attend the elementary school.

New Life in Canada

It was 3 o'clock in the afternoon when [
and nine Cambodian families arrived in
Vancouver Airport. [ remember well the
crisp air which [ experienced for the first
time. Both the Government and people
made me feel so welcome. 1 felt happy
that I was being greeted and treated s0
nicely. Because we came to Canada
under the government’s sponsorship, we

received financial support from the

government for a year before we got a job,

/I8 NEE

ME+£ 7T (198248)
t the Refuges Camp {1982)

Vutha BAO

Because | did not have adequate
professional experiences or skills, it ook
me a year and half to get a job. When I
finally got a job, 1 felt confident with
mysell. The wonderful thing was that T
could go and work anywhere in Canada
and when I had no job or was laid off, 1
was entitled to receive unemployment

insurance.

Meaningful Experience at Refugee
Camp

My expericnce at CYR's Preschool
Center became useful when 1 started
raising children of my own in Canada. 1
deal with them by remembering what I
had learned at the camp. | consider
myself quite Tucky that an inexperienced
young person like me had the opportunity
to work at the Preschool Center in the
camp.

What was meaningful for me was not
the stay at the refugee camp with poor
conditions in terms of environment,
health, nutrition and economic
conditions, but 1 had my job at
the Preschool Center and
gradually responsibility was
given to me even though T had no
confidence with older people
around me. I finally managed o

treat children with confidence.

Education of My Children

When my sons get home from

school, T speak to them in Khmer. They
immediately respond in English.
Although [ sometimes wish that my
children would talk to me in my mother
tongue Khmer, it is difficult. It is because
they were born in this county and receive
their education in Enghsh. [ want my
two children to continue studying until
they graduate from university and start
working so that they will become citizens
who would contribute to the society.

I am concerned about violence on TV
and their effects on children. They could
probably affect their mind adversely,
which could lead them to resort to
violence. 1 take special care as a parent
to let my children watch suitable

programs without any violence.

Khmer Culture and Tradition

In Canada, people have come from all
over the world bringing their cultures,
languages, job skills. expertise and
resources. Many refugees have recently
been granted permanent residence. This
is the reason why Canada with its multi-
cultural society is so unigue.

[ participate in community activitics
of Cambodians in order to pass on the
Khmer culture and tradition to the next
generation. [ think 1 am really blessed
and lucky to be able to live 1n a
democratic and peaceful country like
Canada where | have the freedom to
speech, assembly. worship and press.
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Children, Our Futura



Orne Saturday morning in March, three
high school students from Shizuoka
visited CYR Office in Tokyo. They were
Hiroshi MATSUMOTO (a senior
student) and his juniors, Miho
HIGUCHI and Yasuko WATAMABE.
They came all the way to deliver the
donation of more than 200,000 yen
they collected for the use by CYR for
children. Following is conversation
between them and Tomoko NOZAWA,
a CYR stafi.

Thank you so much for the
donation. Could you tell me about
your activities?

I first learned about CYR when T was in
the second grade at my high school.
During the summer holiday, [ atended
Create Global Persons Seminar held by
the Prefectural Board of Education and
visited CYR office. Tn October, 1996 five
of us who attended the seminar got
together and decided to start a club to
support CYR in Shizuoka.

We named the club Demekin Club
and its headquarter is in Fuji City. At
the beginning, we concentrated on
collecting donations, but gradually we
started community activities by
organizing exchange meetings with
foreign people and children and visiting
old people’s homes. For our monthly
meeting, we organized an event where
we had opportunities of experiencing
difficulties of being a physically
handicapped person by wearing eye
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9@ Demekin Club,
A Volunteer Group for Global Exchange
—Interview with Hiroshi MATSUMOTO—

masks and going about on wheel chair.
We also learned to take summary notes
on behalf of people with hearing
difficulties.

You have a unigue name. Are your
activities different from
extracurricular activities in your
school?

The reason we chose the name Demekin
{which means pop-cved gold fish) is
because we would like to have eyes with
which to see things from a global point
of view,

Activities of Demekin Club are not
limited to high schools. We have four
branches in Shizuoka and about 60
members including workers, middle
school students and primary school
children. The other day a wonderful
thing happened; a primary school pupil
who must use wheel chair to go to places
read about our club in a local newspaper
and joined us. | was so impressed and

felt that our efforts had been rewarded.
How did you raise your money?

We collected money by asking passers-
by in front of stations at Fuji, Numazu,
Mishima and Hamamatsu., We did this
seven times so far. With the advice from
the Volunteer Center, we obtained an
official permit from the local police
station for activities on the street so that
people will trust us even if we are high
school students. As we did this for a
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number of times, we distributed question
& answer sheets just in case some
interested people asked us about our
activities and we always wore our school
uniforms. That seemed (o give better
impressions. During the cold weather,
we would put on conspicuous parka
jackets in order Lo attract attention of
passers-hy,

In the beginning, [ was anxious il we
were doing the right thing and if the
number of members was enough to run
the club. There is my favorite phrase “1
can do it [ ean do it Sure, I ean doil”
As we continued our activities about
which we were not so confident, we
thought that by continuing something, we
achieved something for Demekin Club

and this would lead to further progress.

You are going to graduate from
high school this April, are you not?

Yes, Twill attend a university in Kyoto
in April. Yasuko WATANABE will take
the position of the next president,
Demekin Club made various plans (reely
an our own, learned about welfare with
fun while strengthening the bond among
members, [ think our club became bigeer
because casual voluntecrs who
participated in an event staved on and
became members, T hope more people
will get to know about CYR and about
Demekin Club and extend these
interesting and vigorous activitics further
ahead, If possible, T will try 10 estahlish
a branch in Kyoto,




Latest Developments

"Hanamatsuri Concert”
“Hanamatsuri Concert; TAKEHISA Genzo and Spring
Banquet” was held on April 8 at Hyakkannon
Meijidera Buddhist Temple in Nakano-ku, Tokyo
under the joint sponsorship of Meijidera and CYR and
with assistance from the chief priest, Rev. Eio
KUSANO, Mr. Genzo TAKEHISA, harpsichordist,
and Ms. Erika MAEDA and Mr. Hiroaki
TAKAHASHI, CYR members. The concert was to
benefit children in Thailand and Cambodia, It was
the fourth concert.

More than 150 people attended the concert, sat on
the floor and chairs in the main hall of the temple, and
listened to fortepiano, the old type piano, soprano and
violin.

The concert began with fortepiano performance
by Mr. Takehisa interspersed with his talks, Rev.
Fukamizu, the representative of CYR, told the
audience that was a Catholic priest and shook hands
with Rev. Kusano as the audience clapped, cheering
them.

It was a rainy cold day, but big cherry trees were
lit up in the temple compound (o ghlight the spring
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