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Classroom of the 2nd grade in Tekeponhor Primary School
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Primarv Education in Cambodia

CHEAM Kosal

Administrator, CYK(Caring for Young Khmer/ CYR in Cambodia)

Cheam Kosal has been working for CYK since April,1996.
She reports on the Cambodian educational system and situation
through her experience as a teacher and as a CYK staff.

here are about one thousand

T pupils in Tekeponhor Primary
School,

Village, Dangkor District, Phnom

Penh City. Schooling in Cambodia is

Samrong Krom

for 6 years. A school day normally has
two shifts, from 7 am. and from 1 pm,
from Monday to Saturday, with
Thursdays off. Pupils go to school
wearing school uniform, blue skirt and
white blouse for girls, and blue pants
and white shirt for boys. They go on
foot by carrying small bags with pens,
pencils, notebooks, slates and chalk.,
Pupils are given assessment once every
month, semester and wvear. The
assessment is always done on subjects
studied in classes such as reading and
writing Khmer, and
caleulation, easy poems, drawing,
penmanship, dictation, etec.

numbers

Primary School
Pupils Repeat Grade

Marie is a ten-year-old girl and
in the second grade in Tekeponhor
Primary School. She is the graduate
from the child care center in the village
which CYK supports. This month she
goes to school in the morning. She
studies very well. She is always the

2EEDTY— (102
tarie, 2nd grade (10 years old)

number one, two or three among 63
pupils in the class. Marie repeated the
first grade and she was seven when she
started school. That is why she is still
in the second grade although she is ten
years old.

[n Cambodia repeating grades
for pupils at primary school is normal
and often happens. The reasons are that
pupils do not have enough time o
study at home and at school, teachers
are not able to add overtime teaching
to pupils who need extra help, most of
the parents are so0 busy with earning
income to support the family that they
do not have time to control or check
how their children study at school.

The other point is the ratio of

children attending school is very low
in some places, In Kandal Province,
for example, only 30.7% of 19,981 six
year old children attend school. In
Phnom Penh City, 78.6% of 19,547
children attend school, which is the
highest in the country. As for children
who drop out of school, it is 2.45% for
the first grade pupils in Kandal
Province, (Data from the Ministry of
Education, Youth, and Sports, 1996-
97y, In Cambadia it is very difficult
for parents with many children to send
all their children to school, because
children are often needed for work
such as looking after cattle or younger
children, or working in the fields.

Teachers with Side Jobs

Yim Pha is 43 and married. She
works for Kampuchabot
School in Phnom Penh. She teaches
in the morning this month “Working
with children in the first grade is
enjoyable, but T keep worrying about
making living”, she said. Actually it
is very important for Cambodian
teachers to earn extra income in
addition to their public service salary
of about 520 per month. For Yim Pha
with four children, she needs to spend

Primary




htarie at the child care center
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Mg ¥im Pha selling snacks at the school with her daughter

Chaam Kosal at Samrong Krom Child Care Centar

at least $150 per month.

It is obvious 10 zee that most
teachers lack abilities to concentrate
their occupational attention on matters
associated with teaching. Because of
“the low living condition” , they cannot
think of something o improve the
quality of primary education. ¥im Pha
also has a side job of selling snacks a1
the school taking turns with her
daughter who is studying at the same
school,  “Even though the salary is
very small, 1 still keep working for
children. My husband who has retired
from primary school teaching job is
currently helping to earn income for
family by driving motorbike for hire
and my children help me with my
small business, too.”

My Experience as a Teacher
and an Exchange Student

After the end of the Pol Pot
Regime, I became a primary school
teacher in 1980 by attending one and a
half month teacher training course,
(Mow it is one year course). At that
time, teachers were in great demand.

Children were very different in ages
after the Pol Pot Regime. Some 10-12
years old children just started the first
orade at primary school. In the first
year, [ taught the second grade at Tlok
Chrov Primary School in Kampong
Cham Province where I used 1o attend,
and then the fourth grade for four
years. Al that time schooling was for
four yvears in primary school.

After five vears of teaching in
primary school, I moved to Phnom
Penh to study Russian language at
University of Phnom Penh for four
years to become a secondary school
teacher. 1 still remember the year I
was in Russia for study of Russian
language from 1987 1o 1988, Most
Russian people were well educated and
they understood very well about the
importance of primary education for
their children. Even though they were
busy, still they could arrange some
time to spend for their children such as
taking them to the park or helping them
at home with problems they did not
understand at school,

In Cambodia, mhny parents
concentrate on carning income to
support the family rather than on

what their children need for their
development. This is the major problem
for improving the primary education in
Cambodia.

What is Needed Now
in Cambodia

Through my experience as a
teacher so far, I believe that teaching
is an interesting job for myself and
useful for the society. Teachers are
very important force for developing
human resources, which is the key for
development of Cambodia. Teachers
should be gualified and sympathetic for
education. In addition, teachers should
have their standard of living improved.

Because of the civil war which
lasted for more than 20 years, today's
primary education lacks many things;
buildings, teachers and teaching
methodology. We are faced today with
a lot of works such as building more
schools and improving teachers'
qualification, although it takes a long
time. In order to do this, it is needed 10
train teachers and to improve the

quality of education.
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Reverberating Heart and Life

It is 17 years since CYR started.

We have been working with children of Refugee Camps in Thailand and Thai and Cambodian villages,
and with resettlers in Japan from Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia.
We shall see and hear how people who have been involved in CYR activities in various ways
* live and think "now" as they have been encouraged by the inherent power of growing children.

Having Resettled in Japan

Ms. Him Norm (42) fled from
the battlefield in Cambodia in
1979 to Thailand, met and
married Mr. Pen Pai who was
irom the same region in tha
Refugees Camp in Thailand.
They have four children barn
in the Camp. Their three
children used to attend CYR's
Pre-school Center where their
father was working as a
guard. She had participated
in the weaving class offered
by the Center. The family resettled in
Japan in 1987 and now live in
Kanagawa Prefecture Public Housing
Apartment in Sagamihara, Kanagawa.
She is the fourth of eight children. Her
father and siblings from whom she was
separated during the period of forced
labor by the Pal Pot Regime now live
in Prey Veng Province, her home.,

——What were your reactions
when you arrived in Japan for the
first time?

It was about 9 a'clock at night when
our bus from Narita Air Port arrived at
Yamato Resettlement Promotion Center.,
As there were six more families from
Cambodia, we were not 50 uneasy. At
the Center, we received the Japanese
language lessons and guidance on
Japanese way of life. We had lived in
the Center for cight months until my
husband got a job.

—You must have had a hard
time living in Japan where things

HimNorm

EESv »T7OEFRF— {1085 F)
Pre-school Centar in Refuges Camp {1985)

are so different.

Japanese language is so hard and
difficult. There are so many things that
are difficult unless you know the
language, like how to do the Alien
Registration and how to write papers to
give to the health center. QOur eldest
daughter, Sokon, has mastered Japanese
early and I ask her to do everything,

My family is fine. Butl have
ringing in the ear and vertigo abour five
years ago. | did not understand doctors
and nurses, even though Sokon helped
me. [ was so worried, T would not have
known what to do if [ didn't ger well.
Children were still small.

The hardest time was when my
husband had to quit work because of
depression. He had no work for 18
months. Even though we were paid
unemployment insurance for six

months, we had used up all our savings

during that 18 months. [ used
1o talk over things with him ar
night, and [ couldn't sleep
thinking about this and that.
Now he works for a company
that our neighbor
recommended him to.

‘You are very friendly
with your neighbors in
the Housing.

I know them well. |
greet them regularlyv, Our next door
neighbor is particularly kind 1o us as my
husband works for the same company.
Our youngest daughter, Sochom, aonce
ran high fever because of cold. Our
neighbaor took her to the hospital by his
car. We were so relieved.

——You speak Khmer (cambodian
language) at home.

We speak both Khmer and
Japanese, Our son, Sophat, understands
Khmer but cannot speak it. He does not
like Cambodian cooking, Children speak
Tapanese better, but I don't want them to
forget Khmer, Three younger children
study Khmer on Sundays,

Last vear, all of us were granted
the permanent residence. Japan is safe
and children can attend schools and study
regularly. I am glad that we have
resettled in Japan. All T want now is for
the children to graduate from high school
and become independent. [ must
continue working hard until then.
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Helping 28 children to

take shower is one of

her daily activities
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Interview with a Child Minder

Daily Jobs and Training of DEC

mterviewer: P00t BUTRATANA, DEC

(Development and Education for Children/CYR in Thailand)

Ms Tapiantong Tongrak (age 29) has
been working at Beekrim Child Care
Center, Aranyaprathet District, Srakaew

Province since 1989.

daily jobs and training of DEC.

Problems for Child Minders

After finishing compulsory
education (f vears), she had stayed at
home helping her family with farming,
She went to Bangkok when she was 20
to work in a sewing factory, but came
back after two years, the life in Bangkok
was not financially as good as she had
expected. At that time, her sister who
was a child minder was on leave for
delivering a baby and asked her to
replace the job for a month, After that,
she started to work at Beekrim Child
Care Cenler with her sister. “For
myself, 1 think it is not so difficult and T
love children” , she says. She is very
fond of her work because she can watch
children grow. She says that she is very
happy when she sees children change
little by little through the activities she
provides.,

The most difficult part is to win
understanding of parents for the
activities of the child care center. The
children now coming to child care
centers are aged between one and a half
and three. (Pre-schools for children
aged four and five were started in
primary schools of Thailand since
1995.) Generally, almost all Thai
parents want child care centers to each
the alphabets, or how to read and write,

She was
interviewed of what she thinks about her

FEIVR R MG ER
E—7 ULy EIET

Ms Taplantong Tongrak at
Beakrim Child Care Cantar

She does not know how to explain that
J-year-old children are too young to
learn the alphabets and that play
activities of the child care center help
children to prepare for higher education.
She has other problems such as that; she
15 &0 busy everyday that she does not
have time to prepare for new activities
or make new play materials for children,
that some activities are not suitable for
vounger children, and also that there are
not enough play tools.

Training To Support
Daily Activities

Tapiantong used to receive the
training given by the government about
once a year. Now she attends the training
sessions three or four times a year
including those given by DEC. She also
often joins the monthly training at the
Child Care Information and Service
Center in DEC Office. The topics she is
now most interested in are “making
play things" for children and “child
development” , During the interview,
she repeated that she wanted 10 “learn
She had no other
The

knowledge and information she learned

new things™.
opportunities for training.

through the training seems to support her

daily activities in the child care center.

For example, in the training on child
development, she learned about the
process of children's development at
each age, about what they can do and
what interests them during the respective
stage.
able to think what to do far children in
her child care center by herself based on
those knowledge.

She says, she is becoming 1o be

Wi Sﬂng Gf Frog ¥

The most practical topic in the
training sessions s songs and stories,
because they have only to memorise and
sing or tell them to children. After the
latest training, she taught the children to
sing “Song of Frog” with action.
“Children observe frogs more carefully
than us, and then changed the action by
themselves to one more similar to real
frogs!”

As for the training offered by
DEC, she says that "DEC's staff are
very friendly and make us feel
comfortable and relax. As they have the
office at Aranyaprathet, not in Bangkok,
I can ask them questions after training
when they visit us.”

“1 would like to learn more
activitics that [ can carry out in my child

care center . she said eagerly.
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LECTURE BY MR. YUKIO IMAGAWA

Kazumi ADACHI (cyr memben

On June 15, Mr. Yukio Imagawa (former Japanese
Ambassador to Cambodia) gave a lecture for CYR
entitled “Transition in Cambodia and Its Future
Supported by Children", In his T-hour lecture, Mr.
Imagawa first discussed the meaningfulness of
activities of NGOs such as CYR, which are free from
various restrictions imposed on governmental
organizations. He then described the transition
Cambodia has gone through from the peaceful times
as a small but united country up to the end of 19605,
the civil war years, and the process toward peace

based on his personal experience. Mr. Imagawa
concluded his lecture by expressing his expectations
for the future of Cambodia as an exporter of
agricultural products to neighboring countries where
industrialization is in progress. Answering questions
from the audience, he described the wage levels of
government officials, life of people, their endeavors
toward tourism and agriculture, and the political
situation as the country prepares for general election
for the next year, Ms. Kazumi Adachi, a CYR mamber,
teld us of her impressions.

Ithough Cambodian

A history always confuses
me, Mr. Imagawa's

concise and brilliantly presented
lecture was like "listening to the
Tales of Heike, a popular
chronicle about medieval Japan”
according to a [riend of mine,
Anecdotes about King Sihanouk,
Mr. Hun Sen, and Prince
Ranariddh, the posture of
Tapanese Government, Pol Pot's
threat against his life, inside
stories of the Peace Talks, ete.
could not have been told so
vividly unless by someone who
was actually present at the scene.
To simply receive and
assume understanding of
abundant information about the
past and future of a country one
supports without examining the
quality of such information may
cause us overlook the right
direction of our support. T was
most fortunate to have had a
chance of listening to Mr.

Imagawa and understanding
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Cambuodia.

It is bevond my
imagination that peaple of one
country should divide themselves
into factions and fight each other.
CYR's activities involved
extensively with people of
Cambodia should continue by
constantly asking “why we are
doing it", not “what and how
much we have done”.

I remember a story of a
person who returned alive from
Auschwitz. “In the struggle for
survival in the camp, the number
of stories one read in childhood
largely affected subsequent life
and death.”

What is the soup on
which a person can survive?
What is the true gift an adult can
give to children? We should
always keep thinking of the name
of our organization, Caring for
Young Refugees. When [involve
myself with children of a country
like Cambodia, I would like to
exercise my imagination to the

HERMEZL BREILDIC
Mz, Kazumi Adachi with her dogs,

fullest extent possible since [ do
not know what a war is like and
continue supporting them.



Latest Developments - RATER
CYR's 17th Annual

i E T i h W
Meeting Held shiikimE LG =
% ﬁ -4 = a : F ;;j 4
- RERE - aonmgY .
CYR held its 17th annual meeting on June H & g lgwsgE & % 7
15 at Shinsei Kaikan, Shinjuku, Tokyo which was E 7 3?: E '_% 2 ;'c’:{ i‘ g a g
attended by 247 members (27 in person and 220 5 »ﬁ 4 ﬁ h B £ % S f O
by proxy). The meeting deliberated the reports 1 > T & ﬁ oIk g R =z
: ; @t "B EALIECETE
on projects and accounting for 1996 and the plans £ % k¥ ETL i; K E
and budget for 1997, respectively presented by L i} i ﬁ H %
Atsuko Takahashi, Head, Secretariat in Tokyo, % % ja'g i s % % %J' k3 # E 7
Rika Minemura. Liaison Officer in Phnom Penh i %ﬁ
and Prisana Narinram, Child Care Coordinator in i F A X B S WD %A HYEN
Thailand. As radical decreases are expected in Mook & D omE AL pa
income from grants and donation, the payment {, l,":j i ﬁ 7 :ﬁf;-‘ i i = rL’_. a‘ =
from the special account was proposed. For e i £ B f;’ JE: :IF': I & ° 7, ﬁ
expanding the activities and raising the fund, %."' iﬂéﬁ L_IJ: 'E E %‘ i? ié’ g ?E T
possibilities of soliciting support from private Eli?. #L nTIL ?’r{ % - EE' L 1[1 el ﬁ:m
companies and increasing members were studied, ;,-_: i ?I_) T{ﬁ [ &'_‘i .5?-; f‘ g ?-'_f ;;J
Another proposal for revising the Articles of 3 é 1l E_{f E i #ﬁ» ,{5 % ;—'—' -
Incorporation to create “'student membership” = g i ij A g 35 i
was discussed. The meeting approved all the items %“" F = P LS %‘H .ﬁ. it e
on the agendsa.
: xEmMEEAT VLB v
Student Membership Created [ HT T BB WS s =
CChEsBsErrel A
CYR 17th General Assembly approved g i E‘ J E Wi E g ﬁ T
creation of Student Membership. The annual A g_ g ?;" ; = aB;. gl % s
membership fee is reduced 1o ¥3,000 for students. £ ° 5 = B % = = i g %
They will receive the CYR News and letters as % % % C g B E % fr % %
well as invitations to participate in CYR events £ @ T Y B I% o, o
such as short term study programs. Please join L % B R A E Tm P %
i A lEN s s
now., LW 8 EE WT P OS
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