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This year CYR celebrates 15 years of service.
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FUTURE FOR
CHILDREN AND
FOR US

BEYOND THE SCOPE
OF "AID”

“Caring for Young Refugees
({CYR)" took its first step al a
Thai refugee camp 16 vears ago.
Ms. Yuki ligiri who founded CYR
and who has waiched its growth
with fondness tells us of what
perspective she sees [lor it.

Children Who Grow on
Their Own

1 realized keenly that children
do grow by themselves with ample
possibilities for their future whatever
their environment when [ got to know
children of the refugee camp.

In November 1979, tens of
thousands of peaple were brought to
Thailand from the area near the
Cambodian border in conditions which
appeared to be guite inhuman.  The
camp was veiled with heavy silence
and chaos as refugees crashed by
hunger, fever and landmines sat for
days like rags.

Czradually, children began to
play around heaps of trashes and pools
of rotten water while the grown-ups
kept their silence in  battered
conditions.  Their toughness in taking
over their fate in their hand in
adversity wrought a change to the
gloom in the eamp.

Children and the War

In the wvear when the
international society declared it as
“International Children's Year”, these
children were ironically the first to
be exposed to the threats of air raids
and land mines in a loeal war in Asia.
We were shaken bul also encouraged
by the sight of these children playing
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A child finds mother in the sewing
room and talls asleep feeling secura,
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carefree within the ground enclosed

by barbed wires and guarded by guns.
They spend their early childhood in
a refuéee eamp — & time so crucial
for humans to form their mind and
body.

Even in a camp, we can create
environment  suitable  for
If adults there could
the
miraculous power of development in

an
development.
understand and appreciate
childhood, it is not difficult for people
to create the environment. Activities
to guard children's happiness bevond
the confines of a country could be
started even in a refugee camp. Thus,
the Day Care Center was opened in
Khao | Dang, Thailand. Every child,
small and large, was treated as one
If thozse who
participated in the activities for the
the
socio - political which
generated "Young Refugees” and act

with individuality.

Center could understand

conditions

accordingly, then it was education in
practice where a human raises another
It was this belief which
supported CYR's activities,

human.

An Environment Where Candid
Communication |ls Possible
Dynamic child care activities
were evolved with  “consideration for
safety and development " of refugee
children thanks to the help from
Cambaodian vouths who were so skillful
to capture the heart of children. As
many people started their journey to
third countries, vivacious children and
grown - ups encouraged by the children
started to truly enjoy their days.
Every day,. men and women came with
children to the woodwaorking shop, the
weavers's hut and the sewing room
in the child care center compound.
What turned out to be most useful for
the life in refugee camp where no
production activities were carried out
was the fact that children could watch
the gprown-ups work in an evervday

life - like arrangement.

A Turning Point

Even today when the refugees
have left Thailand to build life anew
in Cambodia, our work continues.
In the war- torn villages in the border
area, Thai staff have started forming
groups in an effort to improve the
living environmeant of their children,
These attending the village child care
centers have been transformed into
vivacious and lively children.

On the other hand, villagers in
Cambodia barely manage to make
day-to-day living with limited
infrastructure. Our
work 1s likely Lo be affected by motives

administrative

of the local NGO working side by side
with us and villagers who tend to
depend on assistance, and it is guite
instahle in Japan where financial
resources and interests in our activities
are guite limited despite its material
affluence.

CY R stalfl members in Japan,
Thailand and Camhbodia, however,
continue to search for independent
management means through child
care projects.  They are trying to find
an answer in thiz contradiction - filled
reality while they involve themselves
with “children™, ubiguitous presence.

What we wish iz to recognize
correctly the values of children in
development, and re-define the
mechanism of “aid " for developing
countries which has become rigid so
as Lo establish an impartial human
relation hased on a new view point.
Ms. Yuki Hgiri : Was born in Tokyve and
has studied the development of young
children in the United Stales ond worked
i Oritain, Japan, and Thatland ele, since

1965,  Has been involved in the {ssues of
child development.  Worked for the United
Nalions MHigh Commissioner  for

Refugees({UNHCR) from 1983 (o 1995,
Director of = Caring for Young Refugees
(CYR)"
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‘A DAY IN A TINY CHILD
CARE CENTER

CYR's long standing program for training
of child minders is now entering a phase for
objective evaluation. Ms, Muto who visited
Parai village in east Thailand in August for
evaluation of the program tells us of her
egxparience,

hild care center at Parai village stood among

the dense tropical green amidst the rainy
season. 1 went there Lo "evaluale” the CYR's
support aclivities —a mission which zounds rather
audacious. Putting it aside, let’s take a look at
children.

A child hugs a doll, another (lies a wood - block
air plane, and one plays alone in the corner. Child
minders carry small ones in diapers and play ball
with others at the same time. Children put away
tovs neatly an the shell and pat the baby dell to
sleep in a cradle,

There is a time lor playing games. To the
beating of the drum, children run with towel in hand.
Ms. Khankham (Chanphong) adapts the rule to
each child and plays hide and seek. As the beating
of the drum heightens, children’s excitemeant reaches
itz peak.

When reading time begins, children calm
down and are plued to the picture book. As Ms,
Ehankham({Chanphong) tells the story cheerfully,
animals and cars zound as if they would jump out

of the bock. Reading a book to children was started
by tha advice from DEC (CYER Office in Thailand)
as an effective means to calm children before serving
meals.

Ms. Ng-ae(Kon sing) quickly prepares lunch.
"Cabbage and mincemeat soup” poured over a bowl
of rice is placed on the tahle. Children wash their
hands at the basin placed on the ground. After
a briel prayer of thanks, one eatz rice by the
mouthful, another dexterously handles & big spoon
to eat zoup, and still another chooses and eats only
the vegetable. Quick ones finish their first bowlful
and pgo for another,

While children were taking nap, I talkad with
child minders. They said they had more work Lo
do with so many more small children. Under the
recent government reform of education policy, 4-
and 5-year olds now attend pre-schools, and very
voung children now attend child ecare centers.
Between two of them, they hardly have time for
tending the garden and raising chicken.

They told me that they now have a better
understanding of the rationale for child care
activities after the training by DEC. As they worked
with “confidence” and "responsibility” which they
have built up, they locked so attractive.

Village child eare centers have no “holidays".
FParents depend and trust the child minders.
Children come on Saturdays and Sundays and enjoy
themsealves tremendously. Child minders' scunded
happy as they cried for  "a holiday " for themselves,

DEC's activities seem to have taken root in
Parai village firmly and securely.
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REVERBERATING
HEART AND LIFE

~ During the sixteen years since CYR started its activities, a total of
50 volunteers were sent from Japan “wanting to be of help to others”.

Some tried to ease anguish of refugees whose life had been threatened,

and others supported them wavering betweean a wish to stay and a wish

e |

to go home. CYR now watches growth and development of children in Thai 'ﬂ; igi E‘E I i 5
villages in the border area and in Cambadia trying to rebuild itself. What ST = L S S e
has the members learned from the days as they saw “hope” in children 7 < g g T_g ﬁ: % '-<‘
+ i Rk 3 FE E
“What | had Ascertained in Cambodia” ri-'f:f EWE U7
< oo = £ Jf
Ms. Michiko Nomura (43 year have changed as the country went I:: é T” % ?:'i -ﬂ' i"E
old) worked for Cambodia’s child through extremely difficult days T W EﬁI L & i
care program for three years from including those under Pol Pot g :’] G E.T % E
1892, She tells us of her time there. Regime. 1 think, however, Cambodia & & Lo &
can fully exert its power to revive o
—What are the biggest differences itself if peace in its real sense is E;EL ig E;il Jx s E ‘er E E:;’.
between Japanese children and restared. T E DA D & A
Cambodian children ? T AR = £ - -
= n £ B = o~
Japanese children seem to —\What meaning did the days you £ T o b BT
have too much material things and spent with children in Cambodia for "'E % l.’;}] f-? Jg E‘l_] %_
affluence in daily life and are unable thrae years have 7 T & A ¥ L~
to fully exert the energy, power for It was the time when I had !_,; '_‘," *"E\ ”J"-f" "‘.g 3‘,5 :-%I-
growth and for life with which re-confirmed my thoughts ahout - 2B o z  ° i
children are born. children and “the direction” Ishould - R
Material things are, however, take as a child carer. F"E {%E 4 E & -Er

|
123

important. Daily conveniences are | hope to continue living my

fine, but I feel that too much
convenience poses risks to impair
the human's inherent abilities and
joys of creating and living their own
life, Medical care and education
should naturally be available for
every ong and living in poverty
should be improved, though it is
diffcult to say how much human life
should become convenient. Maybe
I sound somewhat self-righteous,
but I realized this especially because
1 have had this affluence while
growing up in Japan.

—What things do Cambaodian
children need maost today 7
I think Cambedia, as a whaole,
particularly its children, need
“peace”. [ hear that the way of
thinking, values and social structure

life by ascertaining that every child
or every human is "an important

presence” .
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Donations for Great Hanshin/Awaji

Mr_ Masaru Sasao, the Director

On September 8th, Mr.
Masakatsu Fukamizu, the
representative, and [ visited Kobe.
CYH served the victims of the
great earthquake from the end of
dJanuary to March by opening a
mobile child eare center “"FOPPO"
at four evacuation centers in
Minamikomas Park, Nagata-ku
and others. A total of 400
children visited the center,

Chut of the contributions from
CYR members and supporters
amounting to more than % 3.4
million, ¥ 2.5 million was offered
for reconstruction and
rehabilitation of child care
centers, ete. in Nagata-ku
through the office of Hyogo
Prefectural Council of Social
Welfare., The rest was used to
finance gur activities in Kobe,

1

Six months after the quake,
people of Nagata-ku which was
hit the hardest were back to their
almost normal lives., At
Minamikomae Park where many
Vietnamese residents had
evacuated, blue tents were
replaced by tlemporary houses
with wvaneer walls and window
In the parking lot,
two - storied temporary houses
stond, surrounded by blue houses.

frames.

In the gym park standing at the
top of a steep hill and looking
down on Kobe Harbor, there wera
also temporary houses standing
under the scorching sun, without
a shadow of people walking
outside but with the incessant
sound of cicadas. We were told
that 80% of the residents were the
elderly.
appeared symbelic of complexity
af time-consuming problems of

The scene =omwhow

Earthquake

reconstruction.

The damages inflicted by the
guake were still unhealed, even
though bystanders tend to forpet
what happened six months ago in
this rapidly changing society.
Kobe has just started its extensive
courze of rehabilitation. The
preat earthquake generated lots
af
gquestions about how the
government and the publie should
share roles and how aids should
They
should not end as all “the boom”
ends, just as international aids
should not. Hoping that the good
will of members and supporters

"volunteers "  and prompted

be offered in an emergency.

will be reflected in the smiles of
children, we left Kohbe.

I take this ocpportunity to
sincerely thank all of you who
generously gave donations for

pecple of Kobe., Thank vou.
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On October 26th, CYR- 2 = % Vv & mFxsr@ha “wa> - N
received the Prime Minister's o = R H o BE = Xk W F oW
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Indochinese refugees as the ¥ E‘E’ + = £ ¥+ & iz B "R E
government cerebrated the 20th & C L M | - 3oy F B AE X @
S o N Ui L AtEE ¥y = K ~¥h o2
year since it began receiving E R * & F YNy F £ %o 7 e
Indochinese refugees, and 2 i EE
commended 16 groups for :?" £ EF B TE ;E H o CE F Tz A £ :ﬁ:
3 e 7 o e | e I i & ri N B A
prr;m(_}t:ng exchange v.-.?l.h EE E:: - EE ST T 1-*..:1] tr-jf? E - ?1: LJ_E:' !H'l & j E
Indochinese people and helping #AEA L AR VB TODY 2 THT e
them to reseitle in Japan. = 4 % b /: S W F GE B T 'h-'§ r% LD DT 1=}
i st T B - - = & P
CYR's activities were b ;_ < E‘ 't‘_.:.i E i "Ir. fﬂl] '?l: m ﬂiﬁ E i ;Hj 11: E =
R b = v < o Hl 1
started 15 vears apo at Khao [ U diem iy @omeor ;_1 OB o= .~ F #) %
Dang refugee camp, and r‘; W ob i F s e ﬁ'!] E ot i
developed into those for i FIE] £ _j‘?, *;_r:l z ;2' :,:; E T; ;q_'.‘ 1%; ; 3 g P =
Indochinese people living in B EuwLLFo k"5 ESHAO
Japan =uch as counselling by Ly Fﬂ'\ f 12T 4 i BRIk 25

vizsits and telephone and
publication of newspaper. The }
activilies have been those of low :}
profile but proved to have heen
guite important.

Without the support and
assistance from volunteers and
members, CYR could not have
carried out these activities
successfully. We offer our
thanks to the members, without
whose support CYR could not
have carried out these activities

[

RS sl L U R ——— e |
A VSR I4-- L ERoEAMS20E
CWLT G f R YRR - R

successfully.

We offer our thanks and
wish to share our pleasure with
all of them.
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