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Today’s Women Discuss Themselves

What kind of days do women in Cambodia
and Thailand spend while looking after their
children? What are their problems and hopes

for their children?
about
thair life.

Cambodia

BNy Chantau (23 yr.
cld); Primary schaol
teacher in Bankyan,
Kandal province

—P!a;:aeuteff us about
your family.

—I live with my husband
who is a farmer, our twa
gan, and my
maother. | am expectin
another child in April,
but I am still teaching
with my big helly.

—What Mind of futere do
you imagine for  yowr
children? :

=1 hape they will take a
jeb with gavernment,

vear aold

—How do you spend your
spare timed

—Well, wa do ksep =
small number of pigs and
chickon, and | look after
them,

—Whom do you turn to
when you have a
proflemi

—My hushand
mather.

and

—What things do you
congider difficult in vour
life?

—Trying to make ends
meet and my mother's
candition who wnderwent
operation last year.

—Are you satizfied with
your pregent Life?

—1 think teaching suits
me and [ am satished
with my life in general.

f_;ﬂ whal {!i?:csﬁu-‘iﬂ ok
el porticulorly Fe )

\'-"'J?'mn we have enough
income so thet | do not
have to warry about daily
[ {Her  salary
with varicus allowances

In an attempt to think
“children”, we asked them to discuss

amounts to 50,000 riels=

about ¥ 1900.)

—What things do you
expect from vour
government or
admanistration?

—I wish they would
improve the teachers’ pay
g0 that their gquality

would improva.

—What do you think af
woreen who do nat hold
any job?

—I think that they must
be having & hard time as
they have no income of
their cwn.

—Please tell ws ahowt
gond and bad aspects of

YO couniry.
—ne Evcc?azipcct about
Cambodia is that aur

WOMON Are very slrong.
My mother lost her
huaband during the Paol
Pot Regima, but raized
me by working as & dey
laborer in farms and
selling  snacks, Thiere
are st1ll meny houssholds
whose heads are women
in Cambodia  today for
many regsons, and they
are all working very
hard, The had thing
about my country is that
the civil war is still going
on a&nd it pravents
children from attending
achonls.

B Yang Than (38 yr.

old): Lives in Pray Ta
Touch village, Kandal
provings

—Please tell us about

w spend your doy.
ave various work to
do at home,

—What kind of future do
you imagine for your
children?

—I hope they will study

very hard and get good

jobs with regular income,
ot just ferming.

—Whken you have a
prablem, whom do you
consult?

=[] try to szolve
praoblem by mysalf,
talk to my {lusband.

the
or

—At what times do vou
Seal perticularly Rappyt
—When we have good
rice crop. This wyear's
ctop is poor because of

the flood in August last |
My ferm did not |

vaar.
suffer much damsge and
w¢ had better harvast
than last year, | was
very, very happy ahout il

—What are the biggest
problem in your life and
tworks

=1 lost relatives during
the last soveral months
and we ran quite hi¥h
expensaes for funerals.
Than, my aon fziled toc
pass the exems and
droepped out of the middle

gchool.  As a mother, |
wanted him to trey
harder. He has no job

now and just stays hame.
I da wish he would return
ta seheol.

—Are vou satisfied with
your presont We?
=Mo, 1 am not.

—What do wvou expect
from your government or
adrrinistration?

=] want peace to last
forever. Polities for
making our life easier.

~—Pleaze tell ws about
good and bad azpects of
FOUF ponntry,

—ood aspecta are that
infrastructure is  heing
improved bit by bit. Our
roads are getting
repaired.

The bed thing about
Cambodians iz that ths
cannot cooperate  witl
othar people to solve their
Ernhlﬂms:

ave this attitude of
working with others,
Interviowad by Maki
lehikawa
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Me. Phuthachat Thiphayanan
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Thailand

B Phuthachat
Thiphayanan (47 vyr,
old}; Primary school
teacher in Parai village,
Saken province

—What kind of future do
you  imagine for your
children?

=] hope they will acquire
knowledge by studying,
and then come back to
the village to help me.

—What kind o persons
do you want them o
becore?

—A perzon who rospects
wther people’s rights and
knows his obligations. |
hepe they will not forget
about the Thai tradition
and customs, [ hape
thay will create their
work in the community
and help with the
davelopment of our
village =so that villagers”
lifa will improve.

—Heow do wyou imaogine
Thaoailand and
Aranyaprathet will have
developed when children
are grown up?

—1 think therc may he
many factaries in Aran,
although it depends a lat
on the border situation.
Since the competition for
jobs will be very lierco,
I think they will have to
master the technique of
living in an information
socioty.

—What do you think aof

women  gotg  out to
e ?
—The financial burden

aon the hushand will be
lighter and their
household finances  will
improve. Nowdays, it is
not enough for husband
alone to make o living,
It will also mean to huild
praperty  for children.
Money and property will
certainly deerense in
value,  Another thing is
that women will got tn
know the conditions in
the society. They can
find new ways of living
which iz appropriate for
MW Age.

—That 1= wonderful
But | suppose there most
be difficwlties, too.
—Ha, 1 don't think so, 1
knaw how to spend time
effectively. For instance,
I do howsehold chores in
the marning and avening
end [ spend -time with
children every day. O
course, nnot when my
eldest iz studying in
another province,  When
children were smaller, it
was harder.  Mavbe we

TR E T ELL

by P T TR e Gt b

de not have encugh child
CAre CENLres,

—Do wveou think the
graprament should attend
to that kind of protlers?
—Yes, The government
should set wp more places
where children can
receive epre oepecilly in
the regions where many
women go out o work.

—What do you think of

women who kad  Little
chances of receiving
education?

=[f such mothers or

woamen wese interssted in
abtaining information
end knowladge, | think
their Eamilics would be
happy even i they didn't
have education.

—What about women
who are working only al
hame?

—1] think many of thaze
women cannoct adapt
themselves to the changes
in the society. They may
not ba able to understand
thair children's behavior
ag they are affected by
the changes in the naw
ago.

—What about the
women's status in
today's society in
Thailand?

—1 think it has improved.
They are taking part in
polities.  They work to
help their family. |
think they can do more
for charity and for the
society., [ think Thai
society is making use of
women's talents more.

B Keawkalaya
Yipkratok (26 yr. old);

Lives in Parai willape,
Saken province
—Plegae describe o

typical day in vour Lfe.

—1 stay at heme and do
household chores. My
children are still small.
The older one gods o a
child care centre, hut the
younger one is only six
months old. | don’t have
much time to go out to
the field and help my
hushand with farming .

—Tell us more concretely
how vou spend your day.
—I get up at about six.
I have breakfast with
family =t sbout ecight.
My husband takes the
older child to the child
care cantre and thon to
wark. 1 wash dishes, do
laundry, @&nd clean the
house. 1 lock after the
baby, and then start

preparing supper at
about four., When my
husbhand eomes hack
from the field, he gets the
older child, The child
tekes beth and weo have
supper nnd go to hed at
about saven.

—Isn't is o bit sarly?
Coing o bed at seven?
—Yoe. But we have no
glactricity, no televizion,
and ne place to po.  Cur
housa stands at the fringe
of the village. We hawve
naothing to do.

—Dn you have fime to
spend for yourszelf?

—Hardly. [ am tirad,
and my children are
amall. Somectimes, |
wish 1 could visit friends
with my childran.

=—What s your biggest

prablem in wvour daily
lifef
—Harvesting paanuts,

and then locking after the
baby, Nobody helps me,
and it is so hot.

—o youe fave somebody
who will help you when
things are difffcult for
i d

—I think my parents will.
[ talk to them whan we
do not have enough
money, when 1 do not
know how o rcalze kids,
and about my femily
problams.

—Do you hove drecms
Sor your children?

=1 wish to them to study
hard. Anything they lika,
I wish to work hard and
raise enough money for

their study, 1 hope thay
will take a sterdy job,
not become like

good - for - nothing guvs.

—When do z’y:}u Jeel i
are happiest:

—When [ meat my
husband and children in
the morning and the
evening and we eoat
together. I am also
happy when we finish
warking on the farm and
sell the produce al good
prica,

—Arg you content with
vour pregent Iife?
—Yes,

—What azpects of your
lifa?

—My family are all
healthy and sound., We
make enough from our
field to live on. 1 can do
what | want to do without
asking somebody  elsa’s

permission. 1 can rost
and have time to he
miyself,

Intarviewed by Faot
Butrat
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-How Can We Accept One Another and Live Together-
by Kevin Fuchs

“It is natural for countries
such as the United States and
Japan which have such
different histories to have a
different GEMERAL outlook
towards things foreign and
international exchange.”

When 1 firat came to Japan as
an exchange student in 1930, | was
surprized how homogeneous
Japaneae society is and how strong
this has made the Japanese
identity. Nativé Japanese pacple are
all mware of their common
background and this hinds the
praple together. The only way to
be Japanese is by birth.

The United Statsa, on the
other hand, iz a country mainly
mada up of immigrants, who all
have a varicty of backgrounds. My
[ather, for exampls, is German end
migrated to the States. My maother
was born to parents whose relatives
immigratad from Germany,
Sweden, Ireland, and England. To
be American is like being the
momber of o eclub where all are
aware of differcnces in background
but nonetheless accept cach other
as follow Americans and coexist
together.,  One can hecome an
American by just teking citizensihp
and will be recognized Rz &
“trusmember by most,

These differences in

background obviously cause
differences in general attitudes
towards things Tareign and
“international exchange”. [ believe
that in order to successfully
accomplish “international
axchange”, both parties involved
must play the dual role of student
and teacher, teaching about one’s
own culture while gt the same time
learning about ancther, Americans
have been brought up in 2 society
with many differsnces and many
have therefore grown somewhat
numhb and disinterested in learning
about the outside world which iz
unfortunate.

From the point of view of a
peraon visiting the U.S. from
abraad however, the situationis
quite a favorphle ona, for the visitor
is probably acceptad quite easily in
moat circles, and can “blend” inta
society during their stay.

Unfortunately, for visitors Trom
abroad who are interested in Japan
and wizgh to learn about the country
by staving hare ssveral years to
work or study, this “international
exchange” becomes a difficult task,
It iz & fact that Japansse feel that
learning and understanding the
"Japanoese way” is impoasible from
a foreigner's perspective and
therefors forcign people stick out in
seciely.  This makes it difficult to
blend in and to learn about society

from the point of view of a membear
of society.

It iz importent that we all work
tor break these barriers inhibiting
intarnationzl exchange. If one
changs could be made to help
promate international
understanding in both Japnn and
the United States, 1 think it iz a
change in school currviculum. More
effort must be made to gel young
children into contacl with forsign
paople,

[nternationn] exchange events
have become popular in Japan but
many of thess avents place too
much amphasis on the differences
hetween the participants. More
emphasis should be placed an the
similarities hetwean those
attending.  Sporting evantz and
games in which Japancse and
foreipners are mixed together on
teams, for example, will influence
children  into looking ot Toreign
team  moembers ag “teammates”
and not foreign, and therofore,
different poople.

1 lived with a homestay in
Magova with a family that had an
eight vear old daughtar. My host
family has hosted three other
students as well and 1 can see the
broed outlook this has given the
little girl. While her friends sower
away from foreigners, she has
become quite cutgeing and
aceepting.  Parents who have taken
a foreigner into their home such as
this family did serve &3 good
mesdals for young children and this
cultivates open-mindedness  and
acerplance.
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Kevin Fuchs

Born and Raised in the Stale of
Michigan in the United States. He
grodunted from the Univorsity of
Haotra Dame nnd is currently
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Center Foundation,
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